
Kriyat  
HaTorah 

   

Rabbi Yechiel Shaffer 
Assistant Rabbi, Ohab Zedek, NY 

please let us know if you enjoyed the KT 
Companion, or to receive it in your inbox 

each week: KTCompanion@ozny.org 
 

Twitter: @yechields or #KTC5777   

Parshat Vayigash 
January 2017 | Tevet 5777 

   

created by 

Aliya 2 | 44:31-45:7 
 

Why does Yehudah feel a great 
urgency in saving Binyamin, more so 

than his brothers? Rashi on verse 
44:32 begins to understand the 

incredibly high stakes that Yehudah 
has here include losing his share in this 

world and the world-to-come (See 
Rashi 43:9). Yehudah’s stake is even 

higher since he believes, according to 
the Seforno, that his father will suffer a 

fatal blow should he see Yehudah 
returning without Binyamin. The Netziv 
suggests that Yehudah’s guarantee to 
his father regarding the safekeeping of 

Binyamin is to include a scenario in 
which Binyamin is accused of a crime 

and thus obligated to pay for said 
crime. Rabbi Yehonotan Eibshutz 

suggests that the Medrash Bereishit 
Rabbah 91:10 quoted by Rashi 43:9, on 
Yehudah’s responsibility for Binyamin, 
was not only over his physical welfare 

but we regarding his spiritual well-
being. Ya’akov was concerned that 

Egypt would have a negative 
influence on Binyamin.  

Aliya 3 | 45:8-18 
 

See verse 45:8. Why could Yosef no longer restrain himself 
and why does he clear out of the room of attendants? Rashi 

suggests that Yosef could not stand the idea of others being 
present in the room when he reveals his true identity b/c of the 
embarrassment that will be caused to the brothers, therefore he 
clears out the room of every person, except for his brothers. The 
Ramban suggests that a crowd of regular folk had been growing 
within the court of Yosef to watch the drama unfold. As Yehudah 

made compelling arguments, the crowd grew unruly and were 
moved by Yehudah’s case. They began to pressure Yosef to 

release Binyamin and therefore he had them removed. It seems 
that the average Egyptian was moved by Yehudah and 

petitioned Yosef. The Seforno says that Yosef did not want to 
address other petitioners that had come to seek his assistance; 

essentially he cleared his schedule for the day. 

Aliya 4 | 45:19-27 
 

In the opening verse (45:19) we are told of Yosef’s instructions in 
bringing his father to Egypt. What is the meaning of “and you 

have been commanded…do this...” and what is different from 
the instructions “do this…” received in 45:17? Rashi suggests 

that Paroah was insistent that the brothers know that the 
command to bring their father was performed with his 

encouragement. Ramban sees this as an explicit instruction to 
Yosef by Paroah incase he was hesitant to bring his father down to 

Egypt. The Sforno believes that this command was not only to 
bring Ya’akov but was to ensure that Ya’akov had no reasons to 

offer an excuse not to come, hence the extensive travel party and 
wagons. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that Paroah understood Yosef’s 

humility and realized that Yosef would not want to illustrate his 
power and influence in front of his father. For this reason Paroah 

instructs Yosef to send an elaborate procession.  

Aliya 6 | 46:28-47:10 
 

In a diplomatic exchange, Paroah asks Ya’akov 
his age, and he responds that he is 130 and has 

lived a troubled life. Why does Paroah ask 
Ya’akov this question and why does Ya’akov 

give the answer he gives? 
 The Da’at Zkenim suggests simply that Paroah 
is startled by Ya’akov’s appearance. His white 

hair, and frail body indicated he was an 
unusually old. That being said, The Da’at Zkenim 

suggests that instead of responding on how 
many years he has lived  Ya’akov points out that 

he is simply here on a journey, a temporary 
resident in this world. The Chizkuni says that 
Ya’akov lives 33 years shorter then his father 

due to the 33 letters contained within Ya’akov’s 
negative description of his life.  

It may be worth considering the on going 
tension between optimism and negativity 

throughout the interactions between 
Ya’akov & Yosef. Ya’akov who encourages 

Yosef to be optimistic about his brothers 
(37:14), faces a life that challenges that 

optimism. 

Aliya 5 | 45:28-46:27 
 

Examine 46:1. Why does Ya’akov 
invoke the memory of only Yitzchak, 

and what is he hoping to achieve with 
this sacrifice? Rashi suggests that the 

primary obligation to ‘honor one’s 
father’ applies most to one’s father and 
not to one’s grandfather. The Maharal 
suggests that had Ya’akov here been 
offering a prayer for his journey he 

would have also invoked his grandfather 
but since this was specifically a sacrifice 

he invoked his father Yitzchak (see 
31:53). The Sforno reminds us that 

Yitzchak had received specific 
instructions from G-d not to go down to 
Egypt (see 26:2) and thus as Ya’akov was 

considering leaving to Egypt, he 
remembered these instructions Yitzchak 
received from G-d. The Radak similarly 

points out the instructions that Yitzchak 
received perhaps bringing into light the 
difference in behavior between Yitzchak 
& Ya’akov. Yitzchak begins his journey to 
leave the land, Ya’akov offers sacrifices 

before he leaves, perhaps offering him a 
different resolution. 

Aliya 7 | 47:11-27 
 

See verse 47:12. Why does Yosef 
provide only sufficient bread for 
Ya’akov’s household & why does 

the Torah specify that he gave 
for the “little one’s”? Rashi states 

that Yosef was attentive to the 
requirements of the household, 

even down to the last child.  
The Sforno suggests that during 

times of great difficulty for a 
broader society it would be 

inappropriate for the elite’s to live 
luxuriously. This was just another 
politically sensible move by Yosef. 
The Netziv remind us that children 
generally have a different diet to 

that of adults and therefore need a 
more careful menu. Imagine being 
the most powerful politician in 

the world and also deeply caring 
that each child receive food that 

they like. #greatness 

Aliya 1 | 44:18-30 
 

This Aliya opens with the dramatic 
intervention of Yehuda in front of the 
Viceroy of Egypt. The Ohr HaChaim 

wanders what exactly we learn by the 
verse (44:18) mentioning that Yehudah 

‘approached’ the Viceroy? Clearly 
Yehudah and the Viceroy are within earshot 
distance of each other due to the exchange 

that is recorded in 44:16-17? 
The Ohr HaChaim records that it is general 

practice for political leaders to have 
advisors stand in between them and those 

approaching with requests this was no 
different. Closely read verse 44:18 through 

the eyes of the Ohr HaChaim and it 
certainly begins to explain some of the 

seemingly extraneous language (“please, 
my lord, let your servant appeal to my 

lord…”). The Alshich suggests that as soon 
as Binyamin becomes the target of Yosef’s 

accusations, Yehudah realizes that this is no 
longer spiritual retribution against the 

brothers for the sale of Yosef; it is now time 
to get aggressive. #gameon 
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