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Aliya 3 | 9:24-10:11 

Examine verse 9:24. 

Where did this fire come from? 
How did its presence impact the 

people?  

The Rashbam suggests that this fire 
emanated from the Holy of Holies. 
It traveled past and burnt the 
incense, left the inner sanctuary, 
and burned the Korban on the 
external Mizbeach. The Vilna 
Gaon suggests that this fire 
emanated from the heavens. This 
point in history is described in the 
verse in Tehillim 33:1 in which the 
songs o f the r igh teous a re 
described. The Chizkuni points out 
that this fire stayed on the Copper 
Mizbeach until the rule of King 
Menashe. Due to his evil ways, the 
fire was extinguished. The Netziv 
says that the people responded 
with prayer and music.  

Aliya 1 | 9:1-16 

Examine verse 9:1. 

Which eighth day is being referred to in 
this verse? What is the significance of 

the number eight? 

Rashi suggests that this was on the final 
day in which the Kohanim were 
installed into their sacred service. This 
would have coincided with the first day 
of Nisan. The Ibn Ezra suggests that we 
may think this verse is referring to the 
eighth day of Nissan, but it is not. It is 
referring, like Rashi suggests, to the first 
day of Nisan. He suggests that each of 
the preceding days were defined by 
Moshe dismantling and reconstructing 
the Mishkan to familiarize the people 
with the process. The Kli Yakar quoting 
the Medrash Shemot Rabba 241:15 
points out that the number eight is 
considered sacred because the world 
was created in seven days.

Aliya 2 | 9:17-23 

Examine verse 9:17.  

What is the significance of this 
Korban? Why is it recorded here? 

Rashi suggests that this Korban is 
recorded here because i t was 
sacrificed and followed by the Korban 
Olah brought by Aharon, which is 
mentioned in the prior verses. The 
Ramban draws our attention to the 
mention of the daily Korban at the 
conclusion of the verse. He suggests 
that this is mentioned here to teach us 
that the Korban Mincha cannot take 
the place of the obligatory daily 
sacrifices. In addition to this, he 
suggests that the first sacrifice of the 
day was the private Korban Tamid. 
Since it was a private sacrifice it was 
not required to have been mentioned 
here except to teach us the above law 
regarding separate Korbanot. 

Aliya 4 | 10:12-15 

Examine verses 10:12-14. 

What is the difference between the 
Korban Mincha that needed to be eaten 
in a Makom Kadosh (10:13) vs. a Makom 

Tahor (10:14)? 

Rashi wants to know whether they had 
previously eaten Korbanot in an impure 
place that the Torah needed to state the 
requirement to consume Korbanot in 
purity? He says that there was a 
distinction between the Korbanot that are 
eaten in the Mikdash vs. lower-level 
Korbanot eaten in the Jewish camp. It was 
required to state that these lower level 
Korbanot be eaten in purity because they 
were taken into the general population 
and consumed. Rabbeinu Bahya points 
out that many were permitted to eat of 
this Korban but were not permitted to 
enter the Mishkan, therefore the Korban 
needed to be removed to a different (pure) 
place enabling wide participation.

Aliya 5 | 10:16-20 

Examine verse 10:16. 

Which Korban is being discussed in 
this verse? Why is it completely 

burned?  

Rashi suggests that this was the 
Korban for the new month of Nisan. 
The double language of the verse 
(darosh dorash) indicated that 
Moshe was unclear as to why it was 
to be completely consumed and not 
partially eaten. Rashi indicates that 
this was the final goat sacrificed that 
day, and it followed the death of 
Nadav & Avihu. For this reason, 
they were unable to partake in the 
consumption of the Korban and it 
needed to be completely consumed 
by fire. The Bekhor Shor points out 
that Elazar & Itamar themselves 
thought they were unable to 
consume this sacrifice in their state 
of mourning. 

Aliya 6 | 11:1-32 

Examine verse 11:1. 

Did God speak to both Moshe and Aharon 
here? Why was Aharon included?  

Rashi clarifies that God spoke directly with 
Moshe who then in turn told God’s words 
to Aharon. Aharon would then in turn tell 
these instructions to his sons Elazar & 
Itamar. The Ibn Ezra points out that it was 
Aharon’s responsibility to teach the people 
how to distinguish between the ritually 
pure and impure, and therefore he 
received the instructions directly from 
God. The Ramban suggests that while these 
laws apply to everyone, there are 
components that are specifically relevant 
to the Kohanim and impact their ability to 
worship in the Mikdash.

Aliya 7 | 11:33-47 

Examine verse 11:34. 

What food and drink are we talking about in 
this verse? What laws of impurity are being 

taught?  

Rashi connects this verse to the prior verse, 
meaning that any food that is found within an 
impure earthen vessel becomes impure itself. 
The Rashbam sees the Halacha taught in this 
verse as significant not only in its application 
but in its ramifications for those who doubt the 
authenticity of the Torah. It is natural for one to 
clean fruit after one has cut them down from a 
tree or removed them from the earth. Therefore 
it seems illogical to suggest that food can only 
become impure once it comes into contact 
with water. This practically complex Halacha 
speaks to the spiritual nature of the Torah.
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