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Aliya 2 | 1:18-2:10 
 

In verse 2:2 we are told that Yocheved 
has child that appears to ‘be good’ and 
therefore she hid him for three months. 
What exactly did Yocheved notice in 

this child that caused her to be 
cautious with him? Rashi quoting the 

Talmud Sotah 12a suggested that 
when this child was born the room was 
filled with light. Perhaps capturing some 

of the emotion of the moment, every 
mother who had a child at the time, 

must have been heartbroken when she 
saw she had a boy. With the fate of boys 

to be perilous, the Chizkuni suggests 
that this child was beautiful and thus 
difficult to ignore. The appearance of 

this child motivated Yocheved to 
protect him when it seemed impossible 
to offer protection. The Chizkuni points 
out further that if, as our Sages states, 
this child was born on the 7

th
 day of 

Adar, and was then hidden for 3 
months, he must have been placed into 
the basket on the river on the 6

th
 day of 

Sivan. The day the Jewish people would 
later receive the Torah. 

Aliya 3 | 2:11-25 
 

In the opening verse of this Aliya (2:11) we are told that Moshe 
had grown up. Assuming that he had grown up in the house of 

Paroah, why was it necessary for Moshe to be raised in such a 
home, why was he removed from direct slavery? 

The Ibn Ezra 2:3 suggests that Moshe, who was going to 
confront the most powerful man in the world at the time, Paroah 

and therefore needed the disposition of a diplomat and the 
confidence of a prince. Had he grown up in a slave household, 

he would not have had these talents. #BanimAtem 
In verse 2:12, why did the Torah tell us about Moshe killing 
the Egyptian? The Ibn Ezra referenced above states that this 

event is recorded to remind us that even though Moshe grew up 
in an Egyptian home, he heavily identified with his ancestral 

people. It may also have been the precursor to Moshe’s 
adventures in Midian. 

Aliya 4 | 3:1-15 
 

Why does G-d appear to Moshe in a burning bush?  
Rabbeinu Bahya & Rashi on verse 3:2 point out that G-d is with 
His people in their pain and thus appears in a lowly thorn bush. 

Rabbeinu Bahya goes further and suggests that the symbol 
represented the very essence of the hard labor the Jewish people 
were going through. While there was the fire of oppression and 

persecution raging all around them, their was a Divine decree that 
this oppression would ultimately not consume them. The Kli Yakar 

seems to flip the suggestion of the Rabbeinu Bahya on its head 
and puts the thorn bush as a symbol of Paroah and his 

stubbornness. There will be many miracles that take place around 
him but he will not be consumed by them and will remain 

committed to him tyrannous rule. It is worth noting that the place 
of the burning bush will erupt in flames again later when the Torah 

is given to the Jewish people in that place. 

Aliya 6 | 4:18-31 
 

Read verse 4:18 which describes an important 
exchange between Moshe and his Father in Law. 

What clues are given about Moshe’s 
disposition in the language he uses to 

describe his mission? 
Many of the commentators offer us some 

context for this conversation, either, like Rashi 
says that Moshe promised he would not leave 

without permission from his Father in law, or the 
Chizkuni who says Moshe simply had to return 
the flock to his Father in law because he did not 
know when he would return. But we are still left 
with this question: why does Moshe use this 

language to describe his mission? The Netziv 
suggests that Moshe realized the task of freeing 
the Jewish people would be long and arduous. 
He planned in between steps to return to his 

family in Midian. The initial step was simply to go 
and check on the phsycial wellbeing of the 

Jewish people, as he says explicitly. Perhaps, 
though, this reflects Moshe’s continued hesitancy 

in taking upon this mission, and its scope. He 
limits it as he describes it to his confidant.  

Aliya 5 | 3:16-4:17 
 

Read 4:1-15.  
Why was Moshe resisting this 

mission and who did he feel it would 
be more appropriate for? 

Rashi suggests two possible thoughts: 
Either that it made more sense to send 

his older brother, Aharon, on this 
mission, or Moshe realized he would 
not see the mission to fruition, and 

perhaps he should send someone who 
would actually bring the Jewish people 

into the land of Israel as explicitly 
promised (see verse 3:17). The Ohr 
HaChaim & the Seforno see this as 

continued humility on the part of 
Moshe. Send someone who is more 
capable and obviously savvy in the 

political arena. The Kli Yakar tempers 
the self doubts of Moshe, by saying 

that it wasn’t that he lacked faith in his 
ability to do the job but he was 

concerned that he would not be able 
to complete the job. Perhaps someone 

with more ability would be able to 
complete the job.  

Aliya 7 | 5:1-6:1 
 

Examine 5:2 that describes Paroah’s 
curiosity regarding this G-d they 
intend to worship in the desert.  
What is Paroah curious about?  

The Rashbam suggests that he was 
confused by their subservience to 
another entity. They are my slaves! 

He thought to himself. Who is it that 
they worship other then me? The 

Sforno says that Paroah is 
questioning Moshe’s theology. Surely 

if there was a being that created 
something out of nothing, I would 
have heard of Him but I have not, 

says Paroah. The Netziv echoes some 
of the sentiments of the Rashbam but 

takes the idea in a little different 
direction. Paroah’s primary concern is 

regarding what G-d has that they 
listen to Him, the he doesn’t have. It 

sounds like Paroah was jealous of this 
G-d of the Hebrews. Alternatively, 

Paroah could just be pointing out the 
Moshe is asking a great deal of him.  

Aliya 1 | 1:1-1:17 
 

Read 1:1-1:5. Now read Bereishit 46:8-27. 
Why does the Torah repeat some of the 
names of the members of the family of 
Ya’akov who journeyed down to Egypt? 
 Rashi suggests that this was an expression 
of love G-d has for these individuals. It may 

be worth noting that before the 
descendants of Ya’akov suffer brutally at 
the hand of the Egyptian, G-d reminds us 
how much He loves us. The Da’at Zkenim 
points out that perhaps upon their passing 
we are reminded of how few came down to 
Egypt, how quickly, and miraculously their 

numbers increased. This created the 
circumstances in which Paroah became 

very nervous (see 1:9).  
- 

Examine verse 1:7. Rashi quoting the 
Medrash Tanchuma 2:1:5 comments that 

Jewish women were giving birth to six 
children at a time. The Siftei Chachamim 

wanders from where does the Medrash get 
the number six? He suggests counting the 

words in 1:7 that refer to their fertility.  
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