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Aliya 3 | 25:31-26:14 

Examine verse 26:1. 

What was the point of these cloths? 
How were they created (what is 

Ma’aseh Choshev)?  

Rashi suggests that the cloths were 
going to be the roof & walls of the 
Mishkan. The images on these cloths 
were not stitched, but rather woven 
into them as the cloths were being 
made, enabling there to be different 
images in either side of the cloth. The 
Ohr HaChaim says that there are 10 
cloths corresponding to the 10 
utterances with which the world was 
created. The creation of the Mishkan 
was the creation of a new world, and 
the ten cloths created the structure of 
this new world. The Ba’al HaTurim 
connects the ten cloths to the Aseret 
HaDibrot on the Luchot. These two 
suggestions may be related to each 
other.

Aliya 1 | 25:1-16 

Examine verse 25:2. 

What does the Torah mean when it says 
that we should take a gift ‘for me’? 
When did this instruction occur? 

Rashi suggests that taking a gift for God 
means taking gifts to glorify the name of 
God in this world. The Da’at Zkenim 
suggests that God had told Moshe of 
His intention to have a ‘presence’ in the 
midst of the Jewish people. They would 
be contributing the 'housing' for this 
presence. The Chizkuni suggests that 
this instruction was given to Moshe on 
Mt. Sinai before the sin of the golden 
calf. The connection between this 
instruction and what took place on top 
of Mt. Sinai is the point of connecting 
this verse (25:2) to Sinai according to 
Rabbeinu Bahya. The gifts of the Jewish 
people will recreate a perpetual Sinai 
experience on Earth. 

Aliya 2 | 25:17-30 

Examine verse 25:17. 

What was the thickness of the cover 
on the Ark of the Covenant? What 

was the purpose of the lid? 

The Ibn Ezra suggests that the 
th ickness o f the l id was no t 
mentioned but the point of it was to 
achieve some form of atonement.  
Rashi suggests that although the 
thickness of the lid was not recorded, 
the Rabbis in the Talmud Sukkot 5a 
concluded that the lid was one cubit 
thick. The Siftei Chachamim explains 
that Rashi knew the thickness of the 
lid because it is described as the face 
of the ark (Vayikra 16:2) and a face is 
not smaller than one cubit in length.  
The Ktav VeHakkabalah suggests that 
the word ‘kaporet’ is related to the 
word for atonement. The lid of the ark 
will atone for the Jewish nation. 

Aliya 4 | 26:15-30 

Examine verse 26:15.  

Why does it state that these planks 
were upright?  

Rashi suggests that these boards 
would be placed perpendicular so 
that the breadth of the board not be 
placed upon one another. The Sforno 
points out that it was generally 
normal to place these kind of boards 
horizontally, thus requiring the 
instruction to not do so. The Ibn Ezra 
suggests that the reedason for this is 
that the boards need to be placed in 
the manner in which they grew as 
trees, which was upright. The 
Chizkuni suggests that the command 
that these boards be upright was to 
exclude any parts of a tree that had 
fallen off. It was required that all the 
wood be gathered deliberately, and 
be cut down from a tree that is alive 
and still growing.  

Aliya 5 | 26:31-37 

Examine verse 26:31. 

What is the Parochet? What is 
Ma’aseh Choshev? What are the 

Keruvim? 

Rashi suggests that the Parochet is the 
separating curtain between the 
‘King’ (God) and His people. He also 
explains that Ma’aseh Choshev 
means that designs were weaved into 
the fabric of the Parochet. The 
Keruvim were images of various 
creations of God. The Rashbam 
points out that the placement of this 
discussion indicates that the Parochet 
was a divider between the Holy of 
Holy sanctuary and the Holy 
Sanctuary. Both Rashi & the Ralbag 
connect the creation of the Parochet 
to the creation of the curtains that 
separated the Mishkan from the 
world.

Aliya 6 | 27:1-8 

Examine verse 27:1. 

Which Mizbeach is this? What is a 
Mizbeach? 

The Rashbam suggests that this Mizbeach 
was the copper altar that was located in the 
courtyard in front of the Mishkan. Rabbeinu 
Bahya points out that this was the Mizbeach 
that was most frequently used for sacrifices. 
He also mentions that the square shape of 
this Mizbeach was associated with the fourth 
letter in the Hebrew name for God. There 
was clearly great spiritual symbolism in the 
Mizbeach. The Da’at Zkenim suggests that 
the word Mizbeach is an acronym for the 
Hebrew words for forgiveness, merit, 
blessing and life. This Mizbeach was 
supposed to represent each.

Aliya 7 | 27:9-19 

Examine verse 27:19. 

What is the lesson of this verse? What does 
it add? 

Rashi suggests that this verse teaches that it 
was necessary to construct and disassemble  
the Mishkan in the proscribed manner. 
There was no room to change the 
procedure. The Ibn Ezra & the Sforno 
suggest that this verse teaches us that all the 
vessels of the Mishkan needed to be 
constructed specifically for service in the 
Mishkan. The Chizkuni says that this verse 
points out that there were pegs that were 
connected to the curtains of the Mishkan. 
These pegs held the curtains taut so there 
was no sagging in between the columns of 
the Mishkan. 
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