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Aliya 1 | 3:23-4:4 
Examine verse  3:23-25.  

Why does Moshe mention this here? 
Why is Moshe’s pleas to God relevant to 
his subtle rebuke of the Jewish people? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe thought 
following the conquering of Sichon & Og 
the decree preventing him from entering 
may have been lifted. The land of Sichon & 
Og was technically within the borders of 
Cana’an. The Rashbam suggests that 
Moshe waits until now to protest the 
restrictions placed upon him so that his 
reaction would not be made out of anger 
or frustration. The Ibn Ezra suggests that 
every day God offers us the opportunity to 
begin anew. Moshe was hoping to grab 
this opportunity. 

Aliya 2 | 4:5-40 

Examine verse 4:5.  

What does this verse add to our 
commitment to keep the Mitzvot? 

The Ramban suggests that upon their 
arrival in the Promised Land, the 
Jewish people will need to keep 
Mitzvot that were up until now 
inapplicable in a desert existence. 
The Talmud Nedarim 37 suggests 
that this is the source requiring a 
teacher of Torah to teach gratis. Just 
as Moshe was not paid for his 
teaching of Torah, so too Torah 
teachers shall work for free. The 
Bekhor Shor suggests that the 
Jewish people now have substantive 
proof that God punishes those who 
violate the Torah and rewards those 
who keep the Torah.

Aliya 3 | 4:41-49 

Examine verse 4:41.  

Why did Moshe do this now? What 
exactly did Moshe do?  

Rashi suggests the Moshe wanted to 
do what he could in the way of Mitzvot 
tied to the land of Israel since he 
would not be entering the land. These 
cit ies of refuge would not be 
functioning until the land of Cana’an 
was conquered, but nevertheless 
Moshe established them now. The 
Sforno suggests that Moshe wanted 
to communicate to the Jewish people 
that observance of Mitzvot was of  
such supreme importance that he 
would spend his final moments on this 
earth fulfilling Mitzvot that were not 
immediately relevant to him.

Aliya 4 | 5:1-18 

Examine verse 5:1.  
What is the message of this verse? 
What has been accomplished thus far 
in the book of Devarim? 

The Ohr HaChaim suggests that this 
would be the final moment where unity 
would be easy to achieve largely due 
to the uniformity of their lives. Once 
they enter the land of Israel they will 
be living in different location, thus 
making empathy that much harder. The 
Netziv suggests that Moshe wanted to 
bring home the message that the 
Torah was not merely an intellectual 
pursuit but was one that also defined 
the practical aspects of life. It needed 
to be made clear that study of Torah 
was important and observance of its 
Mitzvot  was of equal significance. 

Aliya 5 | 5:19-6:3 

Examine verse 5:19.  

What do the words ‘velo Yosaf’ mean 
in this verse? What is the message of 
these words?  

Rashi suggests that it indicates both 
that God would never again reveal 
Himself in this manner, and that the 
nature of the speech was that there 
were not pauses in it. God does not 
need to stop for breath. The Ramban 
suggests that the sound of the Shofar 
at Mt. Sinai gradually increased in 
volume to acclimate the Jewish people 
to the intense spiritual moment. That 
being said, God’s “voice” remained 
steady and was heard over the loud 
Shofar. 

Aliya 6 | 6:4-25 

Examine verse 6:4. 

Why is God’s name mentioned numerous 
times in this verse?  

Rashi suggests that God will, in the future, be 
recognized as God by the entire world. For 
now, however, He is God of the Jewish people, 
and thus identified as such in this verse. The 
Da’at Zkenim suggests that it was necessary 
to be explicit in the verse about the 
sovereignty of God and His relationship to the 
Jewish people so it leaves no room for others 
to suggest that there may be some other deity. 
The Ohr HaChaim suggests that the aspects 
of God that are mentioned in this verse (unity 
and loyalty i.e. ‘Our God, God is one’) are all 
unified aspects of ‘Hashem Echad’.

Aliya 7 | 7:1-11  

 Examine verses 7:1-3.  

What is the command of ‘velo tchaneim’? 
What is the overall purpose of these verses? 

Rashi suggests that this command either limits 
the praise you may give the inhabitants of the 
land, or it limits the rest & relief you give them. 
Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that this is a 
command to not show to much compassion to 
the local inhabitants of the land. He views this 
word in particular as a powerful proof for the 
strength of the Torah. Depending on which 
vowels are placed underneath the word the 
restriction adapts for various circumstances.
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