
Kriyat  HaTorah    

Rabbi Yechiel Shaffer Assistant Rabbi, Ohab Zedek, NY please let us know if you enjoyed the KT Companion, or to receive it in your inbox each week: KTCompanion@ozny.org    

Parshat Vayera November 2016 | Cheshvan 5777   
created by 

Aliya 2  In this Aliya we begin our interactions with Sedom              (see 18:20-22). In verse 18:21 we are told of an ‘outcry’ emanating from Sodom. With this word being written in the feminine, the question is what outcry is emanating from Sodom that attracts the attention of G-d? Why is this out cry a game changer? The Medrash Pirkei DeRebbi Eliezer Chapter 25 states that the people of Sodom had legislated it to be illegal to care for the destitute. Indeed the story was even told of one of the daughters of Lot who, in spite of her surroundings, would smuggle supplies to a local beggar. When caught and condemned to death she cried out, “G-d of the universe, maintain my cause and judgement against the men of Sodom”.  Perhaps this is ‘the cry’ of verse 18:21. 
Aliya 3  Compare 18:2 with 19:1. With Avraham the guests are called ‘men’ but here they are called ‘angels’. Why this change? Rashi suggests that angels frequently accompanied Avraham b/c of his spiritual might and therefore they were as common as ‘men’. By Lot the occurrence of angels were unusual and distinct and thus they were called such (see also Radak).  - Why did Lot offer his daughters to the savage mob outside his home (see 19:8)? The Seforno suggests that Lot’s intentions were not sinister but he had hoped that the threat to his betrothed daughters would force his future sons-in-law to come to their defense. This would distract the unruly mob from their menacing intentions (see 19:14 for a direct interaction b/w Lot and his sons-in-law). 

Aliya 4  Why is the city of Zo’ar (near to Sodom) saved when Lot prays for its salvation (see 19:19-20) (when Avraham was unsuccessful in securing Sodom)? The Medrash suggests that Lot’s life would be saved from the perilous fate of Sodom b/c he saved the lives of his guests. This like-for-like reward is, perhaps, more potent then the prayers Avraham offered       (See Sha’arei Aharon 19:21 for more). - The birth of the nations of Amon & Moav (19:37-38), the kidnapping of Sarah by Avimelech (20:2), the ensuing punishment on the house of Avimelech for this kidnapping (20:18), all act as context for the birth of Yitzchak (21:2).  Why are these stories juxtaposed to each other? (see Rashi, & Maskil LeDavid on the benefits of Avraham praying for the healing of someone else before his wife Sarah is healed) 
Aliya 6  See verse 21:28. Why does Avraham set aside 7 female sheep (ewe) for the covenant with Avimelech? R S.R. Hirsch suggests that these sheep represent the mothers of the flock, they are the future and thus perfect for a covenant. The Moshav Zekeinim suggests that female sheep are preserved for life, unlike their male counterparts that are generally slaughtered for their meat. -  Examine 21:33-34. In an unusual conclusion, Avraham settles down and begins this calmer stage in his life with the planting of an ‘Eshel’. What is an ‘Eshel’ and why is it significant here? The Medrash Tehillim breaks down the word ‘Eshel’ into three words corresponding with each letter of the word: eat (achila), drink (shtiya), accompany guests (lviya). The Vilna Gaon suggests that Avraham was repairing the mistakes of Adam (eating), Noah (drinking), and Sedom (accompanying guests) 

Aliya 5  See verse 21:8. Why does Avraham wait until Yitzchak is weaned to host a great feast? See Rabbeinu Bahya who suggests that Avraham waits until Yitzchak is old enough to study Torah, & recognize G-d, like he did when he was 3 years old. See Radak who helps us understand this idea by suggesting this was the moment when Yitzchak began to speak. - In verse 21:9, why is Yishma’el not identified by name? What is Yishma’el doing that warrants his exile? Why does the verse explicitly state Yishma’el is the child of Avraham? See Seforno that suggests Yishma’el was publicly denigrating the lineage of Yitzchak, suggesting that Avimelech was his biological father. The Malbim suggests that Yishma’el would not have created this rumor himself (he was about 15 years old) but must have heard it at home from his mother. 

Aliya 7  It is well-worth paying close attention to the details of this short Aliya. Note that a critical story in Jewish tradition has just 20 verses dedicated to it.  Examine verse 22:3. The Noam Elimelech understands why we are told later that Avraham brings with him fire (22:6), and a knife (22:6), these tools are not readily available but why does Avraham carry wood with him for 3 days?  Surely there would have been trees for cutting down within earshot of Avraham’s destination? Perhaps, if Avraham had to search for wood once he arrived at Mt. Moriah, he never would have gotten to the Akeidah.  - As an aside: Why is Avraham’s knife known as a ‘ma’achelet’  (see 22:10) - what does this word mean? Why use it now? 

Aliya 1  See 18:1. Why are we told that Avraham is located in ‘Elonai Mamre’? Or alternatively, why did G-d appear to Avraham in ‘Elonai Mamre’? Rashi comments that G-d visits Avraham while he is on the land of Mamre b/c it was Mamre who offered Avraham advice on the instruction to perform circumcision.  The Da’at Zkenim isn’t sure why Avraham, who flawlessly passed the 10 tests of faith, would need outside guidance from Mamre on the circumcision. Perhaps, he suggests, Avraham was looking for guidance on the medical procedure itself.  How would you translate ‘Elonai Mamre’? Could the word be a precursor for what is about to take place with Avraham’s guests (see 18:4)? See Rabbeinu Bahya for more. 
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