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Aliya 3 | 10:24-11:3 

Examine verses 10:24-25. 
Did Moshe really want to accept 
cattle from the Pharaoh? Why?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe did want 
the Pharaoh to send cattle in 
addition to the cattle that the Jewish 
people already owned. The Ibn Ezra 
suggested that Moshe wanted to take 
Egyptian cattle to sacrifice on behalf 
of the Egyptian people. The Ramban 
suggests, similar to the Ibn Ezra, that 
these animals were to be sacrifices 
for the Egyptians, with the specific 
intention of gaining forgiveness for 
the Egyptians. The future of Egypt 
was not safe without some sincere 
repentance and Moshe was working 
hard to ensure that they would have 
that repentance. The Chizkuni 
suggests that Moshe was telling the 
Pharaoh that he would request 
Moshe to intercede on his behalf to 
gain forgiveness from God.

Aliya 1 | 10:1-11 

Examine verse 10:1.  
Why does God admit to hardening the 
heart of the Pharaoh? Why mention it 

now?  

The Rashbam suggests that, following 
the Pharaoh's admission of his error in 
9:27, Moshe was baffled that the 
Pharaoh could still sin. God was 
offering an explanation for the error of 
the Pharaoh’s ways. The Sforno suggests 
that Moshe began to feel that the 
warnings he was offering the Pharaoh 
were a practice in futility. With all that 
the Pharaoh knew and all that he was 
experiencing, what was the point in 
warning him? God illustrated to Moshe 
that, at this moment, the plagues were 
no longer about convincing the 
Pharaoh, but about shaping the 
narrative of freedom among the Jewish 
people and the Egyptian oppressors. 

Aliya 2 | 10:12-23 

Examine verse 10:12.  
What was this plague (why does it 

have the letter ‘bet’ before it)? What 
did the hail leave over?  

The Sforno suggests that the name 
“Arbeh” is a reference to the location 
from which the locusts came. They 
travelled far from the south to get to 
the land of Egypt. The Ralbag suggests 
that Moshe is commanded to raise his 
hand to bring on the locusts (this is 
what the ‘bet ’ indicates) . The 
Rashbam (9:32) suggests that the 
locusts came and destroyed that 
which the plague of hail did not 
destroy. The Rashbam suggests that 
the hail demolished anything that was 
hard, while the locusts destroyed 
anything that was soft. This was a 
complete destruction of all of Egypt's 
resources. 

Aliya 4 | 11:4-12:20 

Examine verse 11:4. 
Why was Moshe not exact when he 
declared the time the next plague 

was to begin?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe was not 
exact when describing the time of 
t he p l ague because he was 
concerned that the magicians of the 
Pharaoh would time when it began, 
make a mistake, and then accuse 
Moshe of being a liar. Rabbeinu 
Bahya wonders why Moshe was 
concerned with the beliefs of the 
Egyptian magicians. They had 
already been thoroughly convinced 
of Moshe’s ability via the other 
plagues. He suggests that Moshe was 
mostly concerned that they would 
use his inaccuracy as an opportunity 
to cease believing in God. Moshe 
was supremely wor r i ed tha t 
perceived inaccuracy would end in a 
Chilul Hashem. 

Aliya 5 | 12:21-28 

Examine verse 12:21. 
What is the difference between the 

command to “mischu” vs. “ukechu”? 

Rashi suggests that ‘mishchu’ is for 
those who already own flock. They 
are to set aside a sheep for this 
sacrifice. ‘Ukechu’ is for those who 
don’t own any flock but have to go 
out to purchase a sheep for the 
sacrifice. Rabbeinu Bahya suggests 
that ‘mishchu’ is necessary because 
the Jewish journey to Egypt begins 
with Yosef being drawn (meshicha) 
from the well (Bereishit 37:28) and 
therefore the redemption needs to 
begin with a similar act of meshicha. 
The Chizkuni suggests that the Jewish 
p e o p l e w e r e c o m m a n d e d t o 
‘mishchu,’ which meant to involve as 
many members of the family as 
possible in the process. This would 
enable the consumption of the entire 
animal.

Aliya 6 | 12:29-51 

Examine verse 12:29. 
     What were the Jewish people doing on 
this night? Why does this plague have to be 

at night?  

The Rashbam suggests that this plague struck 
when the Jewish people were eating the 
Paschal lamb. The Sforno echoes this 
sentiment, pointing out that the Jewish 
people were involved in Mitzvot during the 
implementation of this final plague. The Kli 
Yakar points out that the final three plagues 
were to address direct criticisms of God 
brought forth by the Pharaoh. By bringing 
the hail and the locust, God illustrated His 
control of the skies/earth. By bringing 
darkness, God illustrated His control of the 
sun, and by bringing Makat Bechorot, He 
showed His control of the night.

Aliya 7 | 13:1-16 

Examine 13:2. 
How should we understand the word 

‘petter’? What does it mean when God 
says ‘they belong to me’? 

Rashi suggests that the word petter means 
"to open." Here it would refer to the 
animal that first opens the womb. He also 
suggests that this population became 
“owned” by God because He spared them 
in Egypt. The Rashbam says that the 
firstborn male humans were to bring the 
sacrifices in the Temple, therefore their 
lives were to be dedicated to the service of 
God. The Sforno says that belonging to 
God means they weren’t permitted to be 
involved in anything secular, therefore 
they needed to be redeemed.
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