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Aliya 1 | 30:2-31:12 
Examine verses 30:2-3. 

Why is the section relating to the 
restrictions on making a vow placed 
here? Why are these instructions given 
specifically to the ‘leaders of Israel’? 

Rashi states that the Torah was taught by 
Moshe first to the Princes of Israel and then 
to the community. A vow takes a special 
knowledge to annul and thus it is 
preferable to be done only by a leader. 
The Ba’al HaTurim suggests that this law is 
taught to the leaders of the Jewish people 
b/c they often make promises that are 
difficult to keep. The Alshich suggests that 
the average person will often announce a 
vow during a moment of anger. It is up to 
the leaders to have the emotional 
intelligence to control one’s angers.

Aliya 2 | 31:13-54 

Examine verse 31:13. 

Why do Moshe and Elazar prevent 
the soldiers from entering the 
camp? Why do they do this 
together? 

Rashi suggests that they both saw the 
younger ones from the soldiers going 
out to collect the spoils of war. Before 
they did so, Moshe and Elazar 
needed to instruct the soldiers on 
how to do so appropriately. The 
Rashbam suggests that the soldiers 
were impure from the death of war 
and thus could not renter the camp. 
The Netziv suggests that they went 
out to honor the victorious soldiers 
upon their return from war.

Aliya 3 | 32:1-19 

Examine verses 32:1-2. 

Why i s the t r ibe o f Reuven 
mentioned first in the opening verse 
of this section, but consistently 
named second after the tribe of Gad 
for the rest of the aliya? 

The Ibn Ezra suggests that Reuven is 
mentioned first in the initial verse 
because he is the firstborn, but Gad is 
mentioned first in later verses because 
it was a mighty tribe and would be 
missed in the campaign to  conquer 
the land. The Ramban adds that it was 
the tribe of Gad that offered to 
participate in the campaign to 
conquer the land even though they 
will not reside there.

Aliya 4 | 32:20-33:49 

Examine verse 32:22.  

What does it mean when the Torah 
says “before God” numerous times? 
What does it mean that they shall be 
“nekiyim”? 

The Ohr HaChaim suggests that the 
words ‘be fo re God ’ a re used 
repeatedly to remind the Jewish 
people that this campaign for land was 
one that was for sanctity and not 
wealth. This was the command for the 
soldiers to be ‘nekiyim’. They had to 
have the right intent when going to 
battle, namely that their fight was not 
for personal glory. Rashi says that the 
Ark of the Covenant went in front of 
the army into battle to remind them of 
this.

Aliya 5 | 33:50-34:15 

Examine verse 34:2. 

Why does the Torah offer us a 
description of the borders of the 
Land of Israel during the initial 
conquering?  

Rashi suggests that since many of the 
laws in the Torah apply within the 
boundaries of the land, it offers us a 
description of those boundaries. 
Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that the 
command to free the Israel from its 
inhabitants required a description of 
those borders. The Netziv says that the 
use of ‘Can’an’ to describe the land 
illustrates that these borders applied to 
the first conquering of the land when it 
was referred to as Cana’an. Future 
conquests would have different 

Aliya 6 | 34:16-35:8 

Examine verse 35:2. 

What is a ‘migrash’ and why is it neccesary 
to give it to the Levites in addition to the 
cities they inherit? 

Rashi suggests that this was open space 
around the city that was not permitted for any 
building or agricultural use. It was there to 
beautify the city in its natural state. Rabbeinu 
Bahya adds that this space is a thousand 
cubits all around the city and is used for the 
roaming of livestock. The Sefer HaChinukh 
(Mitzvah 342:1) suggests that a certain 
amount of meadow around the city must 
remain untouched forever. No matter how 
developed a city become, you must walk past 
the untouched land to enter.

Aliya 7 | 35:9-36:13 

 Examine verses 36:1-4. 

Why is Elazar the High Priest not included in 
their question to Moshe? Would this not be 
an appropriate question to pose with use of 
the Urim veTumim? 

The Meshech Chochma suggests that the tribes 
of Israel understood that the identity of the 
tribes, and their inheritances, would not last very 
long in their new kingdom. Generally a question 
that would be posed to the Urim veTumim 
would be everlasting and unchangeable. The 
advice they sought was for their generation only. 
The Medrash Kohelet Rabbah 1:4 compares 
the features of the land with the features of a 
human being. Just as the land is permanent and 
is loyal, so to humanity’s impact will be 
permanent if they remain loyal to God.
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