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Aliya 3 | 20:7-13 

Examine verse 20:8. 

Why is Moshe instructed to bring 
his staff along? What was Moshe’s 

mistake here? 

Rashbam suggests that the staff was 
to be brought along to remind the 
Jewish people of all that Moshe 
had done for them. The Chizkuni 
points out that there were in fact 
two staffs, that owned by Moshe & 
that owned by Aharon. Moshe 
took the staff of Aharon (see verse 
20:9 in which Moshe grabs the 
staff from “before God”). Moshe’s 
mistake may have been that he 
misunderstood the role of the staff, 
thus taking the wrong one. The 
Da’at Zkenim suggests that Moshe 
& Aharon’s mistake was in using 
the language “we will produce for 
you water” rather that “God will 
produce for you water.”

Aliya 1 | 19:1-17 

Examine verse 19:2. 

What is the nature of the Parah Adumah 
that makes it so hard to understand?  

Rashi suggests that the nations of the 
world will look at the command and see 
reason to mock the Jewish people 
regarding it. For this reason, the Torah 
states explicitly that there is no logical 
purpose to it. The Sforno lists at least six 
lessons to be learned from the Parah 
Adumah and encourages us to even 
superficially study the laws of the Parah 
Adumah because of its extensive 
profundity. The Chizkuni points out that 
these laws were mentioned in this place 
in the Torah because many had now 
become defiled following Korach’s 
rebellion. Even though these laws were 
t augh t when t he M i shkan was 
inaugurated, their impact was not felt 
until now. 

Aliya 2 | 19:18-20:6 

Examine verse 19:22. 

What circumstances are being 
discussed in this verse?  

Rashi reminds us that we are talking 
about a scenario of a dead body 
imparting impurity. That level of 
impurity is is the most potent of all 
impurities. The Rashbam clarifies 
that the impurity of a deceased 
person, can be passed through living 
people. If someone comes into 
contact with someone who was in 
contact with a deceased person, that 
person becomes impure. The 
Chizkuni points out that the first 
person is still in contact with the 
deceased person when he passes on 
the impurity. 

Aliya 4 | 20:14-21 

Examine verse 20:14. 
Why do they emphasize that Edom is 

Israel’s brother?  

Rashi suggests that the history between 
these two nations was the backdrop to 
the obvious connection between these 
two nations. The Ohr HaChaim points 
out that it had been promised to 
Avraham that his descendants would 
experience exile. Moshe was pointing 
out to Edom that only one set of 
descendants had experienced that 
promise, and therefore the nation of 
Edom should be kind to the Israelites 
now. Rabbeinu Bahya adds to this that 
the reason Eisav parted ways with his 
brother Yaakov was to avoid the destiny 
that had been promised to Avraham. For 
this reason, it became necessary to 
remind the Edomites that they had 
shirked the responsibility of their 
inheritance. This seems to be a theme for 
Eisav & his descendants.

Aliya 5 | 20:22-21:9 

Examine verse 20:22. 

Why does this verse speak of both 
the Jewish people and the entire 

community?  

Rashi points out that everyone now 
was destined to enter the Promised 
Land. There did not remain a single 
person from the prior generation 
who was included in the decree that 
they not enter the land of Israel. The 
Ibn Ezra says that every single Jew 
was present in this moment and had 
not hidden away, even though they 
could now see new enemies and 
battles ahead. The Chizkuni takes 
this a little further, suggesting that in 
the scuffle with the King of Edom, 
not a single Jew was injured or 
killed. This is noted in the double 
s tatement of everyone being 
present.  

Aliya 6 | 21:10-20 

Examine verse 21:14. 

Why does this verse begin with 
‘therefore’? What is the ‘book of Wars’? 

Rashi suggests that this phrase ‘therefore’ 
means ‘on this settlement, and these 
miracles performed they will say...’ The 
Da’at Zkenim says that God records the 
wars and border changes of the Nations 
of the World. Rabbeinu Bahya, quoting 
the Ibn Ezra, suggests that the Jewish 
people had kept a record of all the wars 
God had ‘fought’ on their behalf. This 
book was begun with the war that 
Avraham fought and included every battle 
until that day. It is suggested that this 
book was lost over the course of history. 

Aliya 7 | 21:21-22:1 

Examine verse 21:21. 

Who really sent these messengers and what 
was their mission?  

Rashi points out that it was recorded earlier 
that Moshe had sent these messengers 
(Bamidbar 20:14). This shows that there is no 
difference between Moshe and the Jewish 
people. This is true of the leader of the Jewish 
people in every generation. The Chizkuni 
believes that two letters were sent to Sichon. 
One was on behalf of the Jewish people by 
Moshe, stating their peaceful intention. The 
second note was sent by the Jewish people 
themselves, threatening war again Sichon. 
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