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Aliya 1 | 1:1-13 

This new book begins with a Divine calling.  

Why does it begin this way? Why doesn't  
this opening verse (1:1) immediately 
include who is calling to whom?  

The Rashbam note's a parallel between 
this verse (1:1) and that found at Mt. Sinai 
(Shemot 19:3 ) . There is a natural 
progression from Shemot to Vayikra. 
Initially God's messages emanates from the 
burning bush, then from Mt. Sinai, now 
from the newly constructed Mishkan, later 
it will be specified that it will emanate from 
the Holy of Holies, in between the Keruvim 
(Bamidbar 7:89). Perhaps the journey 
God's message makes from a bush to a 
sanctuary in our midst, reflects our ability 
as a people to heed this call. 

Aliya 2 | 1:14-2:6 

This Aliya begins by discussing bird 
sacrifice that are completely burnt.  

Why does the Torah (1:14) limit bird 
sacrifices to either Doves or 
pigeons?  

Rashi says that one can only bring 
grown-up turtle doves or young 
pigeons. The Ramban suggests that 
these birds are chosen b/c they are 
easi ly avai lable. Just as other 
sacrifices are from domesticated 
animals & therefore do not require 
hunting, so to bird sacrifices. Adult 
turtle-doves are chosen because they 
are monogamous animals. Young 
pigeons are chosen b/c of their 
attachment to their parents nest.

Aliya 3 | 2:7-16 

Verse 2:11 instructs us not to bring a 
sacrifice that is leavened. The verse 
concludes by suggesting that neither 
leavened products or honey be turned 
into smoke on the alter. 
  
Why are these restrictions put in 
place?  

The Ba'al HaTurim compares leavened 
food & honey with the evil inclination. 
The Daat Zkenim suggests that these 
two ingredients are incompatible with 
salt which was required to accompany 
every sacrifice. Rabbeinu Bahya 
quoting the Rambam suggests that 
the practice of idolaters was to bring 
leavened items as a sacrifice. The 
symbolism of the restrictions relating 
to sacrifice is significant.

Aliya 4 | 3:1-17 

Examine the opening verses of this 
Aliya (3:1-2) that describe the sacrifice 
known as Shelamim. 

What is the Korban Shelamim and 
why would someone bring one?  

Rashi suggests that this sacrifice 
brings harmony & peace into the 
world. It does this by providing 
everyone a portion of the sacrifice. 
The Rashbam fills out this picture 
further by suggesting that this sacrifice 
is the product of an oath taken by the 
bringer of the sacrifice.  
The Bekhor Shor adds that it isn't only 
that every party receives a part of the 
sacrifice but it is that they each feast 
on these parts together, in a group.

Aliya 5 | 4:1-26 

See in verse 4:2 that begins the 
description of the sin offering.  

Why does the verse refer to this 
sinner using the word 'nefesh' which 
general ly refers to someone's 
spiritual elements?  

The Ohr HaChaim suggests that since 
one can only bring the sin offering for 
violations that were accidental, one's 
soul is still in tact and very present. 
Purposeful sins require that one lives 
through Yom Kippur and thus one 
cannot still perceive the soul with the 
bringing of a sacrifice. Perhaps we can 
only be held responsible for our 
mistakes b/c of the spirit that we 
contain with us.

Aliya 6 | 4:27-5:10 

The Da'at Zkenim points out that up until 
Chapter 5 we have been distinguishing between 
those sins that were done purposefully and those 
done by accident. Now we begin to address those 
sins that are done purposefully but can 
nevertheless be atoned for through the bringing 
of a sacrifice. Rashi points out that one is 
obligated to testify in court if one knows of 
relevant information, and if one fails to offer 
testimony, one has to atone for this sin.  
The Kedushat Levi shapes our thinking about this 
hostile witness a little differently. The more one 
becomes aware of the significance of a mitzvah 
one is performing, one's self interest become's 
decreased. If one is cynical while performing a 
mitzvah, one will often put one's own interests 
before those of the Torah which will lead you to 
create great distance between you and God.

Aliya 7 | 5:11-26 

In verse 5:13 the Torah concludes its discussion of 
sin offerings. With the start of verse 5:15 we are 
introduced to the concept of a 'guilt offering'.  

What is a guilt offering and under what type of 
circumstances would it be brought to the 
Temple? How is it different from a sin offering?  

The Ramban says that one cannot say that the 
difference between these offerings is based upon 
the stringency of the violation, since a Nazi is 
required to bring both type of offerings (14:12 & 
19). Instead the Ramban suggests that the 
difference in sacrifice depends largely on the 
consequences of the sin. A guilt offering is offered 
by someone who deserves destruction for their sin 
(Asham=Ha'ashimeim=destroy them).
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