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Aliya 1 | 29:9-28 
Examine verse 29:9.  

What is the meaning of Nitzavim? Why 
are the Jews being gathered as one 
today?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe gathered the 
Jewish people during his final moment to 
enter the entire nation into a new covenant 
with God. The Ibn Ezra says that the 
Jewish people were all gathered around 
the Ark of the Covenant. The Sforno 
suggests that it was necessary for every 
Jew to stand before God so that their 
connection to God was direct and not 
through Moshe. The Ohr HaChaim says it 
was in this moment that Moshe wanted to 
create a collective responsibility for one 
another and, in order to do so every single 
Jew had to be present. 

Aliya 2 | 30:1-6 

Examine verses 30:1-2.  

Why mention again the blessings 
and the curses? What is the purpose 
of these verses? 

The Ramban suggests that these are 
discussing a future redemption. The 
Netziv agreed and suggests that 
these verses are discussing a future 
redempt ion, jus t as God had 
discussed the future redemption of 
the Jews from Egypt with Moshe  in 
Shemot 7. The Ohr HaChaim sees an 
instruction here to praise both that 
which we perceive as blessing and 
curse because the long arc of history 
will prove that there is ultimately no 
difference between these two items. 

Aliya 3 | 30:7-14 
Examine verses 30:11-14. 

Which Mitzvah is this verse referring 
to? How is this verse connected to 
earlier verses? 

The Ramban suggests that this 
Mitzvah is referring to the command to 
repent (Teshuva ) . The Alsh ich  
suggests that this verse is referring to 
the s tudy of Torah. The Ktav 
VeHakabalah sees this verse as 
referring to the whole understanding 
that ultimately the instructions in the 
Torah are all part of one great Mitzvah. 
The Ohr HaChaim suggests that we 
are talking about aspects of Torah 
study including the understanding of 
the words, the messages & the 
fulfillment of the commands.

Aliya 4 | 30:15-31:6 

Examine verse 30:15.  

What is the nature of this verse? 
What links all of these things 
together? 
Rashi suggests that one is dependent 
on the other. If you do good, you will 
live, and if you do evil, you will die.  
The Ibn Ezra understands these items 
to be deeply connected to each other. 
Tov = prosperity, Chayim = long life. 
Death and evil are the reverse of the 
above. The Sforno sees each of these 
words as describing aspects of reward/
punishment in this world and in the 
world to come. Rabbeinu Bahya 
suggests that this verse is the source 
for human free will. We are presented 
with the ability to choose between all 
of the items presented in this verse. 

Aliya 5 | 31:7-13 
Examine verse 31:7.  

What is the message Moshe is giving 
to Yehoshua here? Why is it taking 
place in front of all of Israel?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe was 
instructing Yehoshua to rely on the 
Elders of the Jewish people to make 
policy decisions going forward. God 
instructed Yehoshua to lead and make 
these decisions himself. The Alshich 
suggests that Moshe didn’t want the 
people to take the leadership of 
Yehoshua lightly, and since he just told 
that that God would lead them into 
Israel, Moshe wanted to illustrate to 
the Jewish people that Yehoshua will 
be an instrument of God's will. 

Aliya 6 | 31:14-19 

Examine verse 31:14.  

What is being commanded in this verse? 
What is going on in this verse? 

The Ibn Ezra suggests that Moshe is leaving 
the presence of the Jewish people and is re-
entering the encampment of God. The Ba’al 
HaTurim points out that the language of ‘Hen’ 
was used to describe the final moments of 
Moshe’s life because he had used it when he 
complained against God (Shemot 6:12). 
Rabbeinu Bahya sees this verse as a proof that 
God predestines the length of life of every 
person born before he or she comes into this 
world. The predetermined life can be 
lengthened by good deeds but there is an 
initial determination of life.  

Aliya 7 | 31:20-30 
Examine verses 31:20-21.  

What does it mean that ‘this poem shall be 
testimony’? What are these verses predicting? 

Rashi suggests that these verses are a 
reassurance to the Jewish people that they will 
never forget the Torah. The Ibn Ezra suggests 
that the Torah will come to testify against those 
who oppressed the Jewish people. Only the 
Jewish nation will be a permanent presence in 
the history of the world. The Chizkuni sees this 
“song” as the response to the question that will 
be raised many times throughout Jewish history, 
“why has this happened to us?” Rabbeinu 
Bahya suggests that the song recorded in 
Ha’azinu contains many references to those who 
have been cast out. 
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