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Aliya 1 | 4:21-37 

Examine verse 4:22.  

Why does the verse include the word 
'also'? What does it add to the 
instruction to count the Gershonite 
family? 

Rashi connects the instruction contained in 
this verse with the instruction to count the 
sons of Kehat. This verse should be read in 
context. The Rashbam also connects this 
to the counting of the son of Kehat by 
quoting another relevant verse (Bamidbar 
4:2). Since there was precedent to count 
the children of Gershon first, and yet here 
they were counted second, the Da'at 
Zkenim says that the world 'also' instructs 
us to ensure that the counting happens. 
This census is similar to the last, even if the 
order of counting is different.

Aliya 2 | 4:38-49 

Examine verse 4:47.  

What 'avoda' is described in this 
verse? What is the distinction 
between the types of religious 
services instructed to the Levites? 

Rashi suggests that the first 'avoda' 
instructed here refers to the songs the 
Levites were to sing during the 
service of the Temple. The second 
'avoda' of this verse refers to the 
carrying of vessels the Levites were to 
do. The Da'at Zkenim suggests that 
the Levites served an auxiliary 
function in the service of the Temple 
and would fill in when there were not 
enough Kohanim available to perform 
aspects of the sacrificial work.

Aliya 3 | 5:1-10 

Examine verses 5:2-3 in which the 
Israelites receive instructions regarding 
who requires exile as part of their 
purification process. 

Why is the prescription for these 
impur i t ies ex i le? Why is th is 
command offered here? 
The Ramban suggests that this 
instruction is received because of the 
presence of the Mishkan & the residing 
of God's 'Shekhina' among the people. 
If there are impure people within the 
encampment, they would create 
impossible conditions for the Divine 
Presence. The Ohr HaChaim suggests 
that just as the Levite's received 
instructions to maintain a distance from 
impurity, so to the Jewish people 
received instructions to maintain the 
sanctity in their encampment.

Aliya 4 | 5:11-6:27 

Examine verse 5:11.  

What does the language of 'tishteh' 
add to our understanding of this 
situation? Why does the Torah use 
that language? 

Rashi suggests that anyone who 
commits an adulterous act has been 
impacted by an externa l , and 
maddening influence; it is almost as if 
they lost their good judgement and 
therefore the hebrew word for 'mad' is 
u s e d . T h e S i f te i Chachamim , 
commenting on Rashi, suggests that 
this 'madness' is a reference to her evil 
inclination and not literal madness. If it 
were talking about literal madness she 
would never be considered liable for 
her actions.

Aliya 5 | 7:1-41 

Examine verses 7:1-2.  

Why do the 'Nesi'im' play such a 
significant role in establishing the 
Mishkan?  

The Sforno suggests that the Nesi'im 
were both representatives of their 
respective tribes, and felt compelled to 
act on behalf of the tribe in pursuing 
atonement for prior failures of the 
tribe. In acting as a representative of 
their tribe, while acknowledging their 
independent importance, perhaps we 
see an example of a re l igious 
representative and arbitrator. Rashi 
suggests that these 'Nesi'im' had 
intervened to protect the Jewish 
people as much as they could in Egypt.

Aliya 6 | 7:42-71 

Examine verse 7:48.  

What is this the seventh day of? Could this 
be referring to Shabbat, and therefore 
would there be a problem in bringing this 
gift on Shabbat? 

The Ibn Ezra says that this is the seventh day 
of inauguration and therefore it is not 
necessarily Shabbat. The Chizkuni sees this as 
happening on Shabbat and special permission 
was granted to bring these sacrifices so as not 
to interrupt the constant flow of gifts to the 
Mishkan. The Da'at Zkenim points out that 
Yosef was an early adopter of honoring 
Shabbat (see Bereishit 43:16) and therefore 
Shabbat honored him in kind with having his 
descendants bring their gifts on Shabbat.

Aliya 7 | 7:72-89 

Examine the concluding verses 7:84-89. 

Why does the Torah record an abridged 
review of all the gift? 

Rashi suggests that this summary was included 
as an audit of the accounting of the gifts. The 
accuracy of the value of the gifts was completely 
true, even as they did an accounting following 
the individual gifts. The Ramban doesn't agree 
with Rashi and suggests that the summary was 
offered to illustrate that the 75 verses (or so) 
were included, even though they were 
repetitious, to provide honor to the Nesi'im. 
They all showed up on the first first of the 
inauguration to offer their gifts, and they were 
each perceived as significant in their dedication.
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