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Aliya 2 | 25:17-30 
 

Examine verse 25:17 which describes the 
construction of the lid of the Aron.  
How thick was the lid of the Aron? 

The Chizkuni says that the thickness of 
the lid of the Aron was not recorded 

because no one would see its thickness. 
The only visible part of the lid would be 
its top which rested above the walls of 

the Aron itself.  
Rashi quoting the Talmud Sukkah 5a 

states that it was one cubit thick.  
The Me’am Loez suggests that the 

construction of the lid of the Aron was 
one of the most significant miracles in 
the Mishkan. He suggests that the gold 

the Jewish people donated was not 
enough to construct even just the lid of 
the Aron, let alone the other vessels of 
the Mishkan. Therefore the lid’s exact 
dimensions were not revealed in order 
that the amount of gold required for its 
construction not be easily determined. 

The Bekhor Shor points out that the item 
which rested between the Luchot and the 
Shechina was made out of pure and solid 

gold & was not describable. 

Aliya 3 | 25:31-26:14 
 

The item that has come to symbolize the revival of Jewish 
independence more then anything else is the Menorah of the 
Beit Hamikdash. Rashi on verse 25:31 observes the unusual 

language:  “the Menorah shall be made of…”,  
generally when instructing the construction of an items in the 

Mishkan, Moshe was instructed “and you shall make…”  
Why does the Torah instruct the  

construction of the Menorah using a passive voice? 
Rashi answers that Moshe was puzzled by the construction of the 

Menorah and therefore it was constructed passively by being 
thrust into a bonfire. The Maharal quoting the Talmud Menachot 
29a suggests that Moshe played an active but not exclusive role 
in constructing the Menorah. Anything constructed by Heaven, 

for earth, needed human involvement in its construction for it to 
exist. The example the Maharal mentions is that of splitting the 

Reed Sea, which began with Moshe waiving it apart.  

Aliya 4 | 26:15-30 
 

Verse 26:15 begins the description of the wooden planks that will 
enclose the Mishkan. In this verse these acacia wooden planks were 

described as being “upright”.  
Why is that a significant feature of this material? 

Rashi suggests that this was instructing as to how these planks 
should lay in their construction. They should be perpendicular and 

not horizontal around the Mishkan. The Chizkuni suggests that these 
planks where to be cut from fresh trees and not to be collected from 

already disconnected limbs.  
The Talmud Yoma 72a records that the panels would be used in the 
way in which they grew and thus needed to be constructed upright 

instead of horizontal. The Da’at Zkenim suggests that these wooden 
planks would never dry out. They stayed fresh as if they were still 

planted in the ground, and perhaps, therefore needed to be stored 
and used as if they were planted in the ground.  

Aliya 6 | 27:1-8 
 

This Aliya describes the construction of the outer 
alter upon which all animal sacrifices where 

brought. These instructions are placed right after 
we are told about the various Keilim that were to 
be created inside of the Mishkan. There remains 

one vessel that seemingly should have been placed 
before this description and yet is not.  

Why does the Torah skip the instruction for the 
inner Alter of gold, used for the sacrifice of 

incense? Alternatively, why is the outer Alter 
placed at this moment?   

The Tzror HaMor (a survivor of the 1492 expulsion 
from Spain) suggests that the sacrifice brought 

upon the golden, inner alter was the sweetest of 
all sacrifices. This alter was described last, because 

while it tied the entire project together in 
sweetness (like many have the custom to recite 
Ketoret every day at the end of Tefilah) it wasn’t 

the central reason for the construction of the 
Mishkan.  

The outer alter, that would function the sacrifices 
of the Jewish people, and assist in attaining 
atonement was the central reason for the 

Mishkan.  

Aliya 5 | 26:31-37 
 

Read verse 26:31.  
The work of crafting the curtain, that 

separates the Holy of Holies from 
everything else, is described as the work 

of skilled craftsmen.  
What does it mean they were skilled? 

Rashi suggests that this work of an artist 
was complex in that it was the weaving 
on top of the two surfaces, with each 

surface having its own design.  
The Rashbam suggests that this is 

specifically the work of an embroiderer, 
who stiches their design on top of the 

surface.  
The Chizkuni suggests that this craft 

required particular skill in being attentive 
to detail.  

The Kli Yakar indicates that the tapestry 
of the curtain was to remind us that one 

needs to craft oneself like an angel 
before one is permitted to enter beyond 

the curtain. All of the work the Kohen 
Gadol performs before Yom Kippur, is to 

prepare him to be angelic enough to 
enter past the curtain, into the Holy of 

Holies. 

Aliya 7 | 27:9-19 
 

In the final verse of this Aliya, 27:19, 
we are taught that there are many 
items that were made of copper.  

What exactly is this verse 
instructing us to do? Rashi suggests 
that this verse is teaching us about 
the tools that were used to put up 

and take down the Mishkan. The Ibn 
Ezra seems to agree with Rashi 

although he expands this instruction, 
coming to include possibly anything 
used to maintain the Mishkan, the 

courtyard surrounding it and its 
foundations. The Sforno suggests 

that this is referring to the utensils 
and tools needed to perform the 

service of the Mishkan. The 
footnotes in the JPS Bible points out 

that generally the furnishings that 
were inside the sanctuary itself were 

made of gold, and those outside 
were made of less precious copper. 

Perhaps this is the distinction 
between what this verse applies too. 

Aliya 1 | 25:1-16 
 

Verse 25:2 instructs us to “take gifts” rather 
then what seems more natural, to give gifts. 
Rabbeinu Bahya explains that the Mishkan 

would be a continuation of the Sannaitic 
experience with one difference. The 
revelation on Sanai was public, the 

revelation in the Mishkan would be private.  
Perhaps the language of ‘taking’ extends 
significance to the privacy required of the 
building a sanctuary for G-d in this world. 

What is celebrated is the ability to create a 
space for G-d in this physical world. We are 

cautious that that donors should not be 
front and center within this campaign. They 

are certainly being generous but the building 
of a Temple has to be steeped in privacy. 
The Abarbarnel address the difference in 

giving vs. taking of our verse simply by 
adjusting the lens with which we view the 
verse. The instructions of 25:2 were not 

given to the Jewish people but were offered 
to the charity collectors. These collectors 
were instructed to take funds from the 

entire Jewish people. 
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