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Aliya 3 |24:10-26

Examine verses 24:10-11.

Why does he take ten camels with 
him? What is it referring to when it 
says that he took "all that is good"? 
Why is a distinction made between 
the camels and “all that is good"? 

Rashi  suggests  that  Avraham  had  a 
document  created  stating  that  the 
inheritance  is  going  to  Yitzchak,  thus 
making it more attractive to marry in to 
this  family.  The  Sforno  suggests  that 
Eliezer  asked  for  permission  to  leave 
once the camels were prepared. Eliezer 
did not need to ask permission to take 
“trinkets & small gifts” because he was 
in charge of the Abrahamic household. 
The  Chizkuni  suggests  that  Eliezer 
was ready to recruit 10 men to perform 
a wedding ceremony in the moment he 
found  Yitzchak’s  future  wife.  The 
Rokeach  suggests  that  ‘gemalim’  were 
used  because  they  invoke  the 
commitment to ‘gemilat chessed’

Aliya 1 |23:1-16

Examine verse 23:1.

What is this verse intending to teach us in 
its specificity both in content and language 

used (vayihiyu vs vayechi?)

Rashi suggests that the nature of this verse 
is to ensure that we realize that Sarah lived 
a  fulfilled  and  perfect  life.  The  Ohr 
HaChaim  quotes  the  Medrash  Tanchuma 
which suggests Sarah heard the news of the 
Akeida and had died from such trauma. The 
Ohr  HaChaim  questions  this  conclusion, 
wondering  if  the  Akeida  had  not  taken 
place,  would  Sarah  still  have  died  at  this 
point? It is for this reason the verse begins 
with  the  word ‘vayihiyu’,  teaching  us  that 
Sarah’s  life’s  work  had  been  fulfilled  and 
the  trauma  of  the  Akeida  was  not  the 
primary reason she passed at this moment. 
Is there another way to understand the Medrash 
Tanchuma?  Perhaps  Sarah  hearing  about  the 
Akeida was the completion of her life’s work. 

Aliya 2 |23:17-24:9

Examine verse 23:17.

Why is the word ‘vayakam’ used? 

Rashi says that one has to read verses 
17  &  18  together,  indicating  that  the 
field  came  under  the  possession  of 
Avraham.  The  Sforno  indicates  that 
the word ‘vayakam’ shows that this sale 
was sealed (nitkayeim) in a document. 
The Ibn Ezra connects this verse to the 
statement  of  Avraham that  he  was  a 
resident  alien in  the land.  No matter 
how  much  wealth  Avraham 
accumulated, he understood that none 
of  it  was his.  The Chizkuni  suggests 
that the language of ‘vayakam’ is used 
because the status of the field is raised 
by  now  being  in  the  property  of 
Avraham. 
One has to wonder about the nature of this 
transaction and why it expands from just 
a purchase of the cave to the entire field.

Aliya 4 | 24:27-52

Examine verses 24:28-29.

Why does Rivka run specifically to 
her mother? What do these verses 
clue us in to regarding the family 

dynamic? 

Rashi suggests that the mother of the 
home would generally  have her  own 
living quarters and it was only natural 
that  Rivkah  would  go  to  talk  to  her 
mother  about  “dating.”  The  Radak 
sharpens  that  point,  suggesting  that 
Rivkah had a better  audience for  her 
enthusiasm with her mother than her 
father.  Rivkah does not  have support 
from  the  males  in  her  family,  as 
illustrated  in  24:29  where  the  Sforno 
points out that Lavan rushed out of his 
home to greet Eliezer because he had 
heard of this guest’s wealth. He had no 
interest  in  the  guest  besides  for  his 
obvious wealth. 

Aliya 5 |24:53-67

Examine verse 24:57.
What were they looking for from 

Rivkah? What does this piece of the 
story teach us? 

Rashi suggests that we learn from this 
that a woman cannot enter a marriage 
without  consent.  The  Rashbam 
suggests that they were just  interested 
in whether Rivkah wanted to delay the 
marriage for a year or to go now. The 
Tur Ha’Aruch suggests that this was a 
challenge  to  Eliezer  who  had  already 
said  Rivkah  was  interested  in  going. 
Alternatively,  the  Tur  Ha’Aruch 
believes that they were asking if Rivkah 
trusted Eliezer or if she would want one 
of them to go with her on the journey. 
Knowing  what  we  know about  the  power 
dynamic  between  Rivkah  and  the  men  in 
her  family,  Rivkah  grows  to  trust  Eliezer 
and  immediately  recognizes  that  he  is 
motivated by finding the most appropriate 
partners for Yitzchak.

Aliya 6 |25:1-11

Examine verse 25:1.

Who is Keturah? Where is she from? If Keturah is 
indeed Hagar (see Rashi), why does the Torah 

call her by the name Keturah?

Rashi  suggests that  Keturah was actually Hagar. 
She was now named Keturah because her actions 
had  beautified,  like  the  sweet  smelling  Ketoret. 
Rashbam  (Rashi’s  grandson)  suggests  that 
according to the simple understanding of the verse 
this  was not  Hagar.  The Kli Yakar  suggests  that 
Sarah had asked Avraham to banish Hagar because 
Sarah  understood  that  Hagar  had  idolatrous 
feelings.  Avraham  now  saw  that  Hagar  had 
changed her core values and wanted to illustrate to 
the  world  that  she  was  a  Ba’alat  Tshuva  and 
therefore  changed her  name,  like  her  sinful  past 
changed into merit. 

Aliya 7 |25:12-18

Examine verse 25:12.

Why is Avraham’s name not mentioned here? 
Why is the lineage of Yishma’el included at all? 

The Radak  suggests that Yishma’el’s lineage was 
mentioned as a tribute to Avraham and reflect the 
promise to Avraham that Yishma’el would have 12 
princes  in  his  family.  The  Rashbam  writes  that 
Avraham’s  name  is  mentioned  by  Yitzchak 
because  the  values  of  Avraham  are  really  the 
inheritance  of  Yitzchak.  That  is  not  the  case  by 
Yishma’el.  The  Sha’arei  Aharon  suggests  that 
Avraham  felt  intense  love  for  Yishma’el,  even 
though  he  had  been  excommunicated  from  the 
home. It was for this reason that we needed to see 
that  the  promise  made  to  Avraham  (21:20)  did 
indeed come true. 
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