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Aliya 3 | 18:24-27 

Examine 18:25. 
Why were these people chosen? 
Was there a difference between 
Yitro’s requirements for these 

leaders vs. Moshe‘s? 

The Ibn Ezra suggests that these 
people were described as worthy 
people but not as God fearing b/c 
fear of God is not measurable except 
by God. The Sforno suggests that 
Moshe could not find people who 
fulfilled the qualifications laid out by 
Yitro. These men specifically were 
experienced in discovering the truth 
efficiently. This was of great value to 
the position that they would hold. 
The Chizkuni suggests that Moshe 
was indeed l iv ing up to the 
qualifications that Yitro had outlined 
in verse 18:21. The “invisible” 
characteristics of these people were 
not presentable in a court of law and 
therefore were not mentioned. 

Aliya 1 | 18:1-12 

Examine verses 18:3-4. 

Why are Moshe’s sons' names 
mentioned here? Why is the reason 

behind their names mentioned?  

The Ramban suggests that this connects 
us to a moment earlier when Moshe 
received advice from Yitro and was 
instructed to accept it. He wanted to go 
from Midian to Egypt with his family 
and Yitro advised him not to. God told 
Moshe to listen to Yitro, as he does in 
this Parsha. The Tur Ha’Aruch points out 
that Moshe could not have named his 
son Eliezer while there was a price on 
his head in Egypt. We are also not 
offered the name of his second son 
earlier. So now that Egypt has been 
destroyed, we learn about this son and 
the expression of gratitude Moshe 
makes to God in naming this son 
Eliezer. 

Aliya 2 | 18:13-23 

Examine verse 18:13.  

What day preceded this verse?  

Rashi suggests that this verse took 
place on the day after Yom Kippur, the 
day in which Moshe brought down 
the second set of Luchot. It would 
make sense that the Jewish people 
would have a lot of questions which 
would need answering by Moshe, 
who was familiar with the Torah. 
Ramban believes that this cannot be a 
reference to the day after Yom Kippur 
because we hadn’t been taught about 
it yet. It also cannot refer to the day 
after Yom Kippur in the second year 
because Yitro had already gone home 
by that point. Perhaps this means 
some time after Yom Kippur, indicating 
that this conversation took place after 
Matan Torah, meaning Yitro arrived 
following that event. 

Aliya 4 | 19:1-6 

Examine verse 19:1. 

What is the meaning of them 
arriving “on that very day?” 

Rashi & the Sforno suggests that this 
means they arrived on the day of the 
New Moon. Rashi continues to 
suggest that this language speaks to 
the freshness we should feel every 
day, as if we are approaching Sinai 
for the first time to receive the Torah. 
The Chizkuni tells us of a parable 
regarding a prince who falls ill. 
Upon the prince's recovery, the 
doctor recommends to the king that 
the prince return to school. The king 
felt it was too soon to send his 
vulnerable son back to school and 
therefore elects to keep him home 
for three months to rehabilitate the 
son further. These are the three 
months in which this verse opens. In 
these months God rehabilitated us. 

Aliya 5 | 19:7-19 

Examine verses 19:7-8. 

Why do all of the people respond 
when Moshe spoke with only the 

Elders?  

Rashi suggests that the response of 
the people speaks specifically to the 
miracle of healing that happened to 
those among the Jewish people who 
couldn’t hear or speak before Mattan 
Torah. With the arrival at Sinai, and 
the giving of the Torah, they could 
now speak and state that they will do 
and listen to the Torah. The Ramban 
suggests that Moshe posed the 
q u e s t i o n o f a c c e p t i n g t h e s e 
commandments to the leaders. Not 
waiting for Moshe to pose the 
question to them, the Jewish people 
accepted the commandments before 
they had even been asked to. The 
Jewish people interrupted Moshe to 
get their enthusiasm on the record. 

Aliya 6 | 19:20-20:14 

Examine verse 19:20.  
How does this differ from 20:19 where God 

is recorded as speaking to Moshe? Does 
God actually ‘rest on the mountain’? 

Rashi suggests that verse 20:19 and our 
verse together show that God did not 
Himself come down to the top of the 
mountain. God created space for the 
‘heavens’ on top of the mountain and placed 
the Throne of Glory in that space. The Ibn 
Ezra suggests that God’s presence did 
descend on the mountain and dwelled there 
in a great fire. No one present perceived the 
image of God, but everyone did hear the 
voice of God. Parenthetically, the Chizkuni 
suggests that the Torah was given outside of 
Israel to teach us that it is relevant to the 
entire world, not just the Jewish people. 

Aliya 7 | 20:15-23 

Examine verse 20:16-17.  
How does Moshe’s response speak to the 

concerns of the Jewish people? What is he 
saying to them? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe is saying to the 
Jewish people that their hearing of the 
commandments directly from God will 
raise their stature among the nations of the 
world. The people of the world will see the 
Jewish people as the condui t to 
experiencing God. The Sforno suggests 
that Moshe was telling the Jewish people 
that God wanted them to get used to 
prophecy. Hearing God’s voice on Mt. 
Sinai would enable the nation en masse to 
prophesize regularly and lead the world as 
a nation of prophets. 
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