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Aliya 3 | 9:1-14 

Examine verse 9:1 

Why is this verse explicit in its 
being written out of chronological 

order?  

Rashi suggests that the book of 
Bemidbar does not begin with this 
section, even though it is placed 
chronologically at the beginning of 
t h i s book , because i t was 
disparaged the Jewish people, 
highlighting that this was the only 
time they brought a Korban Pesach 
in the desert. The Sforno suggests 
that the first eight chapters of the 
book of Bemidbar were describing 
the step required to be ready to 
enter the land of Israel. The Torah 
teaches these steps first to illustrate 
that the Jewish people had done 
everything they needed to be ready 
to enter the land of Israel if it were 
not for the Meraglim. 

Aliya 1 | 8:1-14 

Examine verse 8:2 
Why is the instruction to light the 

Menorah offered now, following the 
Korbanot of the Nesi’im, when Aharon 

presumably started lighting the 
Menorah on the first day of the 

Mishkan’s operation? 

Rashi suggests that Aharon felt anguish 
when he witnessed the role the Nesi’im 
over the opening days of the Mishkan. 
Therefore God told Aharon that he will 
have a greater, continuous role in the 
functioning of the Mishkan than the 
Nesi’im. The Shach adds that when 
Aharon noticed that his tribe also had 
not had the opportunity to participate 
with the gifts of the Nesi’im, he was 
concerned that his tribe had not gained 
forgiveness for his role in the Eigel 
HaZahav. How does the Menorah 
service offer Aharon the assurances he’s 
looking for?

Aliya 2 | 8:15-26 

Examine verse 8:15 

Why does this verse begin with 
acknowledging ‘thereafter’? What is 
the service described in this verse?  

Rashi suggests that there was a series 
of three ‘wavings’ performed on 
people in preparing them for various 
aspects of the service within the 
Mikdash. The Ibn Ezra points out that 
the acknowledgment of this coming 
after something is shown via the 
statement that the Levi’im had 
undergone a purification process and 
this followed after that process. The 
Sforno points out that this verse is 
only speaking of Levi’im that were 
alive and present in that moment. The 
Malbim points out that the Levi’im 
offered two types of service in the 
Mishkan, service for God, and service 
in support of the Kohanim.  

Aliya 4 | 9:15-10:10 

Examine verses 9:15-18 
Why was the travel initiated by the 
position of the Ananei HaKavod?  

The Sforno suggests that the cloud would 
shift or head in a particular direction, so 
it was not just that the cloud would rise 
up from the Mishkan, but rather its 
movement would compel the people to 
follow. The Ktav VeHakabalah suggests 
that the nation was praised for following 
God into the desert largely because it 
was illogical to follow the cloud and the 
direction it was going. The Ohr HaChaim 
suggests that the Jewish people did not 
move when the cloud lifted but waited 
for the command of God to move (see 
verse 9:18). That being said, the raising of 
the cloud was creating the context for 
God to give His instruction for the Jewish 
people to travel. The cloud served both 
the purpose of beautifying the Mishkan 
and the process with which the Jewish 
people travelled. 

Aliya 5 | 10:11-34 

Examine verse 10:11  
Why is the date written in this 

verse? Why is the year mentioned 
before the month?  

Rashi & Ibn Ezra suggests that this 
verse indicates that the Jewish 
people spent just shy of 12 months 
at Choreb. The Siftei Chakhamim 
points out that Rashi was teaching 
this to us to inform us that the 
Jewish people stayed at Choreb for 
roughly a year. The Sforno points 
out that this event was following the 
2nd Korban Pesach brought on the 
14th of the second month (Iyar), of 
those who were impure during the 
original Pesach. The Ohr HaChaim 
says that the year was mentioned 
before the month and date to 
connect the month and date. This 
would specifically indicate that the 
Jewish  people left on the 20th of 
that month. 

Aliya 6 | 10:35-11:29 

Examine verse 11:1 

Why does the verse describe the 
protagonists of this incident as ‘Ha’am’? 

What were their complaints?  

Rashi says that Ha’am always refers to a 
group of wicked people. If God wanted to 
illustrate their goodness, He would have 
called them Ami - my people. The Sforno 
suggests that these were not vocal 
complaints but were silent ones. They only 
complained about the journey now 
because they had nothing else to complain 
about. The Bekhor Shor says that they 
complained about the fact that they were 
not heading towards the Promised Land 
and did not feel ready to wage war against 
the inhabitants there. 

Aliya 7 | 11:30 - 12:16 

Examine verse 11:30 

Why did Moshe gather with the Zkenim? 
What happened in this verse?  

Rashi suggests that Moshe and the Elders of 
Israel left each other’s company and returned 
to their personal homes/tents. The Ibn Ezra 
understands this verse as Moshe paying tribute 
to the Elders of Israel by accompanying them 
on their journey back to their homes. The 
Chizkuni suggests that the Elders of Israel 
accompanied Moshe in his journey home. He 
had requested that they accompany him to 
show them honor. The Netziv suggests that 
Moshe rarely left the Tent of Gathering without 
a specific purpose. The purpose here was for 
him and the Elders of Israel to engage with the 
Jewish people and prevent them from sinning.
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