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Aliya 3 | 18:1-5 

Examine verses 18:1-2. 
Why do the Kohanim/Levi’im not 
inherit land? What does the Torah 

offer them instead?  

Rabbeinu Bahya points out that if 
you count the children of Ya’akov 
from youngest to oldest, Levi is the 
tenth child. We know that the tenth 
of the flock is dedicated to God, and 
this is the case with the tribe of Levi, 
too. We offer God a tenth of our 
nation, whose ‘inheritance’ (or 
occupation) is exclusively spiritual, as 
an act of dedication to God. The 
Medrash Aggadah, Bereishit 
49:7:3 po ints out that the i r 
inheritance is not the land of Israel 
but the people of Israel. They will be 
sustained by gifts from the people 
and will thus be invested in their 
wellbeing.

Aliya 1 | 16:18-17:13 

Examine verse 16:18. 
What is the purpose of the Shoftim? 
What is the purpose of the Shotrim?  

Rashi suggests that the Shoftim are the 
judges who pronounce the judgement and 
the Shotrim are the bailiffs who enforce 
the ruling. The Ibn Ezra points out the 
significance of the judges/bailiffs is that 
they are placed in each of the cities in 
Israel. They are unlike the Kohanim, who 
are predominantly found in Jerusalem. The 
Chizkuni explains further that the 
placement of this verse illustrates that you 
cannot wait  for the three times a year you 
travel to Jerusalem to ask your questions. 
There needs to be a structure in each city 
to address these questions on a regular 
basis. The Da’at Zkenim points out that 
the territory of the judges was the law and 
the territory of the bailiffs was the people. 

Aliya 2 | 17:14-20 

Examine verse 17:14. 
Is this a command or permission?  

Ramban suggests that, based off of the 
Talmud Sanhedrin 20a, what sounds 
like an optional instruction is actually 
one of the 613 Mitzvot. The Sforno 
explains that the instruction to create a 
heredity leadership position is a form of 
guarantee that the Jewish people will 
never be a flock without a shepherd. 
The Ohr HaChaim says that if you read 
the verse carefully, it says explicitly that 
this will be a request of the people. This 
indicates that what is being offered in 
this verse is permission to do so rather 
than a commandment. Why did the 
Torah give permission now? Why not 
wait until it is relevant? 

Aliya 4 | 18:6-13 

Examine verse 18:6.  

To whom is the Torah speaking? What 
is being instructed in this verse? 

Rashi suggests that this verse is speaking  
specifically of Kohanim even though it 
doesn’t say it explicitly. The Rashbam 
points out that this is an ‘off-duty’ Kohen 
who doesn’t have to perform the service 
in the Beit HaMikdash that day. The 
Chizkuni believes that this verse does 
relate to the Levi’im because they too 
are commanded to teach the Jewish 
people and therefore are encouraged to 
travel the country. The Ba’al HaTurim 
points out that the numerical value of the 
words ‘Vechi Yavo HaLevi’ is the same as 
‘Zehu HaKohein’ indicating, like Rashi, 
that this verse applies only to the Kohein.

Aliya 5 | 18:14-19:13 

Examine verse 18:14.  

What does the conclusion of this 
verse mean? What is God saying 
when He says we are not like the 

gentiles vis a vis horoscopes?  

Rashi says that we do not listen to 
magicians and fortune tellers because 
God has given us methods to connect 
to God (like the Urim VeTumim) that will 
help us understand God’s Will. The Ohr 
HaChaim points out that the conclusion 
of this verse is really saying the 
horoscopes are not an effective way of 
determining the future of the Jewish 
people since God has placed their 
destiny in their own hands. There is no 
‘luck’ when it comes to the Jewish 
people. 

Aliya 6 | 19:14-20:9 

Examine verse 19:14. 
What did the Torah forbid here? Why does 
this have to be stated as explicitly as it is?  

Rashi points out that the Torah already says 
that you shouldn’t rob, why does this need 
to be stated again regarding this specific 
situation? He suggests that this points 
towards how when one moves his fence into 
his neighbor's property, he violates two 
prohibitions when in the land of Israel, but 
only one when in the Diaspora. The Chizkuni 
suggests that this is written explicitly 
because the most bloody disagreements in 
history have been over borders. 

Aliya 7 | 20:10-21:9 

Examine verses 20:10-20 
Let’s examine together a comment of the Ohr 
HaChaim, who compares these verses to the 
battle between the good & evil inclinations. 

He suggests that, in this verse, the city is the 
human being’s body and the entity approaching 
it is the good incl ination. One cannot 
immediately try to destroy the evil inclination. 
The human body cannot survive without servicing 
its physical needs. Therefore the good inclination 
should try and 'make peace' with the physical 
needs of the person. If these peace terms are 
rejected, only then should the good wage war 
against that which can be evil (see the Ohr 
HaChaim inside for much more!)
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