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Aliya 3 | 1:22-38 

Examine verse 1:22. 

According to this description of 
the Meraglim incident, what was 
the problem with sending them? 

Rashi suggests that the problem was 
the unruly crowd that showed no 
respect for the elders and leaders. 
They all pushed to get to the front to 
air their complaints. The Sforno 
suggests that the problem was that 
the Jewish people didn’t use the 
appropriate channels to air their 
grievances. They should have 
a p p r o a c h e d t h e i r s e l e c t e d 
representatives. The Chizkuni  
suggests that the word ‘vayachperu’ 
means to “search for something 
hidden.” Maybe the spies were 
looking for what was not there.

Aliya 1 | 1:1-11 
Examine verse 1:1.  

Why does this verse describe particular 
travels of the Jewish people and what is 
the Torah communicating to the Jewish 

people by mentioning these stops? 

Rashi & Onkelos suggest that Moshe 
wanted to discuss the mistakes of the 
Jewish people without referring directly to 
them. The ‘words of Moshe’ were allusions 
to the mistakes of the Jewish people. 
These locations are where those mistakes 
took place. The Kedushat Levi suggests 
that the word B’aravah is similar to the 
word  Erev. Just as in the creation of the 
world, the evening comes before the day, 
so too now they were on the brink of 
transitioning into the brilliant daylight of 
entering the Promised Land. 

Aliya 2 | 1:12-22 

Examine verses 1:12-13. 

What is Moshe saying in these 
verses? Is he offering a complaint?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe does not 
talk of the reward for his communal 
service because if he mentioned the 
reward he would not receive it. The 
Ramban suggests that Moshe is 
recalling the discussion he had with 
Yitro following Yitro’s observation of 
Moshe’s intense schedule. Moshe 
pointed out to Yitro that adjusting a 
nation of slaves to new laws was a 
rigorous & difficult challenge. The 
Malbim suggests that Moshe was 
referring to the burden of having to 
care for the physical wellbeing of the 
Jewish people in the desert.

Aliya 4 | 1:39-2:1 

Examine verses 1:39-41. 

How does the language of this verse 
capture the nature of the Jewish people 
in trying to immediately repenting for 

their mistake? 
The word ‘vetahinu’ is discussed by a 
number of commentaries. Rashi suggests 
that the word means “being present.” The 
Jewish people tried to become ‘yes men’ 
which was not called for in that moment. 
The Da’at Zkenim suggests that the 
people misunderstood the anger of God 
and now naively thought that the 
conquering of Israel could be done 
flippantly. The Netziv suggests that they 
were prematurely heading to war without 
the Ark of the Covenant leading them.

Aliya 5 | 2:2-30 

Examine verse 2:2. 

Why did God command them this 
instruction? What was the concern? 

The Ba’al HaTurim reminds us that Eisav 
was a loyal and faithful son and therefore 
his descendants have merit. It was also 
predestined that the descendants of 
Eisav would destroy the Beit HaMikdash 
and thus needed to be unharmed. The 
Kli Yakar suggests that the hatred within 
Eisav’s descendants for the descendants 
of Ya’akov runs deep. They felt cheated 
out of an inheritance and thus the 
Children of Israel needed to be extra 
careful not to give them a reason to be 
critical of the Jewish people. It was as 
important to manage Eisav’s perception 
as it was his reality. 

Aliya 6 | 2:31-3:14 

Examine verse 2:31. 
How did God ‘show’ (re’eh) Moshe that he 

would be successful against Sichon? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe saw the angel of 
the Amorites cast down from Heaven. God 
then instructs Moshe to place his foot on the 
throat of the Amorite angel. Rabbeinu Bahya 
expands on Rashi, suggesting that each 
nation has a ministering angel in Heaven 
above. Upon the conquest of one nation over 
another, the ministering angel of the 
defeated nation must be conquered before 
the victorious nation can win the physical 
battle. It is worth noting that the destruction 
of Sichon was not enough, as the ministering 
angel of the Amorites was handed over. 

Aliya 7 | 3:15-22 

 Examine verse 3:21. 
What is unusual about the name of Yehoshua in 

this verse? 

The R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin (Maharal Diskin) 
suggests that Yehoshua’s name needed to be 
mentioned 31 times in the Torah because the 
Jewish people would be conquering 31 kings. His 
name is only mentioned 30 times, so this final 
one is written in full to reach 31. The Shaarei 
Aharon suggests that, in Ha’azinu, Moshe again 
refers to Yehoshua by his original name, Hoshea. 
Why does he do that? To remind Yehoshua of his 
humble beginnings. Here, the opposite is true: 
Yehoshua’s name is written in its complete 
fullness to instill within Yehosha a confidence that 
he can lead the people and be victorious in 
conquering the land of Israel. 
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