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Italics indicate author's comments or Hebrew words 

Aliya 3 | 25:29-38 

Examine verse 25:29. 
Why are these parameters of 

home sale offered? What are they 
supposed to protect against?  

Rashi says that it was stated that a 
field may be redeemed only two 
years after its sale, but that is not 
the case with a home. The Da’at 
Zkenim suggests that the subject of 
this verse is actually God. While it 
is unusual that the Torah uses the 
word ‘Ish’ to describe God, the 
Da’at Zkenim suggests that the 
word ‘Ish’ is more of a reference to 
a dominant personality. Reading 
this comment, one can consider 
this verse as an underlying 
commitment for God to always be 
our ‘Land Lord’. Even though He 
permitted the Beit HaMikdash to 
be destroyed, He reserves the right 
to possess the land and build it 
again. 

Aliya 1 | 25:1-18 

Examine verses 25:1-2. 

Why does the Torah mention their 
geographic location specifically in 

regards to the Mitzvah of Shmittah? 

Rashi points out that all of the Mitzvot 
were given on Mt. Sinai, deepening our 
question. He suggests that since the 
Mitzvah of Shmittah was not repeated in 
the book of Devarim, as many Mitzvot 
were, this teaches us that all the Mitzvot 
were commanded on Mt. Sinai, whether 
they were repeated in Devarim or not. 
The Sforno points out that we have 
already heard about the Mitzvah of 
Shmittah in Shemot 23:11, therefore, 
whenever location in mentioned, it 
means a new element or detail is being 
added to the Mitzvah. Moshe teaches 
Shmittah now because he was still under 
the impression that they would shortly 
be entering the Promised Land. 

Aliya 2 | 25:19-28 

Examine verse 25:19. 

What is added by this verse saying 
"you will be satisfied of the produce 

of the land," it already stated that the 
land will produce a lot of food?  

Rashi suggests that even if you 
consume a little food you will be 
satiated and feel full. The Sforno says 
that this blessing specifically can be 
explained via how the manna was 
sufficient for adult and child alike. 
This also explains how the year before 
a Shmittah year can produce enough 
sustenance for three years of food. The 
Ohr HaChaim suggests that the verse 
says explicitly that "you will be 
satiated by the fruits of the land" 
because, in general, one cannot be 
satiated by fruits. He is suggesting a 
far greater miracle, namely that Israel 
will satiate its inhabitants with fruit. 

Aliya 4 | 25:39-26:9 

Examine verse 25:39. 

What are the circumstances in which a 
Jew is sold into servitude? What is the 

nature of 'avodat eved’? 

Rashi suggests that avoiding ‘avodat 
eved’ means that you should not instruct 
a Jew sold into servitude to perform 
degrading or shaming work. The Ibn Ezra 
points out that there are two possible 
scenarios in which this Jew was sold into 
servitude. Either he stole something from 
you and was sold into servitude by the 
court, or he sold himself into servitude. 
The Bekhor Shor offers a similar 
comment to Rashi in explaining that 
when someone is sold into servitude the 
effect of degrading work can be 
profoundly debilitating. If you hired a 
free person to perform degrading work, it 
would not have the same deleterious 
impact upon the person performing the 
work. 

Aliya 5 | 26:10-46 

Examine verse 26:11. 

What is the nature of this blessing?  

Rashi suggests that this is an explicit 
reference to God building a Beit 
HaMikdash in Jerusalem. The Ibn 
Ezra says that we should not ever 
think that God will grow bored or 
tired of residing within the Jewish 
people. It is natural to want to 
change your living circumstances 
every so often. God promises that 
this will not be the case with His 
residence among the Jewish people. 
The Sforno suggests that God 
promises to restore His close 
connection to the Jewish people, as 
it was before the existence of the 
golden calf. It was stated in Shemot 
20:21 that God would reside with 
the Jewish people and was needed 
to be restated following their 
worship of idolatry. 

Aliya 6 | 27:1-15 

Examine verse 27:2. 

Why is this command written in this way? 
Why is it mentioned now?  

Rashi suggests that this verse is discussing 
a vow that is uttered loudly and explicitly. 
The Rashbam takes this a little further and 
suggests that this is sett ing up a 
requirement that a vow needs to be 
explicit with stated parameters. Rabbeinu 
Bahya connects this verse, which describes 
a vow on based on a person's value, to the 
process of the Yovel year in which all those 
in servitude are released. The Kli Yakar 
suggests that these laws are taught next to 
the verses of rebuke to teach us that vows 
to improve can ward off the negative 
curses in the following verses. 

Aliya 7 | 27:16-34 

Examine verse 27:34. 
Why does the Torah conclude Vayikra with this 

verse? What do the Sages learn from this 
verse?  

The Ibn Ezra comments that this verse sums up 
for us how one should understand the 
foundations of this world. Everything emanates 
from what was taught to us on Mt. Sinai, 
including all of the details regarding religious 
ritual. The Da’at Zkenim notes that this verse 
places Moshe as the critical conveyer of the 
lessons of the Torah. Moshe received this 
revered responsibili ty because of the 
worthiness of the Jewish people and their trust 
in him. The Chizkuni quoting the Sifra suggests 
that this verse completes these Mitzvot, 
illustrating that they can never be added to or 
taken away from. 
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