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Aliya 3 | 5:1-10 

Examine verse 5:2. 
Why are these instructions offered 

in this location in the Torah?  

Rashi says that this section was 
taught on the day that the Mishkan 
was set up and functioning. The 
Ramban suggests that now that the 
Mishkan is functioning, it was 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e J e w i s h 
encampment on a whole to be 
careful about who resided within 
it. With God’s Presence within the 
Jewish people, it was necessary to 
protect the sanctity of the camp. 
The Netziv acknowledges how 
difficult this will be to do, while 
the Rashbam says that those who 
a r e e x c l u d e d f r o m t h e 
encampment are only mentioned 
following the parameters of the 
camp. One can’t say who is out of 
the camp before you state who is 
in. 

Aliya 1 | 41:21-37 

Examine verse 4:22. 
What is the meaning of the words ‘Gam 

Heim’? 

Rashi suggests that 'Gam Heim' teaches 
us that this counting needs to be the 
same as the counting that took place for 
the children of Kehat. The Chizkuni 
expands on Rashi’s comments and 
suggests that initially only the children 
of Kehat were to be counted because 
they were the only children of Levi who 
would come into direct contact with the 
most precious of the items in the 
Mikdash. The children of Gershon 
would be counted because they were 
the oldest of the children of Levi. The 
Da’at Zkenim suggests that since this is 
the second time the children of Levi 
were counted (Bamidbar 3:17) and last 
time Gershon was counted first, it was 
necessary to state that Gershon wouldn’t 
be skipped in this counting. 

Aliya 2 | 4:38-49 

Examine verse 4:47. 

What kind of work is being referred 
to here and how many kinds of work 

are there in this verse?  

Rashi suggests that there are two types 
of service being discussed in this 
verse. First is the service of bringing 
music into the Mikdash through 
s i n g i n g a n d p l ay i n g m u s i c a l 
instruments. The second service is that 
of carrying the articles of the Mikdash 
while in transit. Ibn Ezra points out 
that the reasons these families were 
counted was exactly because of their 
eligibility in performing aspects of the 
service. The Da’at Zkenim suggests 
that the service is indescribable in this 
verse because the Levi’im were to 
play an auxiliary role to the Kohanim. 
When extra hands were needed, the 
Levi’im would step in. 

Aliya 4 | 5:11-6:27 

Examine verse 6:2. 

How exactly is the Nazir commitment 
created in a person? Why does the verse 

use the word ‘yaflee’ to describe this 
commitment? 

Rashi suggests that these instructions are 
placed following the discussion of a 
Sotah because of the impact that 
witnessing such an event should have on 
someone. If you are moved by the Sotah 
ceremony, you will surely stay away from 
substances such as wine that can 
influence your behavior. The Ibn Ezra 
says that this verse notes, through the 
word 'yaflee,' the remarkable step this 
person is taking. It is extraordinary in that 
many would never undertake this 
themselves. Rabbeinu Bahya agrees with 
the Ibn Ezra that these steps are 
extraordinary and connects the language 
Nazir to the Neizer HaKodesh (holy 
diadem) that the Kohen Gadol wears. 

Aliya 5 | 7:1-41 

Examine verse 7:1. 

Why was this verse written now? 
When did it happen? Why is it 

written next to the Birkhat 
Kohanim? 

Rashi suggests that the word Kalot 
indicates that this was the day on 
which the Jewish people became 
God’s “bride.” The Ibn Ezra points 
out that this verse immediately 
follows the Birchat Kohanim recited 
in Bamidbar 6:24-26. Rabbeinu 
Bahya says that this chapter follows 
the chronology outlined in the Ibn 
Ezra. The following chapter took 
place following the blessings that 
were pronounced by Aharon and 
the Kohanim. The Ba’al HaTurim 
suggests that this chapter follows the 
blessing of peace offered by Aharon 
because it is within peace that 
God’s presence is manifest.  

Aliya 6 | 7:42-71 

Examine verse 7:48. 
What day of the week was this? Why did 
the tribe of Efraim bring their gifts on this 

“seventh day?” 

Ibn Ezra suggests that some say that this 
gift was offered on the seventh day of the 
inauguration. The Da’at Zkenim suggests 
that this was indeed Shabbat, and it was 
designated to a descendant of Yosef 
because he had been particular about the 
observance of Shabbat long before the 
Jewish people were commanded to do so. 
The Sages understand Yosef’s commitment 
to Shabbat from Bereishit 43:16 in which it 
appears that Yosef had food prepared in 
advance of when he fed his brothers. The 
food was prepared before Shabbat, the day 
on which they feasted. 

Aliya 7 | 7:72-89 

Examine verse 7:84. 

Why does the Torah offer this brief overview 
of the gifts that had been brought by the 

Nesi’im? 

Rashi suggests that the Torah offers a brief 
summary of the gifts provided because there 
were no imperfections in any of them, and 
therefore they were all accepted. The Bekhor 
Shor points out that this verse accentuates the 
point that all of these gifts were brought to 
increase the honor of the MIkdash and not 
one’s own honor. The Ohr HaChaim points out 
that this verse drives home the point that while 
some of the Nesi’im were greater in stature 
than the others (like Nachshon), they all played 
an equal role in establishing and giving to the 
Mikdash. 
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