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Aliya 3 | 9:4-29 

Examine verse 9:4. 

What does the Torah warn against 
in this verse and what is the value 

of this warning?  

Rashi, as explained by the Siftei 
Chakhamim, suggests that we 
should not believe that it was God’s 
generosity that brought us to the 
Land of Israel, but rather the wicked 
ways of its inhabitants caused their 
exile. This is an important distinction 
because God, who certainly ‘loves’ 
the Jewish people,  provides for us 
not because of this love, but 
because of our actions. Ramban 
suggests that there is significance in 
the “love” God has for the Jewish 
people, but it is not a factor when 
other nations are exiled.

Aliya 1 | 7:12-8:10 

Examine verse 7:12. 

Why does the Torah use the word 
‘Eikev’? What is the relevance of this 

word?  

Rashi suggests that the word Eikev 
reminds us of the heel. This word is used 
to draw our attention to the Mitzvot that 
we may take more lightly, with less 
seriousness. The Da’at Zkenim quotes R’ 
Shimon Bar Yochai who suggests that the 
Torah tells us the reward for only two of 
the 613 Mitzvot. The same reward is given 
for the most difficult (Shiluach HaKan) of 
Mitzvot and the easiest of Mitzvot (Kibbud 
Av V’Eim) to show that the reward is not 
reflected by the difficulty of a Mitzvah.  
The Ohr HaChaim adds that Eikev must 
refer to fulfilling the whole Torah, and 
completing your purpose on this earth.

Aliya 2 | 8:11-9:3 

Examine verse 8:14. 

What is the concern of this verse? 
Why is this warning written now? 

Ibn Ezra suggests that the Jewish 
people forgot about their difficult past, 
their thrust and hunger as slaves, and 
God still provided for them. The 
Chizkuni suggests that the warning 
about arrogance needed to be 
repeated because it is such a prevalent 
problem that is hard to recognize and 
overcome. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests 
that the root of all mistakes and sins is 
arrogance. Due to affluence and peace, 
a person’s soul can become arrogant 
and smug. It is for this reason there 
needs to be an explicit and repeated 
warning against pride.

Aliya 4 | 10:1-11 

Examine verse 10:1. 
Why is this written now? What is the 
meaning of the inclusion of the word 

‘Lecha’? 

Rashi suggests that this command was 
given to Moshe at the conclusion of his 
40 days of requesting forgiveness for the 
Jewish people. The Sforno points out 
that Moshe was offering a message to 
the Jewish people. Despite all of his 
pleading for forgiveness over those 40 
days, the Teshuva was not complete 
because God did not write the second 
Luchot Himself. The Da’at Zkenim points 
out that Moshe was open to criticism for 
destroying the Luchot that had been 
given to the Jewish people. That’s why 
the Torah said, ‘Psol Lecha’ - Moshe was 
empowered to disqualify others as a king.

Aliya 5 | 10:12-11:9 

Examine verse 10:12. 

What does this verse add to what we 
already know?  

Rashi suggests that the Sages derived 
from this verse that everything is within 
the control of Heaven, with the 
exception of the fear of Heaven. The 
Ba’al Haturim suggests that the fact 
that this verse contains 100 letters 
connects the instruction within to the 
requirement to recite 100 blessings a 
day. Through reciting blessings you 
express your fear of Heaven. The Sforno 
suggests that Moshe is driving home the 
point that their connection with God is 
now entirely up to their efforts. They 
need to know what God wants from 
them and then proceed to fulfill it. 

Aliya 6 | 11:10-21 

Examine verses 11:11-12. 

How is this land different and what are the 
lessons of its differences?  

Rashi suggests that in leaving Egypt the 
Jewish people were leaving the most 
developed of lands in the world. Even 
though they were leaving a super power, the 
land to which they were heading would also 
have super powers. The Ibn Ezra points out 
that this description of the land receiving its 
bounty from God connects directly to the 
prior discussion of observing the laws of 
God to find His favor. 

Aliya 7 | 11:22-25 

Examine verse 11:22. 
How does one fulfill the instructions offered in 
this verse (to emulate God’s ways)? What does 

it mean to "cleave to God"?  

Rashi suggests that just as God is merciful & 
generous, we too have to be merciful & 
generous. The Sforno suggests that just like God 
deals with the world with a balance between 
righteousness and justice, so too must we. The 
Ohr HaChaim explains that all Jewish souls are 
‘hewn’ from the same quarry. That means we 
spiritually come from the same source and 
coming close to God is actually returning to the 
source, to our collective essence.

Sign up to 
receive KTC via 
email each week 

at:  
www.lev-avos.com 

Shabbat Shalom

http://www.lev-Avos.com
http://www.lev-Avos.com

