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Aliya 1 | 25:10-26:4 
Examine verse 25:10-11. 

Why does verse 10 state the word 
‘laymor’? Who is this to be told to?  
Why is Pinchas’ lineage outlined here? 
The Ohr HaChaim states that this was to 
be stated to the entire Jewish people to 
help them understand that the actions of 
Pinchas saved them from punishment. The 
initial shock of Pinchas killing a prince of 
Israel may have prevented them from 
realizing the importance of his actions.  
Rashi states that Pinchas was the subject of 
ridicule from other tribes due to his being a 
maternal descendant of Yitro. The Ohr 
HaChaim states that it was neccesary to 
mention Aharon with Pinchas since Aharon 
had played a key role in enabling the 
worship of the Gold Calf, and Pinchas’ 
actions, which were opposite of Aharon’s, 
repaired that damage. 

Aliya 2 | 26:5-51 

Examine verse 26:5.  

Why does the Torah add the hebrew 
letter ‘hey’ at the beginning of each 
name and a ‘yud’ at the end? 

Rashi suggests that the Nations of the 
World would be able to embarrass 
the lineage of the Jewish people by 
questioning their paternal line during 
their enslavement in Egypt. For this 
reason, God applies his name to each 
of the tribes to show that their 
paternal status was not infiltrated by 
the Egyptians. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that the ‘hey’ & ‘yud’ are 
written in the reverse order because 
of the great reverence they had in not 
uttering the name of God.

Aliya 3 | 26:52-27:5 

Examine verse 26:53-54.  

To whom was the land going to be 
divided?  

Rashi suggests that only those who 
had reached the age of twenty at the 
time of the lottery for land would 
participate, even though it would take 
14 years to conquer and divide the 
land. The Chizkuni suggests that the 
words ‘to these’ refers to the heads of 
the fifty seven families that are 
enumerated in this chapter. Each 
family would receive a corresponding 
amount of land. The Netziv points out 
that the opening word of this section 
‘le’eyle’ generally comes to exclude 
some item. This discussion centers on 
who is excluded in this inheritance. 

Aliya 4 | 27:6-23 

Examine verse 27:7-8. 

Why does the Torah use the word 
‘transfer their father’s share’ rather 
than ‘give their father’s share’? 

Rashi suggests that this language of 
transference is used, as opposed to 
the language of ‘g iv ing’ used 
elsewhere to describe this inheritance,  
due to the fact that this land will 
inevitably be transferred to a new tribe  
once these daughters marry. Rabbeinu 
Bahya suggests that this inheritance is 
more transient and thus a transient 
w o r d i s u s e d . T h e I b n E z r a 
understands that this language points 
out that what should have been given 
to the father was instead given to his 
daughters. 

Aliya 5 | 28:1-15 

Examine verse 28:2.  

Why is the language here both in the 
form of a command (Tzav) and a 
communication (Emor)? Why is this 
command written here? 

Rashi suggests that this is a direct 
response to Moshe’s command to God 
(27:16) to appoint a new leader. God 
instructs Moshe that his job is not 
success ion p lanning but Torah 
commanding. The Alshich suggests 
that there are two elements to every 
sacrifice: the intent and action. The 
command here relates to the intent 
and the statement here relates to the 
action. 

Aliya 6 | 28:16-29:11 

Examine verses 28:18-20.  

What do these sacrifices achieve? Why are 
these the specific animals sacrificed?  

The Meshech Chochma suggests that on each 
day 10 sacrifices were brought, resulting 70 
total sacrifices over 7 days. Although these 
correspond to the number of nations of the 
world, these sacrifices were required to be free 
of blemish ‘for you’. These sacrifices were for 
the Jewish people. Rashi suggests that each 
type of sacrifice is a reference to the 
patriarchs. Bulls are an allusion to Avraham 
(See Bereishit 18:7), Rams are an allusion to 
Yitzchak (See Bereishit 22:13), and Lambs are 
a reference to Ya’akov (see Bereishit 30:40).

Aliya 7 | 29:12-30:1 

Examine verse 29:13 that repeats the command 
to bring burnt sacrifices on the holiday of 
Sukkot. 

Why do we bring 70 sacrifices on Sukkot 
(continued from the last q.)? 

Rashi suggests that these sacrifices number the 
same as the nations of the world and served as a 
protecting force for the nations of the world 
while the Temple was still functioning. Ironically, 
the destruction of the Temple created the 
inevitable decline of the nations of the world, 
just as the number of sacrifices decline through 
the days of Sukkot. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests 
that the decline in the number of sacrifices 
ensures that the nations of the world don’t 
overstay their welcome within the home of God. 

To sign up to 
receive KTC via 

email visit: 
  

www.lev-Avos.com 

Shabbat 
Shalom

http://www.lev-Avos.com
http://www.lev-avos.com
http://www.lev-avos.com
http://www.lev-Avos.com

