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Aliya 2 | 26:6-12 
 

Examine 26:12. This verse indicates 
that Yitzchak spent time measuring 
how much his land produced in that 

year. Why? With him reaping so 
much crop (100x expected amount) 
his voracious appetite seems to be 
inconsistent with 1) his belief in   
G-d’s providence 2) his primary 

concern for that which is spiritual, 
and not physical. 

The Medrash Bereishit Rabbah 64:6 
paints a fuller picture of Yitzchak’s 

motivation for meticulously 
counting his profits that year.  

With a great concern for carefully 
tithing the correct amount, one is 
obligated to know exactly what 

profits one has made.  
Rashi draws our attention to this 

concern of Yitzchak suggesting that 
this is why he counts his profits so 

carefully. The Sforno 26:12 identifies 
Yitzchak’s concern for tithing as the 

very reason for his blessings. 

Aliya 3 | 26:13-22 
 

An overarching theme to consider while reading these 
verses (26:13-22) is the general theme of ‘Toldot’. Yitzchak 

plays the significant role of continuing the legacy of 
Avraham, and establishing that all of his work, not just for 

his family but for the larger world, was permanent (Avraham 
dug more wells then he could possibly need b/c of his 

commitment to being a global citizen).  
See 26:15 in which the Philistines have closed up the many 

wells that Avraham had dug. 
Why did Avraham dig so many wells and why were the 
closed following his demise? The Ohr HaChaim suggests 

that the jealousy they had for Yitzchak’s success (26:14) was 
a further expression of envy they had for Avraham’s success 

(this is why the closing of Avraham’s wells  
is mentioned next to verse 14). 

Aliya 4 | 26:23-29 
 

The Talmud Rosh Hashanah 16b advises that one visit a sage or 
a Torah teacher before the Jewish festivals.   

The Kedushat Levi connects this Talmud to verse 26:28. 
What changed that Avimelech was now making peaceful 

overtures to Yitzchak? 
The Kedushat Levi suggests that when one spends time in the 

presence of Torah greatness, one’s perception of the world 
changes.  

Merely interacting with greatness can shape your thinking.  
Following their interaction with Yitzchak, the idolatrous 

emissaries of Avimelech have a very different perspective on 
Yitzchak (26:28) and the world. The Kedushat Levi compares 

this adaption of perception with the moment Avraham greet his 
angelic guest (see 18:2 - why does it say ‘Vayar’ twice). 

Aliya 6 | 27:28-28:4 
 

How do we know that Ya’akov’s deception 
of his father (27:27-29) did not disqualify 

the blessings he received? 
Rashi 27:33 points out that the concluding 

words of this verse are to verify that the 
blessing Ya’akov received cannot be 

disqualified. Rashi also quotes the Medrash 
Tanchuma that suggests Yitzchak trembled 
(27:33) because in this moment he saw the 

presence of Gehinnom in the room, and 
began to realize quite how evil Eisav was. 
The Da’at Zekeim states that Yitzchak saw 

Gehinnom at this moment and was unclear 
whether he was seeing it because he 

deserved it, Ya’akov deserved it, or Eisav 
did. If you pay close attention to the words of 

the verse, immediately following Yitzchak’s 
question “who was it then?” are the words 

“the one who hunted game”. Da’at Zekeinim 
identifies these words as emanating from 
Divine sources identifying Eisav as evil and 

destined for Gehinnom. 
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Examine 27:1-2. Why does Yitzchak 
mention the possibility of his demise 
here? Rashi quoting Bereishit Rabbah 
25 suggests that when one is within 
five years of the age of when your 
parents passed, one should begin 
preparing for one’s own passing. 

Yitzchak at this age was 123 years old 
and was near the age of his mother’s 
passing (127). The Seforno suggests 
that blessings are more potent when 

one is closer to death b/c one’s soul is 
closer to heaven. Yitzchak, who did not 
know when he would die, felt obliged 
to offer blessings now and not wait for 

the time of his death. Examine 27:9. 
Why did Rivkah instruct Yitzchak to 
sacrifice two kids? That seems like a 
lot of meat. Rashi suggests one was 
for Yitzchak to eat & the other was to 

sacrifice as the Paschal Lamb. The Siftei 
Chachamim notes that Yitzchak was 
born on Pesach. This may be why he 

was reflective upon his own mortality. 
It was his birthday! 

Aliya 7 | 28:5-9 
 

Examine 28:5. Rashi seems to 
suggest that he does not know 

the reason why the verse 
concludes with the words 

“Rebecca, mother of Ya’akov & 
Eisav”.  

The Siftei Chachamim wants to 
know why does Rashi bother 

stating he doesn’t know? If you 
don’t know something you 
don’t have to state that you 

don’t know it, just leave it out. 
Perhaps Rashi had some answers 

but wasn’t sure which was the 
most true to the verse. 

It is well worth noting that many 
other commentators work to 

address the reason behind the 
inclusion of these words.  

Rashi’s humility is a powerful 
message. 
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See verse 25:19. What does the ‘Toldot 
Yitzchak’  refer too? How do you 
understand the word ‘Toldot’? 

According to Rashi 25:19, ‘Toldot’ refers 
to the offspring of Yitzchak noting that 
the chapter ahead contains the birth of 
Ya’akov & Eisav. The Seforno 25:19 says 

that Toldot includes the events of his life. 
This may come to explain why the 

background to the birth of Ya’akov & 
Eisav is presented here (25:20-24). 

- 
Examine 25:22. What was Rivkah feeling 

that prompted her to seek G-d (and 
not a doctor)? See Rashi 25:22 for two 
famous explanations. What concerns 

would this have raised for her, 
especially regarding her child’s affinity 
for idolatry? In light of Rivkah’s lineage, 

perhaps she felt responsible for her 
child’s idolatrous inclinations and thus 

seeks out G-d. 
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