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Aliya 3 | 33:12-16 

Examine verse 33:12.  

What is Moshe really saying in this 
verse? What is he asking God to 

examine?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe is referring 
to something God said to him in 
Shemot 33:20 about sending an 
angel before the Jewish people on 
their journeys. The Ibn Ezra suggests 
that Moshe is asking for God to 
examine the suffering that Moshe 
himself had been through. The 
Sforno suggests that Moshe was 
unclear as to who would be offering 
spiritual guidance to the Jewish 
people while they were journeying 
to Israel. He understood that there 
was to be a protective angel in Israel, 
but until the Jewish people got there, 
without God’s direct intervention 
they would be left with no spiritual 
force supervising their travels. 

Aliya 1 | 30:11-31:17 

Examine verse 30:12. 
Why does the Torah instruct Moshe to 

“Tisa et Rosh Bnei Yisrael” ? 

Rashi suggests that this language is 
indirect in that the counting was 
supposed to be done through the 
collection of a half-shekel. The Sforno 
says that the census is a reminder of  
humanity's mortality. Had we not 
sinned, we would have been immortal, 
but since we did sin, our numbers 
constantly change. For this reason, the 
count is connected to a financial 
contribution. This contribution is to be 
offered to redeem each human being 
from his mortality. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that this counting took place 
after the sin of the golden calf, at a time 
when the self esteem of the Jewish 
people was low. It was Moshe’s task to 
‘raise their heads’ and show them that 
they all count in the Jewish mission.

Aliya 2 | 31:18-33:11 

Examine verse 31:18.  

What did God complete saying to 
Moshe?  

Rashi sugges t s tha t the word 
kechaloto is written without the 
Hebrew letter ‘vav’ to make us think 
of the Hebrew word for bride, Kalah. 
Just as a bride is complete before her 
husband, the Torah was complete 
when given to Moshe. The Sforno 
suggests that this verse shows just 
how close the Jewish people were to 
achieving the ultimate goal of 
becoming a nation of priests. Had 
they not worshipped the golden calf, 
they would have received these 
tablets written by God Himself, and 
there would have been no need to 
build a Mishkan. The Chizkuni notes 
that this occurred at the conclusion of 
the 16th day of Tammuz. 

Aliya 4 | 33:17-23 

Examine verse 33:17.  
What is God promising to do? 

Rashi suggests that God promises to 
exclusively rest His Shekhina on the 
Jewish people and not on the other 
nations of the world. The proof to this 
is how Balaam has his visions 
(Bamidbar 24:4). The Rashbam 
suggests that the request to be 
distinguished was what God was 
promising He would do. This would 
be specifically fulfilled in Moshe’s 
radiance. The Chizkuni suggests that 
this is God promising Moshe that he 
will experience God as fully as a 
human being can. This was done 
through God revealing the 13 
attributes of God to Moshe. The 
Ramban suggests that this promise 
comes at the conclusion of the second 
ascent of Mt. Sinai. It was at that 
moment that God was ready to create 
the second set of Luchot.

Aliya 5 | 34:1-9 

Examine verse 34:1. 

From where did Moshe get the 
material for the second Luchot? 
What does it mean Psol Lecha? 

Rashi suggests that God showed 
Moshe a quarry of sapphire. The 
lecha in this verse indicated that the 
chips of sapphire from the quarry 
would belong to Moshe. Rashi says 
that Moshe became wealthy from this 
sapphire. Rashi also suggests that the 
Lecha in this verse relates to the fact 
that Moshe was the one who broke 
the first Luchot. It was therefore up to 
Moshe to create the new Luchot that 
would replace the broken ones. The 
Ibn Ezra connects Psol Lecha to the 
words uttered to Avraham, Lech 
Lecha. Perhaps it is this moment that 
Moshe’s leadership will be critical, 
rebuilding the Jewish people’s self 
esteem and commitment to the Torah.

Aliya 6 | 34:10-26 

Examine verse 34:10.  
What does this covenant add that hasn’t 

already been said? 

Rashi suggests that the covenant is about 
that which is stated in the rest of the verse. 
God will make wonders that are greater than 
anything that has been seen before. The 
Rashbam suggests that this is a renewed 
covenant in which God says He will 
accompany the Jewish people through their 
travels in the desert. The Tur Ha’Aruch 
suggests that this is a covenant specifically 
made with Moshe. God will perform 
wonders and miracles because of Moshe’s 
merit and the people will recognize Moshe 
as exceptional. His connection with God 
will be unmatched and will be why God 
remains with the Jewish people.  

Aliya 7 | 34:27-35 

Examine verse 34:27. 
Why was it important that Moshe himself 

write down these commandments? 

Rashi suggests that this is the source for not 
being allowed to write down the oral law. 
Perhaps it was only Moshe who could 
distinguish between the written and oral 
law at this time. The Sforno suggests that 
following the sin of the Jewish people, 
Moshe had a unique status as being the 
only Jew who had not sinned. Therefore, 
Moshe was charged with writing down the 
Torah. The Ibn Ezra suggests that this 
command is offered again because Moshe 
had already done this once when he was 
on the mountain the first time. It had 
become necessary for Moshe to repeat the 
writing of the Torah. 
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