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Aliya 3 | 6:29-7:7 

Examine verses 6:29-30. 
What is the purpose of these verses? 

They both repeat already stated 
matters (see 6:11-12)? 

Rashi suggests that since the 
narrative was broken up with the 
lineage of Reuven, Shimon, & Levi, 
these two verses are mentioned to re-
orient us back to the original 
narrative. The Rashbam suggests that 
the Torah earlier simply mentioned 
M o s h e ’s c o n c e r n s w i t h h i s 
leadership. Now that we have heard 
about the other potential leaders, 
Moshe’s concerns are restated in 
context of anyone else who may play 
a leadership role. This essentially 
shows that no one was as qualified 
as Moshe. The Chizkuni suggests that 
this statement of Moshe is mentioned 
here again to connect it to verse 7:1 
in which Aharon is appointed 
spokesperson for Moshe. 

Aliya 1 | 6:2-13 
  

Examine verse 6:2.  
What does God say to Moshe here? 
What does God clarify for Moshe at 

the end of this verse?  

Rashi suggests that God identifies 
Himself to Moshe by expressing to him 
that He would follow through on His 
c o m m i t m e n t s . Th e n a m e G o d 
introduces to Moshe is indicative of 
God’s giving due rewards to those who 
deserve it. The Da’at Zkenim suggests 
that God referring to Himself by this 
name was creating a contrast in how 
Moshe was to represent God to the 
Pharaoh. To the enemies of the Jewish 
people, the God of I s rael was 
determined to exact judgment. To Israel, 
God was exacting His promise and 
commitment made to the Avot. The 
S forno sugges t s tha t God was 
reaffirming to Moshe that He alone is in 
control of the destiny of the world. 

Aliya 2 | 6:14-28 

Why does the Torah interrupt the 
narrative to tell us the genealogy of 

the Jewish people? Why is this 
genealogy limited to only the first 

three tribes?  

Rashi suggests two reasons: firstly, the 
Torah offers the lineage of Moshe & 
Aharon as they will now be playing a 
central, prominent role in the 
narrative. Alternatively, Ya’akov was 
critical of these three tribes on his 
death bed, so the Torah mentions 
them again to show that they are still 
of worth. The Rashbam adjusts the 
suggestion of Rashi slightly, stating 
that these tribes were necessary to the 
fabric of the Jewish nation despite the 
criticism they received from Ya’akov. 
He also suggests that it was necessary 
for the Torah to give us the lineage of 
Korach & Pinchas because they both 
appear later. 

Aliya 4 | 7:8-8:6 

Examine verses 7:8-9. 
What is the purpose of these 

miracles? What is the difference 
between the ‘miracle’ (Ot) 

performed before the Jewish people 
vs. the ‘miracle’ (Mofet) performed 

in front of the Pharaoh? 

Rashi suggests that the purpose of 
this miracle was to show the might 
of the God of the Jews to the 
Pharaoh. The Sforno suggests that 
t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e m i ra c l e 
performed before the Jewish people 
was to prove Moshe’s worthiness to 
be messenger for God. When 
performed before the Pharaoh, it was 
to prove the power and authenticity 
of the Jewish God. The Da’at 
Zkenim suggests that these miracles 
were a direct message to the 
Pharaoh who believed he was a 
beast. God was saying to Pharaoh 
that He created the beasts. 

Aliya 5 | 8:7-8:18 

Examine verse 8:7-8. 

Why does Moshe pray for the frogs 
to be removed? What type of prayer 

does he offer?  

Rashi suggests that the promised time 
constraint, to get rid of the frogs 
within 24 hours, gave Moshe a sense 
of urgency so he felt compelled to 
approach God. The Sforno suggests 
that since removal of the frogs 
(crocodiles) required keeping them in 
the Nile but removing them from the 
rest of Egypt, this would take extra 
attention from God as He took away 
the plague. The Tur Ha’aruch 
suggests that since the Pharaoh had 
set out a challenge to see whether 
Moshe could come through, he felt a 
particular urgency to come up with 
the goods. For this reason, Moshe 
plays an active role in getting rid of 
the frogs from Egypt. 

Aliya 6 | 8:19-9:16 

Examine verse 8:19. 
What does ‘pedut’ mean? What are its 

implications as opposed to the restriction 
of the Jewish people living in Goshen? 

The Rashbam says that the word Pedut 
means "to make a distinct separation." Rashi 
suggests that the process of redemption will 
make a distinction between the Jewish 
people and their oppressors. The Sforno 
suggests that this verse says that even those 
Jews who lived in the midst of the Egyptians 
were not impacted by the plague of Arov 
that was found in every corner of Egypt. The 
Ba’al HaTurim suggests that this was a 
promise for safety from the Arov. They 
would come out of Egypt whole, distinct, 
and unharmed, unlike the Egyptians. 

Aliya 7 | 9:17-35 

Examine verse 9:18. 

Why does Moshe provide an exact time 
when the Barad will begin? Why was it 

important to state the Barad was 
unprecedented in the history of Egypt?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe scratched a 
mark into the wall and said that the Barad 
will begin when the sun's rays reach that 
mark. Perhaps what is remarkable is that 
Barad will come when the sun is shining, 
in the middle of the day. The Tur Ha’aruch 
suggests that the Barad was particularly 
frightening for Egyptians because it 
generally does not rain in Egypt. This was 
why the unprecedented nature of the 
plague was part of the punishment itself.
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