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Aliya 3 |41:39-52

Examine verse 41:39-40.

What is Pharaoh trying to say to Yosef 
here? Where there limits on the power 

of Yosef in light of Pharaoh’s 
comments? 

Rashi  suggests  that  Pharaoh  was 
communicating to Yosef that he would 
be  responsible  for  the  physical  well-
being  of  all  Egyptians.  The  Rashbam 
says that Pharaoh was suggesting that 
Yosef would provide more than just the 
people's physical needs. He would also 
be an important motivator, keeping the 
Egyptians'  spirits  high.  The Chizkuni 
suggests that Pharaoh was giving Yosef 
full control over the Egyptian military. 
The Radak  says that  the Pharaoh put 
limits on the power of Yosef by stating 
the final four words of the verse. Yosef 
will not be able to overrule Pharaoh or 
change  laws  that  were  specifically 
created by Pharaoh.

Aliya 1 | 41:1-14

Examine verse 41:1.

What does the word ‘Miketz’ mean? How 
do we calculate the two years? 

Rashi suggests that the word Miketz means 
"at  the  end of."  The Da’at  Zkenim  points 
out that the reason Rashi  has to give this 
explanation is because there are times when 
the word Miketz can mean "at the beginning 
of..."  (See  Yirmiyahu  34:14).  The  Ohr 
HaChaim comments on the foreboding use 
of the word ‘vayehi’ to begin this narrative. 
‘Vayehi’  is generally used in the context of 
something  negative.  The  Ohr  HaChaim 
suggests  that  the  negativity  here  is  a 
reference to the two years that Yosef had to 
spend in jail. Beginning with the release of 
the butler, Yosef’s request for help from the 
butler displayed a lack of faith in God, and 
therefore  there  was  a  delay  in  Yosef’s 
release.  

Aliya 2 |41:15-38

Examine verse 41:15. 

Why does Pharaoh offer this 
introduction to his challenge? What 
is Pharaoh asking of Yosef when he 

says ‘for you to hear a dream is to tell 
its meaning’?

Rashi suggests that Pharaoh is saying 
Yosef  has  the  appropriate  disposition 
to  truly  hear  a  dream  for  what  it  is 
trying to say. The Sforno suggests that 
Pharaoh understood that Yosef would 
use his intellect to interpret the dream 
and would not be taking wild guesses. 
The Netziv suggests that Pharaoh was 
suggesting that  Yosef  understood not 
to listen to the dreams as stories but to 
understand  the  details  that  he  was 
presenting,  and  there  significance  in 
interpreting  the  meaning  behind  the 
dream. 

Aliya 4 |41:53-42:18

Examine verse 42:1.

What is the question that Ya’akov 
presents to his sons at the end of this 

verse? 

Rashi  suggests  that  Ya’akov  was 
concerned with how the actions of his 
sons  would  be  perceived.  If  they  do 
not  actively  search  for  food,  their 
neighbors would grow suspicious. The 
Ibn  Ezra  suggests  that  Ya’akov  was 
concerned that the famine would cause 
his sons to quarrel with each other, and 
Ya’akov  was  hoping  to  avoid  that 
tension.  The  Sforno  suggests  that 
Ya’akov was disappointed that none of 
his sons had taken on a leadership role 
to go out and find food. The Medrash 
Tanchuma  suggests  that  Ya’akov was 
addressing any fear the brothers may 
have  in  traveling  to  Egypt.  He  asks 
them to look around and notice  how 
strong they have become. 

Aliya 5 | 42:19-43:15

Examine verse 42:19.

What is Yosef achieving in setting up 
this arrangement? What instruction is 

Yosef giving to the brothers? 

Rashi suggests that Yosef is instructing 
the  brothers  to  bring home what  they 
have  purchased  for  those  who  are 
hungry.  The  Radak  says  that  the 
language  of  ‘shever’  at  the  end  of  the 
verse refers to food items that “break” 
one’s  hunger;  therefore,  the  Hebrew 
word  for  break  (shavar)  is  used  to 
describe  what  the  food will  be  doing. 
Rabbeinu Bahya  helps  us  understand 
the significance of this. The purpose of 
the rations being distributed was not to 
gorge  oneself  with  food.  If  you  were 
hungry, you would receive rations, and 
vice versa. The purpose of this food was 
to feed those who needed food in the 
midst of this famine which is why Yosef 
used the language of shever.

Aliya 6 |43:16-29

Examine verse 43:16. 
Why does Yosef now want to feast with the 

brothers? Why does the Torah record the timing 
of the feast? 

The  Sforno  suggests  that  Yosef  now  wanted  to 
examine how the brothers would treat Binyamin. 
The  best  opportunity  to  observe  their  behavior 
would be to dine with them. The preparations for 
this  feast  would  also  keep  others  in  the  palace 
busy, enabling Yosef to spend time alone with the 
brothers. Rabbeinu Bahya points out that noon is 
the time that royalty and officials ate their official 
meals.  In  Kohelet  10:16,  Shlomo  HaMelech 
condemns  those  leaders  who  are  juvenile  in 
spending their mornings eating. Perhaps waiting to 
eat a large meal is praiseworthy, as it is indicative of the 
leader having priorities other than feeding himself. 

Aliya 7 |43:30-44:17

Examine verse 43:30.
Why did Yosef grow in his pity for the brothers 

at this moment? Why did Yosef cry? 

Rashi  suggests  that  Yosef  asked Binyamin about 
his  current  family  status.  Upon  hearing  that 
Binyamin  had  named  each  of  his  children  after 
some specific  expression  of  affection  for  his  lost 
brother,  Yosef  was  overcome  by  emotion  (this 
opinion is  also quoted by Rabbeinu Bahya  who 
says  its  source  is  the  Medrash  Bereishit  Rabba 
94:5).  The  Sforno  suggests  that  Yosef  was 
considering the anguish of his father and brother 
for  all  of  those  years  and  was  overcome  with 
emotion. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that there is a 
unique  connection  between  siblings  that  share 
both parents. This connection causes Yosef to feel 
extreme emotions when speaking with Binyamin.
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