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Aliya 3 | 22:21-38 

Examine verse 22:21. 
Why does Bila’am go, knowing his 
mission will not be achieved? Why 

does the Torah tell us that he 
saddled his donkey?  

Rashi suggests that the hatred one 
has for a people or person will 
often cause that person to be 
misguided from spiritual causes. 
Bila’am was blinded by his hatred 
of the Jewish people so much that 
he couldn’t hear the message of 
God. It was for this reason he 
saddled his own donkey. No one 
was going to get in his way. God 
responds that Bila’am is foolish 
because Avraham, the ancestor of 
the Jewish people, already saddled 
his own donkey for the cause 
given to him by God. The Chizkuni  
suggests that Bila’am let himself be 
led by the dignitaries of Moab (see 
the conclusion of this verse).

Aliya 1 | 22:2-12 

Examine verse 22:2. 

What did Balak see? Why does the 
Torah say he saw something rather than 

he heard about something? 

Rashi suggests that Balak saw the defeat 
of his allies that Moab relied upon so 
heavily (Sichon & Og). Experiencing the 
destruction of their allies petrified the 
Moabites. The Da’at Zkenim suggests 
that he felt that if the Jewish people 
could destroy Sichon, how much more 
so would the nation of Moab be under 
considerable threat! The Sforno writes 
that Balak was a skilled and capable 
tactician of war, and even though he 
was capable, he was able to know when 
he would be easily defeated by an 
enemy. This is what he saw in the 
Israelites as an army that was marching 
towards his lands. 

Aliya 2 | 22:13-20 

Examine verse 22:13. 

Why are only the dignitaries of 
Balak explicitly mentioned here?  

Rashi suggests that the dignitaries of 
Midian left when Bila’am asked 
them to wait there overnight (see 
verse 22:7). The Ibn Ezra suggests 
that the Torah only mentions Balak 
here because he is clearly the main 
political force behind this effort to 
take on the Jewish people through 
Bila’am. Rabbeinu Bahya points out 
that Balak got his political strength 
from initiating the effort to reach out 
to Bila’am. The Da’at Zkenim 
suggests that the dignitaries of 
Midian left when they heard that 
Bila’am was asking for permission 
from the God of the Israelites. He 
would never give permission! 

Aliya 4 | 22:39-23:12 

Examine verse 22:39. 

Why does it say that Bila’am went with 
Balak (as apposed to them going 

together) and why does he take him to 
that specific place?  

Rashi says that Balak took Bila’am to a 
marketplace that was filled with people. 
He did this to try to get Bila’am to 
empathize with the threat against the 
people in front of him. The Ibn Ezra 
believes that it is simply the name of the 
location to which they journeyed. The 
Netziv suggests that this location was the 
capital city of Moav, an appropriate 
place for them to operate from. The Ohr 
HaChaim believes that Balak heading out 
before Bila’am is a reflection on the poor 
manners and, ultimately, lack of respect 
Balak has for Bila’am. He suggests that 
Balak leads the way, not letting his guest 
go first, and he may have even forced 
Bila’am to follow behind him. 

Aliya 5 | 23:13-26 

Examine verse 23:13. 
Why was it important for Bila’am to 
only be able to see a portion of the 

Jewish encampment?  

The Sforno suggests that had Bila’am 
been presented with the entire 
Jewish camp, it would have been 
impossible for him to ‘see the 
negative’ in them and curse them 
accordingly. The Maharal in Netzach 
Yisrael 58:9 suggests that it is 
impossible for anyone to curse Klal 
Yisrael due to the significance of the 
collective mission of the Jewish 
people. When examining sections 
and portions of the people, they are 
far more susceptible to curses and 
cynicism. It seems to have been 
more favorable for Bila’am to operate 
with a limited view and limited 
information, thus enabling him to 
ignore the truth about the Jewish 
people; we are a blessed people. 

Aliya 6 | 23:27-24:13 

Examine verse 23:27. 
Why does Balak try things from a new 

angle again? What influence does location 
have on Bila’am’s ability to curse the 

Jewish people?  

Rashi suggests that Balak is being 
speculative in his suggestion of trying to 
curse from a new spot. The Sforno suggests 
that, from a new angle, Bila’am sees a new  
section of the Jewish people. Balak 
speculates that this new section of the 
Jewish people may have less merit than 
previously viewed sections. The Ohr 
HaChaim suggests that this is a new 
strategy by Balak. He is now trying to get 
Bila’am to have a view of the entire 
encampment, assuming that there would 
be some sinners among them.

Aliya 7 | 24:14-25:9 

Examine verse 24:14.  

What advice is Bila’am offering here? How 
was this advice presented to Balak?  

Rashi and the Sforno suggest that the advice 
Bila’am gives, to seduce the Jewish people to 
sin with Midianite women, is mentioned 
explicitly in Bamidbar 31:16. The Rashbam 
suggests that the reason Bila’am’s advice is 
not written explicitly here is because he does 
not state it aloud but rather whispers it. 
Bila’am is too fearful to state this advice out 
loud. The Ibn Ezra doesn’t agree with Rashi 
and suggests that we should read into the 
simple understanding of the verse. Bila’am 
tells Balak how it will all come to an end at 
the hand of the Israelites. 
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