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Aliya 1 | 13:1-20 

Examine verse 13:2. Recall the most recent 
s tory recorded of Mi r iam shar ing 
disparaging comments about Moshe's 
personal life (12:14-16).  
Why are these two stories placed next to 
each other? Why does this verse 
explicitly state that "you should send for 
yourself men?" 

The Kli Yakar suggests, in two separate 
comments , that perhaps Mi r iam's 
inclination to talk slander would be an 
example for the spies in what not to do. 
That being said, the Kli Yakar suggests 
that if this were a command of God, He 
would have told them to send women. 
Women would have made better spies 
since they are guided by their love of the 
land (27:4). 

Aliya 2 | 13:21-14:7 

Examine verse 13:22. 

Why does the verse begin with the 
plural word, 'Vaya'alu' followed by 
the word in singular, 'Vayavo'? 

Rashi, Ibn Ezra & Rashbam suggest 
that only Calev went to Hebron to 
pray at the graveside of his ancestors. 
Rabbeinu Bahya adds to these 
comments that the reason Yehoshua 
didn't join Calev is because Yehoshua 
received an individualized blessing 
from Moshe and thus already had the 
spiritual fortitude to withstand 
slandering the land. The Netziv adds 
that the other spies didn't enter 
H e b ro n b / c t h e y f e a re d t h e 
inhabitants, a foreshadowing of things 
to come.

Aliya 3 | 14:8-25 

Examine verse 14:8.  

Why do Yehoshua and Calev discuss 
entering the land of Israel as being 
conditional upon God's Will? Why 
do they leave room for doubt in 
their defense? 

The Ohr HaChaim says this was a 
direct response to the other spies‘ 
concerns that the Jewish people were 
not strong enough to conquer the 
land. The conquering of the land 
would not be due to strength but 
Divine Will. The Sforno echoes the 
sentiment of the Ohr HaChaim by 
stating that perhaps the source of our 
strength is our connection with God. 

Aliya 4 | 14:26-15:7 

Examine verses 14:40-45. 

Why do the Jewish people react to 
the punishment in this way? How is it  
that they changed their disposition 
from returning to Egypt to now 
going to Israel? 

The Tur HaAruch quoting his father 
the Rosh explained that once the 
Jewish people saw the Egyptian army 
defeated on the banks of the Red Sea, 
they were always interested in 
returning to Egypt to take over. No 
soldiers or males were left in Egypt 
which offered them s igni f icant 
opportunity to build a state in that 
land. Why try to conquer a land when 
they have already conquered Egypt?

Aliya 5 | 15:8-16 

Examine the final verses of this aliya 
15:13-16. 

What do these verses add? 

Verse 15:12 outlines instructions that 
a sacrifice requires an accompanying 
libation/meal offering. R S.R. Hirsch 
points out that this brings into focus 
the idea that it is the sacrifice that is 
central and not the one bringing the 
sacrifice. If it were the one bringing 
the sacrifice, it would be sufficient to 
bring one meal and libation offering 
for all the sacrifices you bring, as 
opposed to bringing one meal/
libation offering per sacrifice. Perhaps 
the message relates to the lesson 
learned in offering a sacrifice, our ego 
should be low b/c we have sinned.

Aliya 6 | 15:17-26 

Examine verse 15:17-18.  

Why does this verse use unusual language 
describing the entry to the Land of Israel, 
that is different from other language used 
describing this entry (Devarim 26:1)? 

Rashi suggests that in other circumstances the 
instructions offered here will only begin upon 
the completion of the conquering of the land. 
The instructions offered here begin when the 
first Jewish foot steps in the land of Israel. The 
Netziv comments that this instruction only 
applies to human food versus food that is 
created for animals. This all speaks to a new 
status of living that the Jewish people will 
experience upon their entry to the land.

Aliya 7 | 15:27-41 

Examine verses 15:32-36. 

Why does the Torah introduce this story by 
letting us know that the Jewish people are in 
the wilderness? Which wilderness was this? 

Rashi suggests that it states that they were in 
the desert to teach us that they had just entered 
into the wilderness. This was only their second 
Shabbat in the desert. The Ohr HaChaim 
quotes the Talmud Shabbat 96b in which the 
parameters of carrying in public are debated. 
According to the opinion of Rav Yehuda, the 
reason the desert is mentioned here is to 
illustrate to us that this man carried stick in a 
public domain which would require a death 
penalty punishment. 
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