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Aliya 2 | 37:12-22 
 

Read verses 37:12-14. Why does the 
Torah repeatedly state the location 

of the brothers, Shechem? Rashi 
indicates that Shechem was and will be 

the site of foreboding events. The 
Rashbam quoting Rabbi Yoseph Karo 
suggested that Ya’akov was surprised 
that the brothers would spend time in 
an area that they had killed the local 

inhabitants not so long ago. The 
Seforno suggests that Ya’akov was 

indicating to Yosef that the brothers 
were near by, he wouldn’t have to 

travel far. The Ohr HaChaim heads in a 
different direction by suggesting that 
Ya’akov was deliberate in restricting 
where Yosef should go. Only go to 

Shechem, were Ya’akov’s instructions 
and when (37:15-17) Yosef doesn’t find 
them in Shechem but heads out in his 
own direction, that is when the trouble 

begins. This begins to explain the 
safety precaution Ya’akov took in 

sending Yosef to his brothers. 

Aliya 3 | 37:23-36 
 

Read verse 37:24. Why does the Torah inform us that an 
empty pit had no water in it? This seems repetitive, clearly 

something without anything in it, has no water. Rashi says that 
the statement of no water was to teach us that there indeed was 

no water but there were snakes and scorpions. The Siftei 
Chachamim understands in Rashi that when the brothers 

examined the pit they did not see the snakes since they had not 
concluded their intent to kill Yosef. The snakes and scorpions 

where hiding in the cracks of the pit. Had the brothers seen the 
snakes and scorpions in the pit, and witnessed Yosef come 

out unharmed, they surely would have changed their 
attitude towards him. The Netziv suggests that the brothers 
primary concern were that Yosef not die at their hand, if there 
was water perhaps Yosef would drown. In preparation for the next 
Aliya see verse 37:27 & 37:32 (The Medrash claims these words were said by 
Yehudah) which contain the first words uttered on the record by Yehudah. 

Aliya 4 | 38:1-30 
 

Read verse 38:1. The story of Yehuda & Tamar which occurs over 
years (Yehuda gets married & has three sons, two of which grow 

to marriageable age), interrupts the story of Yosef’s sale. Why? As 
Yosef is going ’down to Egypt’ (39:1) Yehuda ‘went down from his 
brothers’ (38:1). Yehuda’s leadership in the sale of Yosef (see 37:27 
& 37:32) alienates him from his brothers. As Yehuda tells his father 
of the bloody coat of Yosef (37:32) he is also presented by Tamar 
his coat as evidence of illicit wrong-doing (38:25). Following the 

brother’s dipping Yosef’s coat in the blood of a goat (37:31), 
Yehuda promises Tamar payment of a goat (38:17). All of these 

comparable events were to sow the seeds of redemption 
before exile has begun. Yehuda, who had acted in a sinister 

manner by deceiving his father over the supposed death of Yosef, 
loses his own sons, and finally transforms into the leader who 
takes responsibility for his mistakes. (See Da’at Zkenim 39:1) 

Aliya 6 | 39:7-23 
 

Examine 39:19. What was Potifar angry about 
& why did he not kill Yosef? The Ramban 
suggests that either it was miraculous, or 

because Potiphar had strong affection for Yosef, 
or perhaps Potiphar couldn’t fathom that Yosef 
would have done such a thing, after all Yosef 

had integrity. The Ibn Ezra suggests that 
Potiphar had his doubts about the accusations 
& would therefore not kill him based on these 
accusations. The Ohr HaChaim suggests that 

Potiphar had his doubts regards the veracity of 
the accusations. For this reason the verse is not 
specific about what he is angry, indicating that 

Potiphar was not angry about the specific 
reports his wife was bringing him but was 

perhaps angry because his house would now 
lack Yosef’s leadership. The Seforno suggests 

that Potiphar was concerned with his reputation 
especially in light of the public discussion of the 
matter (see 39:14). Perhaps Potiphar’s continued 

confidence in Yosef is evident that Potiphar, 
who is in charge of the jails, appoints Yosef to 

oversee the jails functioning. 

Aliya 5 | 39:1-6 
 

See verse 39:3. Potiphar is amazed by 
the success of Yosef and believes that he 
must be blessed by G-d. What caused 
this expression by Potifar? What did 

he see and how did an Egyptian 
recognize G-d in Yosef? Rashi suggests 
that Yosef often mentioned G-d’s name 
within his speech. This is reminiscent of 
his father, Yaakov, who could not help 
but mention G-d when receiving the 
blessings intended for Eisav, causing 

Yitzchak to recognize the voice of 
Ya’akov (see 27:22). Rabbeinu Bahya 

Bamidbar 7:48 suggests that Yosef would 
quietly recite blessings before eating 

food, at which point Potifar would 
inquire what he was doing. Yosef would, 

much like his great-grandfather 
Avraham, explain to Potifar about G-d. 

The Netziv suggests a more subtle 
approach by Potiphar. He noticed that 
only that which Yosef touched would 
turn to gold and thus he had special 

providence. This is why the verse 
concludes with specifically ‘beyado’ - 

Potiphar was profitable by Yosef alone. 

Aliya 7 | 40:1-23 
 

See 40:11-14. Why is the word 
‘kos’ - cup, mentioned four 

times? According to R’ Yehoshua B’ 
Levi (Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:37) 
this is the reason we drink four 

cups of wine on the Seder night. 
The Kli Yakar suggests that we 

drink four cups of wine 
corresponding to four levels of 

salvation one receives when being 
released from jail. This was what 

tipped of Yosef to the fact that the 
butler would be released and the 

baker would. Just as the butler was 
in jail and received messages of 

redemption so to on seder night we 
remember his plight through the 

four cups of wine.  
- 

Chanukah Thought: Kudos to the Kohen who 
hid away 1 kosher jug of oil, to be used at a 

later date when the Bet HaMikdash was 
restored to its former glory. 

Aliya 1 | 37:1-11 
 

Examine 37:1-2. Why are we told that 
Ya’akov now settled down (especially in 

light of the turmoil in the coming 
verses)? And why are we told the age of 

Yosef? Rashi suggests that Ya’akov was 
now seeking tranquility after some 

tumultuous years. Quoting the Medrash 
Bereishit Rabbah 84:3, he states that G-d’s 

promise of tranquility for the righteous 
reminds us of the significance of the World 

to Come. The Kli Yakar suggests that 
Yosef’s youth should have protected him 

from heavenly tribunal but Ya’akov’s desire 
for tranquility created unusual 

circumstances which required closer 
examination of actions. One possible item 

to consider is that this behavior did not 
begin when Yosef turned 17. An earlier 
Rashi (28:9) indicates that Yosef was not 
older then eight when Ya’akov settled in 
the land. The reports of evil-doing may 
have been brought to Ya’akov over the 

course of nine years. 
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