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Aliya 3 | 12:29-13:19 

Examine verses 12:29-30.  
What is the message of these 
verses? Why does the Torah 

connect the land producing and 
the conquering of its inhabitants?  

Ibn Ezra suggests that this verse is 
connected to 12:20 in which God 
promises to enlarge the boundaries 
of the land. This cannot happen 
without victories in war. Rabbeinu 
Bahya suggests that prosperity in 
the land of Israel was closely tied to 
the generosity of God. The prior 
inhabitants of this land did not 
recognize God, and practiced the 
worst of the idolatry habits (child 
sacrifice). Since they were willing to 
sacrifice their most precious assets, 
the influence in this land to do 
wrong is very strong. 

Aliya 1 | 11:26-12:10 

Examine verse 11:26. 
Who is receiving these instructions? Why 
does the tense change from singular to 

plural?  

Rashi suggests that the instructions here 
are for a later date when the Jewish 
people will be standing at the foot of Mt. 
Grizim & Eival. The Ibn Ezra suggests that 
Moshe connects with every individual Jew 
in this moment in his speech. It is for this 
reason the verse begins in the singular. 
The Sforno suggests that Moshe is trying 
to bring home a message to the Jewish 
people. You have a choice of extremes: 
you can either choose 'blessing' and have 
more than you need, or choose 'curse' and 
not be able to provide enough. This is a 
countercultural idea in that it suggests 
issues sit on extremes and there is little 
middle ground. 

Aliya 2 | 12:11-28 

Examine verse 12:11. 

What is the command offered in this 
verse? What is this verse teaching 

that is new?  

Rashi suggests that this verse is focused 
on building a Beit HaMikdash in 
Jerusalem. The Ibn Ezra sees the 
instruction at the end of the verse 
(“Mivchar Nidreichem”) as offering 
instruction as to what type of animal you 
should bring to the sacrifice. It should 
always be the best animal you can 
bring. The Torah Temimah suggests 
that the focus here should be on 
bringing the best that Jerusalem has to 
offer. If there is better at a greater 
distance,  you should still use that which 
you find in Jerusalem.  

Aliya 4 | 14:1-21 

Examine verse 14:1. 

What is the connection between the 
opening of this verse and the 

restrictions offered in its conclusion?  

Rashi suggests that the status as children 
of God requires the Jewish people to 
have a clean and neat presentation. 
Gashes and other self-harming activities 
would be inconsistent with the stature of 
this nation. The Ibn Ezra suggests that 
your grief and the self-harming actions 
that follow are due to your limited 
understanding of God’s actions. Just as a 
parent understands and knows what’s 
best for his or her child, so too God 
knows what’s best for the Jewish people. 
It would therefore be inappropriate to 
mourn excessively over those things that 
we perceive as difficult. 

Aliya 5 | 14:22-29 

Examine verse 14:22.  

What is Kashrut’s relevance (see 
14:21) to the instruction in our verse? 

Rashi suggests the produce we receive 
from the land directly relates to our 
generosity with the produce. If we are 
not generous with our income, God will 
destroy the grain before it has even 
been produced, like destroying the kid 
in its mother’s milk - before it has had a 
chance to contribute or grow. The Ibn 
Ezra points out that the Torah has just 
concluded a discussion of which meat is 
kosher and treif. The Torah now 
discusses which grain is permitted to be 
eaten and which needs to be given 
away for charitable purposes.  

Aliya 6 | 15:1-18 

Examine verse 15:1.  
What is the meaning of ‘Mikeitz’ in this 
context? Why is this verse placed here? 

Rashi suggests that one may think that the 
seven years are counted on the timeline of 
when the loan was executed. The statement 
in 15:9 shows that this was according to the 
pre-established Shmitta schedule. The Ibn 
Ezra understands Mikeitz as referring to the 
beginning of the seventh year. He also 
suggests that in the lead up to this verse we 
had been discussing that which is given to 
the Levite. Now we are determining that 
which comes back to the original owner. 

Aliya 7 | 15:19-16:17 

Examine verse 15:19. 
How is this sanctity established? How does it 

work? 

Rashi notes that in Vayikra 27:26 it states that 
only the firstborn animals are consecrated. He 
suggests that there is a profound difference 
between the consecration of an animal vs. a 
human being. The animal's status as a firstborn 
means that animal’s destiny is to be sacrificed as 
a firstborn offering in the Beit HaMikdash. This is 
(obviously) not the case with first-born humans. 
The Rashbam understands our verse to teach 
that these animals have to be sacrificed as 
firstborn sacrifices and not some other reason. 

Sign up to 
receive KTC via 
email each week 

at:  
www.lev-avos.com 

Shabbat Shalom

http://www.lev-Avos.com
http://www.lev-Avos.com

