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Aliya 2 | 48:10-16 
 

Read verse 48:10. In verse 48:8  we 
are told that Ya’akov saw Yosef’s 

sons and inquired about them. Why 
now can he not see? The Rashbam 

suggests that there are different levels 
in vision. One can see the outline of a 
person but not necessarily see their 
face which must have been the case 
here. Picking up on this theme, the 
Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that there 
are different levels of vision, one can 

suggest that there is sight and there is 
insight. The Ohr HaChaim asks another 
question of significance related to this 
matter, which is simply Ya’akov has 
been living in Egypt for 17 years 

now, how is it that he doesn’t 
recognize his grandchildren? 

The Ohr HaChaim suggests that the 
most effective way to pass on blessings  

is through a relationship with strong 
bonds. The seeking of identity in his 
grandchildren, is perhaps to increase 

the connections of love between 
grandfather, father, and grandchildren. 

Aliya 3 | 48:17-22 
 

In what has become an iconic moment, Yosef tries to correct 
what he perceives as a mistake in the placement of his father’s 

right hand upon the head of the younger son, Ephraim. What is 
the disagreement between Ya’akov & Yosef and why did it 

manifest itself this way? The Da’at Zkenim suggests that Yosef 
saw this as a possible affront to him. Was it Ya’akov’s belief that 
Yosef didn’t know in which order to place his sons? One cannot 
help but notice how there was a continued dynamism regarding 
who was to lead the descendants of Ya’akov (Yehuda vs. Yosef?), 

which perhaps relates to the original switch of Ya’akov taking 
the first born rights from Eisav. The Netziv does remind us of this 

history with Yitzchak & Ya’akov, which perhaps illustrated to 
Yosef that there was a history of misunderstanding who should 

receive which blessing. The Rashbam understands that this 
incident is largely related to Yosef’s perception that Ya’akov was 

blind and was not aware who was standing in front of him. 

Aliya 4 | 49:1-18 
 

In verse 49:1 Ya’akov states his intention to reveal the end of days 
but he doesn’t. He never gets to it. Why?  

Rashi quoting the Medrash Bereishit Rabbah 98:2 suggests that 
Ya’akov lost his Divine insight at that very moment and he began 
to discuss other matters. His intention was to reveal the future but 
could only while the Divine Presence rested with him. The Ramban 
states that Ya’akov’s intentions were to reveal to his son’s details of 

the messianic era, and he certainly made subtle references to it 
(see verse 49:56), but the Divine Presence did not permit Ya’akov 

to reveal explicit information on this matter. The Chizkuni suggests 
that Ya’akov is not talking of the end of days, but referring to the 
promise given to Avraham, in specific the 400 years of slavery that 

were about to start. The Ba’al HaTurim paints the picture a little 
further for us. As Ya’akov loses his insight, he wanders why, 

speculating that there may still be ‘sin’ among his sons.  

Aliya 6 49:27-50:20 
 

The language of 49:33 seems to be unusual and 
indirect. Rashi suggests that Ya’akov is not 

described as to have died but rather “gathered 
to his people” but our father Ya’akov still lives 
(see Talmud Ta’anit 5b). While this statement 

become the paradigm of Jewish existence, what 
does it mean and why is it so influential that 
even the Torah will not refer to the passing 

of Ya’akov? The Maharal of Prague quoting the 
Talmud Baba Batra 115a regarding David 

HaMelech’s legacy continuing to live in his son, 
states that if one’s descendant live by the values 

with which you lived by, it as if you never die. 
Indeed the Talmud in Brachot 15 states that the 

righteous live in even after their physical 
passing. It may be that their existence upon the 
world leaves an indelible mark upon humanities 
existence. The timeless question Yosef asks last 

week, “is my father still alive?” has defined much 
of our existence throughout exile. In both 

seeking out G-d and understanding the miracle 
of Jewish survival, this question has echoed 

upon the lips of many generations.  

Aliya 5 | 49:19-26 
 

Examine verse 49:26 in which Ya’akov 
states his confidence in the effectiveness 
of the blessings he has received. What is 
the difference in Ya’akov’s blessings, 

from those that have come 
beforehand? Rashi suggests that 

Ya’akov recognized that the sheer scope 
of his blessing, until the ends of the 

earth (see 28:14), was huge in 
comparison to the more limited 

blessings given to Avraham & Yitzchak. 
The Netziv believes that Ya’akov is 

stating that the blessing he is offering to 
Yosef is greater then that he received 

from his father, Yitzchak. Ya’akov’s 
blessing extended to that produce that 

was essential to living, Ya’akov’s blessing 
to Yosef extended to all types of items 
and to a great amount of strength. The 

Kli Yakar suggests that the blessings 
Ya’akov received were in private and 
could not be a badge of pride. The 

blessings that Ya’akov was giving Yosef 
were public and would not cause 

jealousy, as was previously problematic. 
#teshuvagemura 

Aliya 7 | 50:21-26 
 

As we conclude the book of Bereishit,  
we are presented with Yosef’s last will 

and testament (see 50:25). Who is 
Yosef talking to and what is the 

overall message he is passing 
along? The Ba’al HaTurim suggests 
that Yosef did not give this directive 
to his own sons but to his brothers. 

He said to them, “”you took me from 
Shechem, you will eventually return 

me to Shechem”. The Ramban 
confirms that Yosef was outlived by 
his brothers and, they understood 

that the future was some sort of exile, 
and thus Yosef instructed his brothers 

and their children to bring his 
remains back to Shechem. The Netziv 
suggests that this may be a parting 

gift that Yosef provides his 
descendants. Every time the Jewish 
people visited the tomb of Yosef, 

they would remember the promise 
they had yet to fulfill. 

Aliya 1 | 47:28-48:9 
 

Examine 47:29. How did Ya’akov know 
that he was near the day of his passing? 

Was he sick? The Ramban states that 
Ya’akov was not sick but weak from age. It 

was this feeling of weakness and 
exhaustion that tipped off Ya’akov to his 

imminent demise. The Netziv suggests that 
since Ya’akov is referred to in this verse as 
Yisrael, a name of strength, it is clear that 
Ya’akov is not gravely sick but is aware of 
his physical demise because of his intense 
spirituality. Alternatively, Ya’akov did not 
want to wait until he was sick and thus 
summoned Yosef to make the various 

arrangements for his passing. The Radak 
points out that it was the absence of 

sickness that caused concern for Ya’akov. 
He did not want to pass away without 
warning and preparations. The Sforno 

points out that Ya’akov’s concern was with 
the hyper-focus of the Egyptians on the 

afterlife. It was for this reason that Ya’akov 
requested that internment shouldn’t take 
place but direct burial outside of Egypt. 
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