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Aliya 1 | 35:1-29 

Examine verse 35:5. 
Why does the Torah include the words 
"shall bring them..."? Is this instruction 
not included at the start of the verse 
where it says "take from among you..."? 

The Netziv suggests that  for a gift to be a 
'Nediv Lev', a soulful contribution, one had 
to turn up. One was not permitted to give 
to the Mishkan through a messenger. The 
sincerity of the gift was measured in being 
present. The Ohr HaChaim suggests that 
someone who brought a gift to the 
Mishkan was then by definition a "Nediv 
lev". The Ba'al HaTurim suggests that this 
phrase is written in the female conjugation 
to teach us that a husband was not 
permitted to donate his wife's jewelry 
without her permission.

Aliya 2 | 35:30-37:16 

At the beginning of this Aliya we are 
introduced to Bezalel, the son of Uri, the 
grandson of Chur, of the tribe of Yehudah 
(35:30). He is to act as the architect of 
the Mishkan.  

Why are we instructed to examine the 
genealogy of Bezalel ("See, G-d has 
singled out Bezalel...")? What does his 
lineage add to our understanding of 
the construction of the Mishkan?  

The Da'at Zkenim says that Moshe was 
susceptible to accusations of nepotism 
and therefore the Torah points out the 
Bezalel was the choice of G-d. In addition 
Bezalel's work is the atonement for those 
who murdered his grandfather over his 
objection to the Golden calf.

Aliya 3 | 37:17-29 

In the final verse of this Aliya (37:29) the 
creation of the anointing oil, and the 
Ketoret is described to us. 

What about the anointing oil made it 
'Kodesh'? Why was the 'Ketoret' 
described as 'tahor'?  

The Chizkuni suggests that the anointing 
oil never diminished and thus its status is 
'Kodesh'. He suggests that when there 
was threat of destruction various items of 
the Beit HaMikdash were hidden, 
included in this was the undiminished jar 
of anointing oil. The Seforno understands 
the word 'Kodesh' as everlasting. Like the 
Chizkuni, he believes that this anointing 
oil was created to last indefinitely. See the 
Ramban for an explanation on the 
'incense, expertly blended'.

Aliya 4 | 38:1-39:1 

In verse 38:8 we are told of the 
construction of the water basin made out 
of copper mirrors.  

Why are these items used to build the 
water basin?  

Rashi tells us that in Egypt women used 
to use these mirrors to draw their 
husbands attention at the end of a long 
day of work, and thus the women kept of 
having children. While it may seem 
objectionable to have these mirrors in the 
sanctuary, the water it held would have a 
similar impact upon the peace between 
husband & wife, when used in the Sotah 
ceremony. Perhaps the creation of this 
basin out of copper (Nechoshet) relates to 
the Nachash of the Garden of Eden, that 
created the first strife b/w Adam & Chava.

Aliya 5 | 39:2-21 

Why does the Torah here (39:3) offer an 
explanation in how the professionals 
created the threads when they don't in 
any other item created for the Mishkan? 

The Ramban suggests that these specific 
instructions were offered in regards to the 
creation of the Eiphod due to the fact that 
no one had ever spun gold into thread. 
This was an unprecedented design and 
thus specific design instructions needed to 
be offered. The Sforno suggests that it 
was those who donated the gold who 
hammered it out, knowing that it would be 
used in the creation of the clothing for the 
Kohen Gadol. Perhaps since the act of 
creating the gold thread was performed by 
the average Jew making the donation, the 
act of shaping the gold was recorded for 
prosperity. 

Aliya 6 | 39:22-43 

In verse 39:33, which follows the conclusion of the 
creation of all the items of the Mishkan, and Kohanim, 
the Jewish people bring each completed material of 
the Mishkan to Moshe. 

Why do they do this? Why does Moshe have to be 
the one who puts up the Mishkan the first time? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe had not been involved in 
any actual construction work for the Mishkan and 
therefore it was most appropriate that he complete the 
entire project by bringing all of its pieces together. 
That being said, Rashi also notes that it was 
impossible for any human being to lift up the heavy 
beams of the Mishkan and thus in 40:17 it says that 
the Mishkan was set up, indicating it set itself up. The 
Ohr HaChaim understands the bringing of the 
Mishkan to Moshe as an invitation from the people.

Aliya 7 | 40:1-38 

Towards the conclusion of the book of Shemot, after 
the lengthy instructions to build the Mishkan... and 
following everything that has taken place in this 
incredible journey, G-d finds sanctuary in this world in 
the completed Mishkan (40:34). Unusually thought 
Moshe is not permitted to enter the home he built for 
G-d, awkwardly he finds himself stuck outside following 
its construction (40:35).  

Why is Moshe stuck outside of the completed 
Mishkan? What is he waiting for?  

The Ramban suggests that even if one builds a home 
with one's own hands, one should knock on the door 
before entering this home. One is supposed to ask 
permission of those residing inside of the home before 
entering it. This makes the process of entering a home 
a sacred one (hat-tip R' Michael Whitman of Montreal).
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