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Aliya 3 | 16:20-17:8 

Examine verses 16:20-21. 

Which community were Moshe & 
Aharon supposed to separate 

themselves from? 

The Sforno suggests that even 
being within the proximity of 
Korach would have a negative 
impac t and t he r e fo r e God 
instructed Moshe & Aharon to 
keep a d i s t ance . The Ktav 
VeHakabalah suggests that God 
was only speaking of Korach’s 
community when instructing 
Moshe & Aharon to separate. 
Moshe misunderstood and thought 
God was suggesting the he & 
Aharon separate from all of the 
Jewish people. This is why this 
instruction is immediately followed 
with the powerful prayer by Moshe 
t h a t i n v o k e s m e m o r i e s o f 
Avraham’s prayer for Sodom. 

Aliya 1 | 16:1-13 

Examine verse 16:1. 

How does Korach try to convince 
others of the righteousness of his 

argument?  

Rashi suggests that since the tribe of 
Reuven encamped on the southern side 
of the Israelite encampment, that meant 
they were neighbors with the family of 
Kehat (Korach’s family). This proximity 
made them natural allies. The Chizkuni 
suggests that the tribe of Reuven was 
sympathetic to Korach’s cause. This is 
expressed through how Korach is 
identified in the verse, says the Kli Yakar. 
Since Ya’akov is not mentioned in his 
heritage, Korach believes he deserves 
greater leadership responsibilities 
because he is a descendant of Levi. He 
also want to draw attention to the 
descendants of Reuven, who was 
Ya’akov’s firstborn. 

Aliya 2 | 16:14-19 

Examine verse 16:14. 

What is Datan & Aviram’s objection? 
Why were they talking about 

"gouging out eyes?" 

Rashi suggests that Datan & Aviram 
were complaining that Moshe had not 
bought them to the Promised Land. 
He also says that Datan & Aviram 
wouldn’t be moved by threats of 
violence to come to Moshe. The Ibn 
Ezra believes that the criticism of 
Datan & Aviram is that the land of 
Israel will not match the established 
powerhouse that was the land of 
Egypt. He also suggests that Datan & 
Aviram were saying that one has to be 
blind to not see what Moshe has done 
to the Jewish people. Rabbeinu Bahya 
says that Datan & Aviram did not 
worry about the consequences of their 
refusal to appear. 

Aliya 4 | 17:9-15 

Examine verse 17:9. 

Why was this instruction given and who 
fell on their faces (why is it written in 

plural)?  

The Ibn Ezra suggests that Moshe was 
instructed to remove himself from the 
camp of the Israelites and return to the 
camp of the Levites. He also suggests 
that the falling in this verse is a reference 
to praying. The Ramban wonders why 
God cannot differentiate between the 
sinners and those who were innocent, 
like He had done during the plague of 
the firstborn in Egypt. He suggests that 
the nature of this issue was communal 
and therefore, even if you were not a 
participant in the violation, you were 
g u i l t y by a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e 
community. It was required for those 
who were innocent to undertake an 
action that showed their distinction from 
the sinning congregation. 

Aliya 5 | 17:16-24 

Examine verse 17:17. 

What was the nature of this miracle 
and what did it teach us?  

Rashbam suggests that after the 
Ketoret had killed, the Jewish 
people were wary of the priesthood 
and, by extension, everything that 
was holy. To address the sense of 
anxiety and tension, they needed to 
be shown the beauty of sanctity and 
they were through the blossoming 
of Aharon’s staff. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that the construct of this 
miracle was that each tribal leader 
had to bring his own staff to Moshe. 
This was to protect the integrity of 
the test, so that no one could say 
Moshe selected a staff that was 
uniquely able to blossom and 
assigned it to Aharon. 

Aliya 6 | 17:25-18:20 

Examine verse 17:25. 

Who is this sign for and why is it kept as a 
sign?  

Rashi suggests that this blossoming staff 
was kept as God’s indication that Aharon 
and his sons should always be the 
Kohanim. The Rashbam suggests that the 
hereditary nature of the Kehuna would 
inevitably be challenged down the road 
and therefore continued proof would be 
necessary. The Ramban points out that the 
Kehuna would never be questioned 
because of the heavenly consumption of 
the Korbanot. Rather, this flowering staff 
was kept as a sign specifically in regards to 
the special status of the tribe of Levi. 

Aliya 7 | 18:21-32 

Examine verse 18:32. 
What is the sin being described in this verse? 

How does this sanctity get created?  

Rashi suggests that if this offering is not set 
aside, you will become guilty. The Ibn Ezra 
explains further by saying that if the Levi’im 
did not partake of the contributions made by 
the Jewish people, they would be missing out 
on the opportunity to elevate the Jewish 
people’s offerings. That would violate the 
Torah’s instructions. The Chizkuni points out 
that all the Levi’im had to do was set aside the 
gifts that the Jewish people offered to them. The 
Rashbam sees the violation here in a very 
specific situation of the Levi’im eating the gifts 
of the Jewish people while they are impure. 
These gifts were holy and have to be eaten in 
such a status. 
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