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Aliya 1 | 16:1-24 

Examine verses 16:1-2. 

The Yom Kippur priestly service is 
presented in context of the passing of 
the sons of Aharon. Why?  
How is their passing relevant to the 
message of Yom Kippur? 

The Kli Yakar suggests that this is teaching 
a lesson to Aharon regarding his 
worthiness. Aharon should not assume that 
he would always be worthy of entering the 
Mikdash b/c of who his brother is. Aharon 
had to be worthy independent of his 
'yichus' (heritage). The Chizkuni points out 
that this instructions was given in Nissan, 
not near the calendar date of Yom Kippur. 
Perhaps this was reinforcing for Aharon 
that his sons had not died in vain. 

Aliya 2 | 16:25-7:7 

Examine verse 16:29 in which the nature 
of Yom Kippur is presented.  

What is the scope of the limitations of 
Yom Kippur and why is it presented 
within the context of the Avoda? 

The Sforno points out that following the 
description of what the Kohen was to do 
on Yom Kippur, one may think that he 
acts as a replacement for any ritual the 
average person may be required to 
observe. Therefore the description of the 
ritual service that takes places in the 
Mikdash concludes with the individual 
obligations of Yom Kippur. The Bekhor 
Shor concludes that since the verse 
doesn't simply instruct one to refrain 
from eating, there are restrictions beyond 
that of refraining from eating. 

Aliya 3 | 17:8 - 18:21 

Examine verses 17:10-11. 

What is the connection of these 
verses with what came before them 
(discussing the forbidden nature of 
sacrificing to 'goat-demons')? Why is 
blood referred to as the 'life-source' 
and thus forbidden to be eaten?  

The Sforno suggests that these goat-
demons rely upon a constant supply of 
blood. These 'goat-demons' are not 
comparable to God in that He exists 
independent of our actions. Perhaps 
the demons we create in our minds, 
are products of our own making. God 
promises us freedom from them if we 
wish. Blood is the 'life-source' b/c they 
give life to these inanimate  objects.

Aliya 4 | 18:22-19:14 

Examine verse 19:2. 

Why is this verse stated in front of 
the entire Jewish people? Why is it 
written in the section of the Torah? 

Rashi suggests that this teaching was 
presented in front of the entire Jewish 
p e o p l e b e c a u s e m o s t o f t h e 
fundamental teachings of the Torah 
are dependent on it. The Ibn Ezra 
states that this command is placed 
here because it relates to the prior 
section of command on sexual 
improprieties. Staying in the land of 
Israel requires not only abstaining from 
inappropriate sexual relationships but 
also requires a commitment to 
becoming sanctified. 

Aliya 5 | 19:15-32 

Examine verse 19:16. 

Why does the Torah instruct us here 
to not 'stand idly by'? How does this 
relate to the violation of forbidden 
speech mentioned in the first half of 
the verse? 

The Ohr HaChaim states that if one 
knows of a person intending to do 
harm to another, one should not refrain 
from informing the potential victim b/c 
of concerns of 'forbidden speech'. The 
Bekhor Shor connects these two 
forbidden acts by saying that if you do 
speak poorly of another, it will be very 
difficult to involve yourself should you 
see wrong being done to that person.

Aliya 6 | 19:33-20:7 

Examine verse 19:33. 

What is the scope of this restriction? Why does 
the verse change tense from the singular 
('Itcha') to the plural ('Be'artzachem')? 

After the Torah instructs us to show respect for  
Torah scholars, the Sforno tells us that the Torah 
reminds us to show sensitivity also to those who 
may be worse off then us. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that the verse switches tenses because 
there are two overwhelming influences that can 
bring a person closer to Judaism. Righteous 
personalities, like that of Avraham Avinu, and the 
inspiring land of Israel. The singular tense refers 
to the brilliant individuals; the plural to the land.

Aliya 7 | 20:8-27 

Examine verse 20:25. 

What does it mean to make a distinction 
between animals? Is it not obvious the 
difference between species of animals?  

Rashi points out that while an animal is technically 
kosher, if it is not killed according Jewish law, it 
loses its kosher status & becomes forbidden from 
eating. The Bekhor Shor suggests that Kashrut is 
one of the main practices that distinguishes the 
Jewish people from the other nations. The 
language of distinction is used here because of the 
important impact of not sharing one's food with a 
gentile. The Chizkuni suggests that it is often the 
minority gets consumed by the majority. Kosher 
animals being in the minority need distinction.
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