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Aliya 3 |26:13-22

Examine verses 26:13-14. 
What is the meaning of ‘va’avuda 

rabba’? What was this new household 
status that caused so much jealousy? 

Rashi  suggests  that  that  Yitzchak 
became  very  busy  maintaining  his 
household. He had many chores to take 
care of. The Rashbam suggests that this 
specifically  refers  to  his  work  in  the 
fields  and  vineyards.  The  Radak 
agrees,  suggesting  that  Yitzchak 
became  very  busy  with  tilling  his 
fields.  The  Ramban  suggests  that 
Yitzchak  acquired  many  animals  and 
possessions  including  camels  and 
donkeys.  The  problem  arose  when 
Yitzchak  had  more  possessions  than 
the King of Gerar.  Wealth during that 
time was not measured by money, but 
by possessions. It seems that Yitzchak had 
been perceived as more powerful than the 
King of  Gerar because he was busier and 
owned more property. This would cause the 
King to expel him from the land.

Aliya 1 |25:19-26:5

Examine verse 25:19. 

Why does this verse (and the entire 
parsha) begin with ‘v’eleh’?

Rashi suggests that the word ‘v’eleh’ is used 
to show that we will now begin to discuss 
the children of  Yitzchak:  Ya’akov & Eisav. 
The Ibn Ezra  expands on this,  connecting 
this  section  with  the  prior  section  that 
discusses the descendants of Yishma’el. The 
Sforno  suggests  that  this  introduction 
comes  to  include  a  biography  of  both 
Yitzchak  and  his  descendants.  The  entire 
verse  indicates  a  fluidity  between  the 
generations  in  light  of  the  verse  mentioning 
Avraham in  the  context  of  the  generations  of 
Yitzchak.  The  Radak  suggests  that  the 
discussion of the descendants of Yitzchak is 
introduced this  way because we will  now 
undertake an extensive discussion of their 
actions.  This  is  in  direct  contrast  with the 
limited records of Yishma’el’s descendants.  

Aliya 2 |26:6-12

Examine verses 26:6-7.
What is the significance of the place 
Yitzchak is in? Why does Yitzchak 

take precautionary measures 
recorded in verse 26:7?

The Netziv points out that Gerar was 
the city of the King at the time. Even 
though Yitzchak received no help from 
the  King,  he  stayed  there  per  the 
instructions of God to not go down to 
Egypt.  The  Radak  suggests  that  this 
instruction from God was for Yitzchak 
to  stay  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
land  promised  to  Avraham.  This 
would include the  city  of  Gerar.  The 
Chizkuni points out two insights. The 
Philistines  had  been  impacted  by 
Avraham’s  prior  visit  and  therefore 
they  inquired  about  Rivkah  before 
taking her. Furthermore, Yitzchak had 
no  military  experience  and  therefore 
they were not intimidated by him.

Aliya 4 | 26:23-29

Examine verse 26:24.

Why does God instruct Yitzchak not 
to worry? 

Rashbam  suggests  that  Yitzchak  was 
physically  afraid  of  the  Philistine 
shepherds  and,  for  that  reason,  in 
verse 26:23 he moves away from them. 
Therefore,  in  26:24,  God  instructs 
Yitzchak not to act based on his fears. 
The  Ohr  HaChaim  suggests  that 
Yitzchak wasn’t sure whether to view 
the expulsion by the Philistine King as 
a Divine punishment and that he had 
fallen  out  of  God’s  favor.  Therefore, 
Yitzchak  needed  reassurances  from 
God.  The  Ramban  suggests  that 
Yitzchak  is  indeed  worried  that  his 
expulsion from Avimelech indicates a 
downturn  in  his  fortunes.  God 
showesYitzchak  otherwise  by  having 
Avimelech  approach  Yitzchak  (26:26) 
requesting he keep the promise made 
to Avraham. 

Aliya 5 |26:30-27:27

Examine verses 26:32-33.

Why do they call the town “Shiva’ah”?

Rashi suggests that the word Shiva’ah is 
closely  related  to  the  word  Shvu’ah 
which is a reference to the oath that he 
made  with  God.  The  Sforno  &  the 
Netziv suggest that he calls it  Shiva’ah 
because this is the seventh well that has 
been  dug  (three  each  by  Avraham  & 
Yitzchak). The Radak suggests that both 
Avraham  &  Yitzchak  had  named  the 
location  Be’er  Sheva  in  front  of 
Avimelech as  a  long-term reminder of 
the  commitments  made  to  each  other 
there.  The Radak continues to suggest 
that this name sticks with this location 
because both father and son (Avraham 
& Yitzchak) had named it thus. When a 
location  commemorates  two  historic 
events,  one  that  happened to  a  father 
and one to a son, one can experience the 
Divine presence in Jewish history.

Aliya 6 |27:28-28:4

Examine verse 27:28.
What is the nature of this blessing? Why does it 

begin with a language of giving? 

Rashi suggests that the blessing stated in 27:28 is 
connected with  Yitzchak’s  statement  in  the  prior 
verse, 27:27. Yitzchak, reminded of the smell of the 
field,  proceeds  to  bless  Ya’akov  with  bountiful 
produce of the field. The Rashbam zeroes in more 
closely on the final words of the prior verse, “that 
God  has  blessed.”  Once  God’s  blessings  were 
invoked,  it  was  now appropriate  for  Yitzchak to 
offer  his  blessings.  The  Ohr  HaChaim  suggests 
that  as  Yitzchak  is  about  to  bestow  blessings  of 
physical prosperity on who he thought was Eisav, 
the  beginning  of  the  verse,  and  the  mention  of 
God’s  name  of  judgement,  communicates  that 
these  blessings  are  conditional  on  keeping  the 
traditions and values of Avraham.

Aliya 7 |28:5-9

Examine verse 28:5.
Why does Yitzchak send Ya’akov specifically to 
Lavan? How does he send him to someone who 

is devoid of religious sensitivity? 

Rashi  opens  our  thinking  about  this  verse  by 
suggesting that he doesn’t know of a reason why 
the  words  “the  mother  of  Ya’akov  & Eisav”  are 
included in this verse. The Maharal points out that 
the birth of Eisav, who was destined to leave the 
faith,  was  going  to  stay  behind  with  Yitzchak. 
There  can  only  be  one  reason  to  leave  Yitzchak 
alone with Eisav and that was for Ya’akov to find a 
wife. The closing words of this verse are a hint to 
the fact that Ya’akov will find his wife through his 
mother’s  family.  Rivkah’s  family  would produce 
nations (See 25:23) and Ya’akov needed to find a 
wife who could help him create the Jewish people.
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