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Aliya 1 | 7:12-8:10 
Examine verse 7:12.  
What does the word ‘Eikev’ mean? Why 
is it used? 

Rashi suggests that the Torah is discussing 
the Mitzvot that people generally take 
lightly, or ‘tread upon’. The word ‘Eikev’ 
can be translated as heel. The Ramban 
suggests that Rashi’s suggestion relates to 
those instructions that guide how humans 
should interact with one another. Humans 
should be careful when judging even the 
most trivial matters that may seem a waste 
of time. The Ohr HaChaim suggests that 
the word ‘Eikev’ (like ‘Ikvos’ Meshicha) can 
refer to the end of a process. Learning 
from Bereishit Rabba 42, he suggests that 
the language of ‘Vahaya’ is one of joy. One 
experiences joy with the commitment to 
mitzvot and there is simple joy in 
obediently observing the commandments.

Aliya 2 | 8:11-9:3 

Examine verses 8:11-14.  

Why is this warning written here? 
What is the message of this verse? 

The Ibn Ezra suggests that the 
haughtiness that comes with comfort 
and affluence can create a barrier to 
remembering the impoverished 
history the Jewish people while they 
were slaves and through their journey 
in the desert. We must be careful not 
to forget our past Rashi suggests that 
rebellion is a luxury of the satiated. 
One who is hungry doesn’t have time 
to rebel against God. As they enter 
Israel, and will become wealthy, they 
should remember the time they were 
hungry. The Chizkuni suggests that 
this refers to haughtiness, something 
that is far to common. 

Aliya 3 | 9:4-29 
Examine verse 9:4.  

What is this verse teaching us? Why 
are we not supposed to view 
ourselves as worthy?  

The Rashbam suggests that the Jewish 
people should remain humble in their 
success and realize that military 
victories will not be in their merit. The 
Sforno suggests that attributing 
military success to the ‘might of God’ 
will prevent Jewish soldiers from 
committing war crimes. The Netziv 
suggests that there are two points to 
be made here. Firstly, while one should 
have self-confidence, one should be 
realistic that it is impossible to be 
perfect. One should also realize that 
God desires to conquer the land of 
Israel and therefore may do so 
irregardless of the people’s merits .

Aliya 4 | 10:1-11 

Examine verse 10:1.  

What does it mean “psal lecha”? 
What distinguished the second 
Luchot from the first?  

The Tur Ha’Aruch sees the word 
‘lecha’ as a word that distinguishes 
between the material used in the 
creating of the first vs. the second 
tablets. The first tablets were made 
entirely from spiritual material. The 
material for the second tablets was 
gathered by Moshe. The Sforno 
suggests that the damage made by 
the destruction of the first Luchot 
could not be fully repaired and thus 
the second Luchot were not a 
replacement for the first. Their 
material couldn’t rival the first ones. 

Aliya 5 | 10:12-11:9 

Examine verse 10:12. 

What is this verse asking of us? Why 
does Moshe begin this verse with 
‘ve’ata’? 

Rashi suggests that the word ‘ve’ata’ 
indicates that God did not change His 
expectations of us even though we 
sinned. His requirements of us remain 
consistent throughout. Rashi continues 
to point out that the Sages used this 
verse (Berakhot 33b) as the source of 
the famous principal that everything is 
in the control of Heaven except for the 
fear of Heaven. The Sforno suggests 
that God does not ask us for this 
commitment for His wellbeing, rather it 
is for us, and therefore part of the 
obligations is to understand the nature 
of the community s. 

Aliya 6 | 11:10-21 

Examine verse 11:10.  

What ultimately distinguishes Egypt from 
the Promised Land? 

Rashi suggests that upon leaving Egypt the 
Jewish people were promised that their 
destination was better then the land of 
origination. Even though Egypt was incredibly 
fertile, the Promised Land would ultimately out 
do Egypt. The Sforno suggests that Israel 
requires rainfall, unlike Egypt. The Ibn Ezra 
says that the Promised Land requires Divine 
intervention for its success. Rain will only fall 
when God wills it to do so in the Promised 
Land. The Da’at Zkenim points out that Egypt 
being flat lands, enables an effective irrigation 
system. The Promised Land would have to rely 
on God granting rain due to its hilly terrain.

Aliya 7 | 11:22-25  

 Examine verse 11:22.  

What is the Mitzvah described in this verse? 
What does this verse add to the numerous 
verse that already encouraged the keeping of 
the Mitzvot?   

Rashi links this verse to the encouragement 
specifically to study and remember Torah. The 
Sforno suggests that the commitment to Torah 
study should shape our understanding of God’s 
loving kindness. This will in turn shape our 
actions as generous people. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that the nature of MItzvot requires extra 
effort to protect their observance. It is for this 
reason the concept of ‘shamor’ is mentioned 
twice in this verse. We should always be looking 
to add onto that which is holy, to protect it.
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