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Aliya 1 | 6:1-11 

Rashi on verse 6:2 says that the language 
used at the beginning of the verse is 
generally in cases where monetary loss is 
involved.  

What is the monetary loss in regards to 
the Olah sacrifice? 

The Ohr HaChaim initially suggests that 
perhaps this monetary loss is on the 
bringer of the sacrifice, for he has no 
benefit from the sacrifice. Alternatively the 
case could be made that the intense work 
placed on the Kohen for the Olah sacrifice 
is a great burden, with little physical 
reward. The Ohr HaChaim, offering 
another option, suggests that the fuel 
required to ensure the flame of this 
sacrifice burns all night was expensive and 
unique to this sacrifice. 

Aliya 2 | 6:12-7:10 

Verse 6:13 describes a meal offering 
that is brought on the occasion of a 
Kohen's installation.  

Who brings this sacrifice and when 
(pay close attention to whom this 
verse is addressed)?  
What does the word 'Bayom' add to 
our understanding of this sacrifice?  

Rashi suggests that an ordinary priest 
brings this sacrifice when he begins 
his service. The High Priest brings this 
sacrifice every day. The Ibn Ezra 
suggests that 'Bayom' means from the 
day of his inauguration, meaning this 
is a sacrifice brought every day from 
the first day of his high priest service.

Aliya 3 | 7:11-38 

The Zevach Shelamim, described in 
verse 7:11-12, is a sacrifice in which 
someone wants to express gratitude 
to God for a particular miracle that 
happened to him/her.  

Why is this sacrifice called a 
'Shelamim'? And how does it 
achieve an expression of gratitude? 

The Da'at Zkenim suggests that 
expressing gratitude brings peace 
between heaven and earth. The 
Sforno points out that this sacrifice is 
accompanied by leavened bread (see 
7:12 - very unusual in the Mikdash!) 
This would require many people to 
participate in the feast of this sacrifice 
thus publicizing this gratitude.

Aliya 4 | 8:1-13 

Examine verses 8:1-3.  

When does Moshe receive these 
instructions?  

Rashi suggests that these instructions 
were received by Moshe 7 days before 
the Mishkan was completed. It would 
have been appropriate to be placed 
by Shemot 40 but there is no 
chronological order within the Torah. 
The Ramban suggests that Moshe was 
commanded to construct the Mishkan 
on the 23 of Adar, he does so on that 
day, and then on the days following is 
given all of the instructions of Vayikra 
until this point. Once the Mishkan is 
constructed, specific instructions on 
each sacrifice is required.

Aliya 5 | 8:14-21 

In verse 8:15 we are told that the 
sacrif ice that is being brought, 
specifically the blood sprinkled on the 
corners of the altar, will atone for the 
alter.  

What does it mean, it will atone for 
the alter?  

Rashi suggests that this was spiritually 
cleansing the altar in case something 
inappropriate had come into contact 
with it. The Netziv suggests that this 
'atonement of the altar' specifically 
relates to the repentance that was 
required of Aharon in connection to his 
teaching ideas that were not sourced in 
the Torah (by the golden calf). This 
atonement remains private. 

Aliya 6 | 8:22-29 

At the start of this Aliya we are told about the 
second ram that is brought as a sacrifice. This is to 
be known as the Ram of Ordination, as the verse 
calls it (8:22). 

Why is this ram specifically known as the one 
dedicated for the ordination of the priests 
when there has been a series of indispensable 
sacrifices in this ordination ceremony? 

Rashi suggests that the word 'miluim' is similar to 
the word, 'shelamim' and thus this second ram 
completed their inauguration ceremony. The Tur 
Ha'Aruch suggests that this was the final 
ordination sacrifice which thus meant upon its 
completion, the priests would be inaugurated. 

Aliya 7 | 8:30-36 

As we reach the conclusion of the inauguration of 
the priests, they receive instructions, "not to go 
outside the entrance of the Tent of Meeting for 
seven days." 

What is the nature of this instruction? Why do 
the priests receive such a restriction? 

The Chizkuni suggests that this instruction was not 
a house arrest as during the evenings the priests 
were free to take care of their physical needs. 
Much like the Torah informs us that the Jewish 
people's mourning over Moshe's passing for 30 
days (Devarim 34:8) was not all-consuming, and 
they took care of basic human needs, here to the 
priests were locked away to maintain sanctity, but 
not prevented from exiting where required.
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