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created by 

Aliya 2 
 

In verse 7:1 Noah is instructed to 
bring in to the ark ‘his entire 

household’. The Netziv states that 
Noah’s ‘household’ includes his 

workers and their animals.  
Why is it important to know that 
they were also saved? For what 
purpose are the workers saved? 

Examine verse 7:7.  
How do the final words shape our 
thinking about Noah’s motivations 

for boarding the ark?   
(See Rashi & Radak) 

Why does Noah board the Ark 
and why do Noah’s workers 

board the ark? 
Why is the distinction in 

motivation important one  to 
make? 

Aliya 3 
 

Read verses 8:7-9. According to Bereishit Rabba 33, the 
Raven is a poor parent that is disinterested in feeding its 

young. The dove is the opposite,  
a loving and giving partner.  

Why does Noah choose to send the  
Raven first, before he sends out the Dove?  

 
R’ Zalman Sorotzkin suggests the Raven was first chosen 
because it had no familial attachments and would easily 

leave the ark. Perhaps the mission to save (all of humanity) 
can only be fulfilled by something with ties to the mission. 

 
 

Aliya 4 
 

When, Adam was created, according the Radak, he even 
required a special dispensation to take use  
living plants for his own benefit (see 2:16).  

Why is it necessary to reaffirm (9:6) that humanity is 
created in the ‘image of G-d’ within the context of the 
value of human life (don’t murder) & post the flood?  
The Hizkuni understands this statement as giving human 

beings the ability to act as Judges on one another. Read the 
verse again with the understanding of the Hizkuni. “Don’t 
murder because human beings are given the license to 

judge, and punish” or there is a world order because of our 
G-dliness. 

Aliya 6 
 

See verse 9:25. Finally Noah has 
something to say! In the classic discussion 

regarding the extent of Noah’s 
righteousness, how does his silence shape 

our thinking about him? 
 

What are the first words of Noah 
recorded in the Torah?  

-  
Examine verses 10:5, 10:20, & 10:31 that 
mention the language, geography and 
nationhood of the offspring of Noah.  

Pay attn. to the order of each pasuk - why 
is the geography of Yafet mentioned in a 

different order to his brothers?  
 

With Yafet (Greece) being “oversees” 
from the Middle-East, how does his 

distance define him differently from his 
brothers? 

Aliya 5 
 

In this Aliya G-d promises that he will 
never again destroy humanity. The 
Abarbarnel questions the use of the 

rainbow, a perfectly natural occurrence 
and a symbol for this covenant.  
Why is the Rainbow used as a 

symbol of this promise?  
 

The Hizkuni speculates that maybe the 
direction in which the rainbow faces 

(towards heaven) indicates the fateful 
unfortune of Noah generation will 

never be repeated. The Hizkuni also 
points out that it takes fire (the sun) 

water (rain) to create the rainbow, two 
opposing forces.  

 
See Rashi (9:12) that suggests the sign 
of the rainbow is for a generation that 

is lacking in faith. 

Aliya 7 
 

Near the conclusion of this Aliya 
we are introduced to Avram & 

Sarai (see 11:29-30). While we are 
curious in Lech Lecha (come back 

next week!), as to their 
background, we are given an 

insight into Avram & Sarai here. 
Living in the shadow of the Tower 

of Babel, the language of 
‘dwelling there’ is significant (11:2 
& 11:31). Both the builders of the 
Tower & Terach’s family settle in a 

location to begin building their 
names.  

But we are told that this is 
impossible for Avram & Sara  

see 11:30). 
 

Although they are settled in a 
land, they are unsettled in their 

mission.  
 

These last verses are the perfect 
intro. to Avram & Sarai. 

 
As an aside:  

How many spoken lines does Noah 
have in this Aliyah? 
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Aliya 1 
 

Why do we begin this Aliya by 
highlighting Noah’s family? See Rashi 

6:9 ‘And G-d walked with Noah’ 
pointing out Noah’s need for a large 

support system.   
Noah’s mission was one of survival (as 

opposed to Avraham’s mission to 
thrive). Examine the covenant G-d 

makes with Noah in verses 6:18-21.  
What promise is contained within 

this covenant?  
See the Ohr HaChaim (6:18) who 

suggests that it is unusual that G-d’s 
promise occurs after the instructions 
to build the ark. Why do you think  
G-d promises salvation only after 

the blueprints of the Ark are 
presented? 

As an aside: How many spoken lines  
does Noah have in this Aliyah? 
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