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Aliya 3 | 4:41-49 

Examine verse 4:41.  

What does Moshe do in the verse 
and why does he do it now?  

Rashi suggests the Moshe was not 
impacted by the fact that these cities 
will not be relevant for decades. If 
Moshe had the opportunity to 
con t r ibu te , he wou ld do so 
regardless of how long it would take 
to come to fruition. The Da’at 
Zkenim reminds us that Moshe, 
himself had had to live the life of a 
fugitive and therefore he was 
motivated to care for those who 
were most vulnerable. It did not 
matter that these cities wouldn’t be 
functioning for decades. Moshe was 
motivated by his own experience. 

Aliya 1 | 3:23-4:4 

Examine verse 3:23. 
What is unique about this request of 

Moshe? How is the uniqueness 
expressed in the verse? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe’s request here 
was for a gift from God rooted in 
generosity, and not because Moshe 
deserved God’s kindness. The Ramban 
points out that in a few verses earlier 
(3:21) Moshe spoke of his charge to 
Yehoshua to be confident in his effort to 
conquer the land. This is the background 
setting for the request Moshe makes in our 
verse. The Da’at Zkenim explains Rashi a 
little further by drawing our attention to 
Shemot 33:13 in which God says he will 
ultimately forgive sinners through a gift of 
Techina (a undeserving gift). By using this 
language, Moshe says to God he 
remembers this promise of God. 

Aliya 2 | 4:5-40 

Examine verse 4:5. 

Why is this verse brought now? What 
does it add until now?  

Ibn Ezra suggests that this is the first 
time Moshe speaks of the command he 
received to teach the Torah. He was 
fulfilling a command of God by passing 
on the Torah. The Rabbeinu Bahya 
understands this verse as informing on 
the idea that one should not get paid 
to teach Torah. Moshe taught the Torah 
because he was commanded to do so, 
not because he received a big salary. 
The Kli Yakar adds that because 
salaries are not attached to the 
teaching of Torah, the collective buy in 
to the values it teaches in equal. 

Aliya 4 | 5:1-18 

Examine verse 5:1. 

Why does Moshe now call to the Jewish 
people? What is the lesson he is trying 

to teach?  

Ibn Ezra suggests that Moshe declares 
the details of the covenant made with the 
children. The Ohr HaChaim suggests that 
as a result of the conquest of Sichon & 
Og the Jewish people were scattered 
over a large space. It was therefore 
necessary for Moshe to call the people 
together. Alternatively, he suggests that 
up until this point Moshe had only been 
addressing the men. Now that he was 
review the Ten Commandments, it would 
become necessary for every member of 
the Jewish people to be present and thus 
he calls for everyone to come. 

Aliya 5 | 5:19-6:3 

Examine verses 5:19-20. 

What did the people see and hear? 
What is this verse describing?  

Rashi suggests that the Jewish people 
heard God speak ing a l l o f the 
commandments without pausing for 
breath. Because God does not need to 
breath He can speak for an endless 
period of time without having to pause. 
The Chizkuni suggests that for the third 
40 days and night Moshe was on top of 
the Mountain, the Jewish people heard 
the voice and instructions of God. 
Alternatively, one can also understand 
that the Jewish people only heard the 
Ten Commandments from God and 
nothing else. What they heard was 
limited in scope. 

Aliya 6 | 6:4-25 

Examine verse 6:4. 
Why does God’s name appear twice in 

this verse?  

Rashi suggests that this is a statement 
regarding the loyalty God now has to the 
Jewish people. Today, God is the God of 
the Jewish people - one day He will be 
recognized as God of all humanity. The Ohr 
HaChaim offers a deeper perspective on 
this view. This statement of faith is one that 
illustrates a commitment to a unique 
relationship between the Jewish people and 
God, yet there is no other alternative. God 
is one and therefore all encompassing. 

Aliya 7 | 7:1-11 

Examine verse 7:2. 
What does the instruction ‘lo tchaneim’ 

mean? What are its parameters?  

Rashi suggests that it is not permitted to 
recognize the beauty in something that is not 
rooted in Jewish values. Alternatively, he 
suggests that one is not permitted to give land 
to those who are not believers in God.  The 
Siftei Chakhamim suggests that we wouldn’t 
even be able to let them live on the land and tax 
them. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that we are not 
to be compassionate with the inhabitants of the 
land even though we may feel sorry for them. 
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