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Aliya 3 | 14:15-25 

Examine 14:15. 

Where do we find the prayer that 
Moshe offered? Why did God offer 

this reaction to this prayer?  

Rashi suggests that there is no 
mention of the prayer of Moshe, but 
rather we learn he prayed by the 
recorded reaction of God. The Ibn 
Ezra suggests that God’s reaction is 
to the Jewish people, who are crying 
out. He suggests that God had 
already explained to Moshe that the 
Pharaoh would chase after them, but 
the Jews did not know that (see 
14:10). The Sforno suggests that 
Moshe had complete faith in the 
God’s promise to destroy Egypt, but 
his crying out was in reference to the 
reaction and sarcasm of the Jewish 
people. Moshe was concerned that 
the Jewish people would not be 
worthy of God’s salvation. 

Aliya 1 | 13:17-14:8 

Examine verse 13:17. 
What is God’s concern with taking the 
Jewish people through the land of the 
Phillistines? Would the Jewish people 

really have changed their mind?  

Rashi says that the Jews would have 
indeed changed their minds and it 
would have been easy for them to 
retrace their steps, enabling them to 
follow through on their desire to return 
to Egypt. In fact, we see that the Jewish 
people eventually express a desire to 
return to Egypt (Bamidbar 14:4). The 
Sforno suggests that this route was a 
major highway for travelers. If the 
Jewish people were to traverse it, both 
the Pharaoh of Egypt would learn about 
the actions of the Jews and the Jews 
themse lves would hea r o f the 
challenges that lay ahead. Perhaps this 
is foreshadowing the meraglim.

Aliya 2 | 14:9-14 

Examine verses 14:9-10. 

Why does the Torah describe the 
Pharaoh as coming “close” vs. the 

Egyptians who were just chasing after 
them?  

Rashi suggests that the Pharaoh 
placed himself at the front of the 
chasing pack. He led the charge to 
reach the fleeing Jews. The Sforno 
suggests that the Egyptian army was 
chasing at the command of the 
Pharaoh and therefore he would 
ultimately be the cause of their defeat. 
Rabbeinu Bahya suggests that the 
Pharaoh’s behavior brought the Jewish 
people closer to God. Without the 
pursuit, the Jewish people would not 
have turned to God for salvation. 
Therefore it was the Pharaoh who was 
‘mekarev’ the Jewish people. 

Aliya 4 | 14:26-15:26 

Examine verses 14:26-27. 
Why wait until morning to return 

things to normal? What state did the 
sea return to?  

Rashi suggests that the sea returned 
to its original purpose when the 
morning was about to arrive. The 
Sforno suggests that the water 
returned to the empty “troughs” that 
were occupied by water before the 
sea split. Rabbeinu Bahya & the 
B a ’ a l H a Tu r i m s u g g e s t t h a t 
‘le’eytano’ relates to the word 
‘l’tana’o,’ which means it returns to 
the original rules (nature) defined for 
its behavior. The Chizkuni & Bekhor 
Shor suggest that this happened 
when the morning was ending and it 
was becoming afternoon. The timing 
of the miracle of the splitting of the 
sea, and its return to normalcy, 
speak to the controlled, deliberate 
nature of this miracle.   

Aliya 5 | 15:27-16:10 

Examine verse 16:1. 

Why does the Torah record the date, 
the 15th of Iyyar, in this verse? When 

did the Manna begin to fall?  

Rashi suggests that this date is 
mentioned because this was the day 
that the Jewish people ran out of the 
provisions they carried with them 
from Egypt. Rabbeinu Bahya writes 
that the Manna began to fall on the 
the 16th day of Iyyar. This was on a 
Sunday and therefore when the Torah 
said that on the sixth day a double 
portion fell, it was literally the sixth 
day of the Manna falling. The 
Chizkuni suggests that, since they 
arrived in Midbar Sin on a Shabbat, 
they did not see a way they would be 
able to get food while it was Shabbat. 
Moshe encouraged the Jewish people 
to wait one more day, explaining that 
God will provide food. 

Aliya 6 | 16:11-36 

Examine verses 16:11-13. 

What were the Slav? How long did they stay 
around? From where did they come? 

Rashi suggests that the Slav was a type of 
fowl (quail) that were very fatty. The 
Chizkuni suggests that the Slav was a one-
time gift to the Jewish people. He says that, 
in Bamidbar 11:4, the Jewish people make a 
second request for meat. Many of them die 
from overeating the meat and therefore no 
other request is made for meat. Rabbeinu 
Bahya suggests (based on a Tosfot in Erchin 
15) that the Slav was available to the Jews for 
the 40 years of their sojourn. As long as the 
Manna fell, the Slav did too. The Manna is 
explicitly mentioned for 40 years because its 
falling was miraculous. The Slav was not.

Aliya 7 | 17:1-16 

Examine verse 17:2. 

What “test” is Moshe referring to at the 
end of this verse? What is the distinction 
between the two-part answer of Moshe? 

Rashi suggests that Moshe was questioning 
their inquiry as to whether God can 
provide water in an arid land. The Sforno 
says that Moshe’s first response was 
essentially saying that he only carries out 
the will of God. He does not act 
independently of God’s instructions. The 
second part of his answer speaks directly 
to his first point: if you question me, you 
are doing nothing more than questioning 
the instruction I received from God. This 
will inevitably test God’s patience. 
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