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Aliya 1 | 26:1-11 
Examine verses 26:1-2. 
Why is the message of 26:1? Why is it 
offered as the introduction to 26:2? 

Rashi suggests that this verse sets the 
parameters for Bikkurim. The Jewish 
people will not fulfill this Mitzvah until the 
land has been conquered & settled. The 
Ohr HaChaim sees the opening verse as 
conditions in which the second verse will 
come true. The Jewish people will inherit 
the land b/c God has brought them there, 
and God will bring them there because the 
Jewish people have recognized Him as 
God. The Kli Yakar sees the opening and 
conclusion of our verse as contradictions. 
God gives us the land yet it will be 
inherited. Perhaps the offering of the first 
fruits is to remind us that inheritance of 
Israel is reliant on God as much as it is 
reliant on who your parents were. 

Aliya 2 | 26:12-15 

Examine verse 26:12. 

What is this Mitzvah? When does it 
apply? 

Rashi suggests that one may have 
thought that this Mitzvah was to be 
fulfilled during the harvest festival of 
Sukkot but it is not the case here 
since the verse talks about the 
completion of all the tithing which is 
done by Pesach. The Rashbam 
suggests that this is talking of the 
Mitzvah of Ma’aser Ani, tithing for the 
poor. The Ibn Ezra suggests that one 
can chose who to give this gift too 
from the list of people mentioned. 
The Netziv suggests that Ma’aser Ani 
is different from other giving in that it 
purely to honor God. There is nothing 
the giver receives in return.

Aliya 3 | 26:16-19 
Examine verse 26:16.  
What ‘day’ is being referred to here? 
What is the message of this verse? 
Rashi suggests that this ‘day’ is actually 
every single day. We are to work hard 
to ensure that the Mitzvot are fresh to 
us every single day. The Ibn Ezra sees 
this as a resumption of the speech of 
Moshe; it was on this day he resumed 
his final message to the Jewish people. 
The Sforno suggests that this ‘day’ is 
referring to the day that the Jewish 
people accepted upon themselves the 
guarding of the Mitzvot and entered 
into a covenant with God. The Ohr 
HaChaim suggests that the Jewish 
people are committed to guarding the 
Mitzvot even if they should not apply, 
like the Mitzvah of Bikkurim in the 
desert, outside the land of Israel.

Aliya 4 | 27:1-10 

Examine verses 27:1-2. 

Why were the ‘Elders of Israel’ part 
of this command? How did they fit 
the entire Torah on these stones? 
The Sforno suggests that since the 
‘Elders of Israel’ would be present in 
the land of Israel when the blessings 
and curses would be pronounced on 
Mts. Grizzim & Eval, they should carry 
the mantle of the command to do so. 
The Ibn Ezra quotes Sa’adya Gaon 
suggests that not the entire Torah was 
written on these stones, largely 
because of the impossible volume of 
words but rather just a compilation of 
the 613 Mitzvot. The Tur suggests that 
Moshe felt that the Jewish people 
would listen more carefully to their 
respective Elder, and thus he included 
them in this process. 

Aliya 5 | 27:11-28:6 
Examine verses 27:12-14.  

Where we the Levi’im to stand 
during this ceremony? Where they at 
the top of the mountain (verse 12) or 
at the bottom (verse 14)? 

Rash suggests that the Levi’im were at 
t h e b o t t o m o f t h e m o u n t a i n 
pronouncing the blessings/curses. The 
Chizkuni suggests that those Levi’im fit 
to carry the ark (between the ages of 
30-50) stood at the base of the 
mountains. The rest of the tribe took 
their spot on top of the mountain. The 
Chizkuni (Bamidbar 6:23) suggests 
that upon the death of Aharon the 
Jewish people felt very vulnerable to 
military attack and therefore the tribe 
of Aharon played a central role in 
blessing them. 

Aliya 6 | 28:7-69 

Examine verse 28:7. 

What is this blessing? Why does the Torah 
describe our enemies as fleeing in seven 
directions? 

Rashi suggests that the 7 directions indicate 
panic. Our enemies will flee in every direction 
possible out of the terror of the might of the 
Jewish people. The Ibn Ezra sees the number 
seven as an indication of Divine impact within 
the wars we wage. Just as God created 7 days 
in the week, so too he will intervene in your 
battles. The Netziv suggests that the nature of 
this blessing is innovative in that it refers to 
those Jewish people who make a career out of 
their military service. Up until now the 
blessings were directed to those in ‘miluim’.

Aliya 7 | 29:1-8 
Examine verses 29:1-3. 

What is the message Moshe is giving the 
Jewish people in these verses? Why restate 
the obvious? 

Rashi suggests that on this day (see 29:3) the 
Jewish people objected to Moshe handing over 
the completed Torah to the tribe of Levi. They 
demanded that it be given to them, and so 
Moshe rejoiced that on this day the Jewish 
people fully embraced the Torah. The Netziv 
suggests that these verses are supposed to be 
words of comfort following the intense curses 
that were stated in the prior section. The Ohr 
HaChaim suggests that up until now not all of 
Israel was present to hear the curses. In 
reminiscing about how far they’ve come, 
everyone must be present. 
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