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Aliya 1 | 21:10-21 
Examine verse 21:10. 

What type of war is this discussing? Why 
does the Torah describe it as “going out” 
to war? 

Rashi suggests that this is a non obligatory 
war. He suggests this because in an 
obligatory battle one was not permitted to 
take captives. Since these verses are 
discussing what to do with captives, this 
was must be non obligatory. The Sforno 
suggests that this war is beyond the 
boundaries of the Land of Israel and 
therefore is described in the terms of 
‘going out’. The Chizkuni takes this 
suggestions further and says that these 
laws apply only outside the borders of the 
Land of Israel. The Tur HaAruch sees this as 
military advice from Moshe, in considering 
a preemptive strike against Israel’s enemies 
when the time in the future comes. 

Aliya 2 | 21:22-22:7 

Examine verses 21:22-23.  

What is the nature of this Mitzvah? 
What is the curse that accompanies 
the hanged body?  

Rashi suggests that the juxtaposition 
of this Mitzvah to the instructions 
regarding the rebellious son, informs 
us that not managing the rebellious 
son will lead to further destruction. 
The Da’at Zkenim suggests that this 
curse is referring to preventing a 
chillul HaShem. Those who view the 
d e c e a s e d w i l l r e m e m b e r h i s 
b lasphemy. The Tur HaAruch 
suggests that this curse refers to the 
deceased in that he cheapened his 
life because of his actions.

Aliya 3 |  22:8—23:7 
Examine verses 22:8-9. 

Why is this Mitzvah presented now? 
Why is this house described as a 
‘Bayit Chadash’, when the Mitzvah 
applies to all homes, new & old? 

Rashi suggests that observance of 
Mitzvot leads to further observance of 
Mitzvot. If you perform shiluach hakan 
(22:6-7) you will merit to build a house 
that requires a fence (22:8) & you will 
be able to plant a vineyard (22:9). The 
Netziv suggests that, while one has to 
build a fence for even an old home, 
the law of putting up a fence is unique 
in that one is not permitted to live in a 
home until the fence is up. The 
obligation begins with the completion 
of construction. 

Aliya 4 | 23:8-24 

Examine verse 23:8.  
What is the reason for this Mitzvah? 
Why is it necessary to be stated? 

Rashi suggests that it would be 
appropriate to hate the Edomites 
because they met Ya’akov with an 
aggressive stance but nevertheless we 
do not hate them. The Egyptians, even 
though they murdered many Jewish 
children, were hospitable to us early 
on, during the years of famine. The 
Da'at Zkenim suggests that because 
the Edomites were our cousins, and 
because they sold us food and water, 
was it forbidden for us to hate them. 
The Netziv points out that this law only 
applies to the Edomites and not every 
descendant of Eisav. This is because 
the Edomites are neighbors, and we 
are required to view them favorably .

Aliya 5 | 23:25-24:4 

Examine verse 23:25.  

What is the nature of this Mitzvah? 
What does it mean you can eat until 
you are satisfied?  

Rashi suggests that this is specifically 
referring to a laborer who is working to 
gather grapes, and not any other type 
of labor. He is permitted to eat as 
much as he’d like. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that one is not permitted to 
be gluttonous & eat more than satiates 
you. The Chizkuni quoting the Ibn 
Ezra suggests that this Mitzvah relates 
to the prior instructions regarding 
making a vow. One cannot make a 
promise on someone else’s property, 
even if you are permitted to eat of it.  

Aliya 6 | 24:5-13 

Examine verse 24:5.  

While it is very romantic to keep a new 
couple together, what is the message of this 
Mitzvah? Why is it stated here? 

Rashi suggest that all the discussions in prior 
chapters of this Parsha outline those who are 
exempt from fighting in war. The person who 
plants a vineyard, the person who build a 
house, and here the person who recently got 
married are all invited to leave before the 
battle begin (Devarim 20:6-9). Rabbeinu 
Bahya points out that just as the Jewish 
people did not travel from Mt. Sinai for one 
year following the giving of the Torah, so too 
the 1st year of marriage has significance, and 
requires an focus on being in the home. 

Aliya 7 | 24:14-25:19 
Examine verse 24:16. 

What is this verse discussing? What are the 
parameters of this Mitzvah? 

Rashi suggests that this refers to the testimony 
offered by a son against his father. The Sforno 
sees this as a moral check on the power of the 
King. Generally, family members would be 
punished for the indiscretions of a relative to 
discourage insubordination. This is inappropriate 
according to the Torah. The Rashbam suggests 
that this is outlined here because it is forbidden 
for the courts to make such a decree. 
Nevertheless, we should not think that the 
Heavenly Courts could not make such a decree, 
and should be careful with our behaviors 
because of who they may impact. 
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